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The Late Father Benedict, O.P.

(From our Auckland correspondent.)

women on an eqiial footing with mem in all positions.Mr. J. McAuliffe vigorouslyoppo.sed Mr. Beri's conten-tions, and ihis remarks were ably seconded by Mr. W.Clarke. Mr. J. Barry urged his hearers to adopt thesame view of the question as that taken by Mr.Beri, which after an interesting,and, at times, amusingdebktej, they eventually decided to do by a substantialmajority..

DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND

After a long illness Father Benedict,of the Domini-can Order, breathed his last on Tuesday, July 11, atSit, Patrick's presbytery. Throughout the whole diocesehis death will be mourned. By his missionary laborshe had, during thelast four years, endeared himself toall. To have known him either in hfis priestly or pri-
vate capacity was to lov© him. His knowledge, ex-
perience, and travel were wide. To the diocese his de-mise is a severe loss. From all parts of the Colonythe Bisfapp received messages- of condolence.

The late Rev. Father Benedict, known in the worldas AJfred Benedict Tickell, was born in England on No-
\ ember 11, 1844, and was professed at Woodchester in1865 as a member of the Dominican Order. He wasordained' inOctober 1871, an,d was Prior of Newcastlie-
on-Tyne from 1893 to 1896. He spent some time at thegreat priory of St. Dominic's, Haverstock Hill, Lon-don, was also at Hinckley, Woodchester, and Leicester,
and labored on the mission in the East Indies.He arrived in Auckland inFebruary, 1901, and cameoutto give a series of missions, being allowed by his Su-perior to serve in the Auckland diocese for a period offive ytiars. He conducted a great number of missionsin various parts of the dioces^, and through his minis-try, aided by the local clergy, about 2000 candidateswere prepared for Confirmation.

On Wednesday morning a Solemn Requiem Mass wascelebrated at St. Patrick's Cathedral by Father Hoi-brook. At this and at the earlier Masses large congre-gations attended. During the whole day numerous
friends and sympathisers from all parts of the districtvisited the Cathedral, where the body lay in state. Inthe evening thesolemnoffice for the dead was chanted,
Bishop Lefnihan presiding. There were also present inthe sanctuary :Right Rev. Mgr. O'Reilly, Very Rev.Dean Hackett, Very Rev. Fathers Brodie, Gillan, Rev.Fathers B. Kehoe, T. Keohoe, Darby Corcoran, Hol-brook, McMillan, Meagher, Zanna, Cahill,Dignan, andEuge, and also the Marist Brothers. At the conclusion
of the office the Bishop addressed the congregation inmost feeling terms. On Thursday at St. Patrick's aPontifical Requiem Mass was celebrated by the Bishop,
Very Rev. Dean Hackett being deacon, Very Rev.FaitherBrodie suttdeacon, Right Rev. Mgr. O'Reilly assistant
priest, and Very* Rev. Father Gillan master of cere-
monies. There were also present in the sanctuary Very
Rev. Dr. Egan, 0.5.8., Rev. Fathers Kehoe (2),, Meag-
her, McMillan (2), Darby, Corcoran, Oahill,,Edge,Maho-ney, Zanna, Dign-an, Buckley. Rev. Father Furlong ar-
rived later on from Gisborne.

After Mass the ablution was givenat the bier by theBishop. The funeralprocession movedout of the Cath-edral to the strains of the Dead March from
'Saul,'

played by the organist, Mr. H. Hiscocks. "The cortegethen moved off to Panmure, where the interment took
place beside the remains of the late Very Rev. Mgr,
McDonald. His Lordship the Bishop officiated at thegraveside, the assembled clergy" assisting. Although
the gravdhas closed over all that was mortal of thelate Father Benedict, his good works, his sterling merit
and example, his great charity, his stirring exhorta-tions will remain for a long time in the memory ofthose who knew him and profitea by his spiritual minis-trations.—-R.I.P.

(From our own correspondent.)
July 13.

A Press Association telegram from Dargaville to the'
Star

'
says that a successful operation has been per-

formed by Dr. Collins in the local hospital on Rev,
Fatheir Patterson.

The discussion on ' Warner's History ' has advancedanother stage,as the following -extract fijom lasx Tues-iday's < Star
'

willshow :—
'
A letter has been fotwardedto Mr. Charles Watt from the Inspector-General ofSchoolsi(Mr. Hogben) by direction of the Minister forEducation, acknowledging receipt of the resolutions r.s-a-sed at a meeting of Auckland citizens in regard to tkeuse of Warner's '"Brief Survey of British History " inthe State schools. The letter states : "In replyI'haveto infCrm you thao permission to use this book in theAucklana education district was granted in September

190J. It is not proposed (nor has it been proposed) towithdraw that permission. The question of placing thisbook on the list of books authorised for use in all dis-tricts of the Uolony will be considered."
'

At yester-day's meeting of the Auckland Education Boafrd theabove letter was read,and its consideration wias de-ferred until a full meeting of the members.A meetingof the parishioners of the Church of theAssumption was held in St. Mary's Hall, Onehunga onSunday evening last to consider the question of erectinga new presbytery, when there was a large attendance,
i? .P?u* Father Mahoney presided. He said he -hadcalled the meeting together to take into their consider-ation the erection of a new presbytery. As they wereaware, the beautiful Church of the Assumption/whichwas completed last year, was free from debt. Thisgreat work had been brought to a successful issue bytheir beloved priest, Very Rev. Mgr^Paul; but he needhardly remind them that the object Monsignor Paul hadin view— that of completing and leaving the church 'freeof debt— was brought about by many sacrifices on hispart-one of which was to dwell in that very old andwarn-out presbytery. Well, he thought they were allagreed that the building erected in 1852, or 53 yearsago, should now make way for a more modern buUdineana the only question was whether it should be wood orbrick. Personally he favored a brick building, Butperhaps his most important reason for having a sittrongteT?J°t f \*ick »ulldinS was that he felt sure thathad the late \ery Rev. Mgr, Paul undertaken the work-he would ha^e carried itout in such a way that whenthe structure was completed it would be in keeping withtheir beautiful church, and an additional ornament to ther>=; i, r°iT anft. th€ir loyal feelins to tßeir latebel° vedpriest,he felt they would give effect to his desires, andhrn?J°° h

gy,h^ had ErePared b7b7 M*. T. Mahoney (hisbrother who desagnted the' church/) plans of the proposednew building. The estimated cost would be £900 andit might stake them as being too great an undertakingbut ho had proposals to make which he felt sure wouldminimise the task of paying off the debt/ In the firs?place he would give a good subscription himself, and hewould provide the interest on the money to be borrowedfor the erection of the. building. I>n addition,he wouldpersonally provide the furnishing of the house, so thatall sums of money received from time to time would coimmediately to reducing the .debt. Taking into account<-he wonderful work the parishioners had done in provid-ing the cost of their church, some £6000 in eighteenyears the £900 .proposed to he provided wouldnil Xbe a debt on the parish. H was unanimously agreedthat the work be proceeded with in October when theweather would be suitable for brick balding.' Strongcommitt-ees of ladies and gentlemen were appointed toassist in the work. Father Mahoney was apndntedtreasurer, and Mr. J, Shaldrick general secretary

6

The candidates from Catholic colleges and schoolshave once again given a good account of themselves atthe Victorian Matriculation (writes a Melbourne corres-pondent). No fewer tban twenty Catholic educational
rentres were represented with a batch of matriculants.
The coming December and May tests will finish the pre-sent standard, which, after May, 1906, will be required
as a first step to degrees only.
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