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rate Republican he dislikes England toderately ; a
strong Republican usually hates her ; and a Radical
Republican detests her.” This fecling wag, no doubt,
fostered by the habit of tranquil insular conbempt which
the average Briion abroad so long manifested—and still,
though in a chastened measure, manifests—Iior foreign
peoples among whom he deigns to travel. Time and the
lourist agencies will at last work the cure of this form
of mental aberration—at least m so far as 1t aflesls
the educated classcs of hoth  countries For fravel
tends to broaden out little provincial conceptions and ty
teach toleration’,

“And, ground in yonder social mill,
We rub ecach others’ angles down.’

It takes time to rub down national prejudices and aficc-
tations even among people of some menlal training, 1t
takes longer still  to rasp the sharp, oblrusive angles
offt the minds off the masses. And, back of all ihese
eonsiderations, there lie the great eommercial factors
that dominate the whele Anglo-French 'situaiion, How
these may shift from year o year, no man can say.
But at any rate, it is well for the cause of international
tranguil:ty 1o have in Great Britain the guiding mind
of a Koerig am Berg—of a King whose voice is for
peace, and who moves and works above thewnether mists
of racial passion.

Bible«in~Schco's Consistency

What worlds away the Bible-in-sehools clergy  are
from the example of the o\illage pastor of Auvburn, who
allured his litile flock to brighter worlds, and led the
way ! Billings wrote a guaint and praclical variant
on (roldsmith's lines when he said ; 'To bring up a
child in the way he should go, travel that way your-
self.’ But the ecase-loving clerics of the sectarianising
movement are up to the eyebrows in a political cam-
paign to force upon the shoulders of reluctani State
officials the duty of bringing up the little ones in ihe
way they should go; anil, so far as the black-coatea
agitators are concerned, thelr spiritual children are
serenely lelt, in their schoolthours, 1o gang their ain
gait, as best they may, 1o the portals of Paradise or
the ptt ol Torhet, Tlow like the heartless * woman's-
right ’ mother whom the dramatist flays for gadding ab-
out the couniry addressing pohitieal mceelings, while her
little omes are callovsly left in coll and hunger and
ragred sqpalor and neglect within the four walls that
are called, by mocking courtesy, a llome !

[

One of their number, s:eaking some time Ag0, £X-
pressed his readiness to tale the rishs of ¢ sectarianism '
that might be associated wilh their scheme for Protes-
tantising the public schools of New Zealand. Well, in
1870 M. Ollivier entered 'd'un coeur leger ° (with a
light heart) on one vf ihe most disasirous campaigns
of history. e, too, gaily took the rishs. The Bible-
in-schools party go farther still. Rather 1ban take off
their coats to their own proper work, those somnolent
clerics are prepared to lake the cerfainly of greatly
aggravating the present educational difficulty, of making
schools, and school-committee elections, and vacant tea-
cherships in schools, w0 many centres Tor ihe play of
seclarian passion.  They——or many of them—have raised
their voices in benodiction over the cheap martyrs of the
' passive resistance’ movement in England . bt they
are determined--if they can—1o mflicf a real and vastly
graver wrong upon their fellow-citivens.of other creeds
in New Zealand, by compelling Catholic, Jewish, Pro-
tesiant, and other oblectors, by imprisonment or‘fine, 1o
pay tithes for the direct and oficial teaching, by State
employees, of lhe proposed Unitarian Staie creed, in
schools that have teen built, from foundation 1o ehim-
ney-coping, cut of the public pocket.

A Bible~in-Schools Boycott

‘One man’s yawning males another man yawn.” Apd
the solemn blessing recently given by the Bible-in-schools

leaders to the sectarian sysiem pursued in ‘' the old
Eastern States ' of the American Unlon s still being
echoad by sumdry coy controversialists of the daily
press, who conceal their identity under sundry ‘' noms de
guerre.” They, too, raise their little paeans of praise
to the * educational peace' which is fabled to have [al-
len like that of Nirvana in the States where Protes-
tant forms of prayer and a Protestant version of (he
Bible are taughl in the public schools. The story of
this mythical peace was blown io pieces by us in our
issue of August 3. We merely gave some samples of
the evidence in point in our possession, Among other
things, we showed how flagrantly those model States
justify the prediction of our Bishops, that the sectari-
anising scheme now before the country would inevit-
ably lead to the general imposition of a religious test
in the matter of appointments to schools.’

The teaching profession in the public schools of the
United States is mostly in the hands of the gentler
sex. The Eastern Teachers’ Agency (50 Bromfield strect,
Boston) was one of the many that regretiully testified
to the widespread and scandalous Woycott practised
against Catholic teachers in those ‘ old Lastern States’
that are now set up as shining examples for New Zea-
land's imitatdon. The Agency just referred to writes ay
follows to the Boston * Republic ' :—

‘ The prejudice against Caiholic young womecen is very
marked. 1t is more dificult than one would believe to
secure appointments for Catholic girls. Some of our
brightest .applicanis are Catlolics, yet not only can we
not get them appointments, but find it impossible to
obtain trials.'

A specific instance will, perhaps, best illustrate the

depth and intensity oi ihe religious intolerance in the

matter of teachers’ appointments that exists in  the
States where the project urged by our Bible-in-schools
League is in full operation. The following itluminating
letter is (says the Boston ‘ Republic ') the last of three
that passed ebween a voung man, who was seeking a
position as teacher, and the superintendent of a public
school in a Massachusetts town :—
* Hyannis, Mass,

* Mr. Chas. H. Early,

' Dear Sir,—The chairman of our Committee has
learned that you are a Roman Catholic. I write to
ask if this is true. If true, [ shall be obliged to with-
draw my offer of 2 school, as the Committee in ques-
tion will not acquiesce in your appointment. My posi-
tion is just this. Personally 1 am not opposed fo
Catholics » teaching in our schools. Im fact I hate iwo
in my service. In Cotuit or Osterville a Catholic would
not be acceptable 1o the parents or people generally, I
assumme that, il you are a Catholic, you would not care
to teach where the prople would be bitterly opposed to
you. Of course, you could not find your work com-
genial under such circumstances, nor could you do your
best work umder such circumstances, not could you do
your hest work under the community arrayed against
FOU.

’ *Mr. Boyden thinks ¥you are a Protestant, for 1
told him T could not appoint a Catholic, as the pre-
ldice against such was so strong. You will under-
stand that, in my appointments, I cannot ignore the
wishes of the parents. For my part I do not sharein
such prejudices. Kindly reply before Saturdtay., Yours

truly,
' (Sigred) F. W. KINGMAN, Supt.

Here is something for the free and independent elec-
tors of New Zealand io read, mark, and inwardly di-
gest. A pound of experience is worth half a ton of
theory. A pound of actual Bible-in-schools experience is
worth half a ton of the fine-spun gossamer theories that
our Bible-in-schools Execufive has been spinning and set-
tingg afloat upon the breezes of New Zealand.  The in-
troduction of a Pan-denominational Protestantism into
our public schools would create a hundred Rongaheres
for the one that was before. Our Bishops spoke with
the lessons of bitter experience before their eyes when
they said : * Religious tests for teachers and for mem-
bers of School Committees are the natural and neces-
sary corollary to the scheme that is at present belore
the country.’ -
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