20 NEW ZEALAND TABLET

Tharsday, July 20, 2905

OBITUARY

-

VERY REV. J. SHEEHAN.

With much regret we record the demise of the Very
Rev. John Sheehan, pastor of Riverton, who passed
away on Friday last, July 14, at the parochial house,
Riverton. For the past three years the deceased had
becn under medical {reatment for a complication of ail-
ments, the most insidious of which was Bright's dis-
ease, which during the past six months reached a mote
acute stage, producing a cardizc afieclion, accormpanied
at times by severe fainting fits, Despite, however, the
critical nature of his ailment, Father Sheehan pluckily
faced the severe physical strain of parochial work and
continwed in harness practically to the last. He even
rose from his death-bed to celebrate Mass on the second
Sunday before he passed away. The Bishop was in oon-
stant attendance on him for the three last days of his
lie, and he received the consolations of religion from
the Rev. Father Lynch, of Invercargill, on the day ypre-
ceding his death,

The Very Rev. John Shedhan was horn in Garna-
villa, County Tipperary, Yieland, ir 1851, He reccived
his early training for the sacred ministry in the famous
monagtery of Mount Melleray, Ireland, during the years
1866-4. In ihe lasi-mentioned vear he procesded to St
John's College, Wateriord, where for six vears he pur-
sued with much success the higher studies preparatory
for the priesthood, and was ordained priest in 1875. In
the same year he came to the diocese of Dunedih, For
some two years he was attached to St. Joseph's Cath-
edral.  Te was then appeinted to the pastoral charge
of the extensive parish of Ophir, which comprised the
nresent parishes of Ophir and Ranfurly. In that pas-
torate of gencrous distances he l!abored with real and
fr-itfulness for 23 years. In 1960 he was transferrett o
Ri.erton, where, as already recorded, he passed away on
the 14th instant,

Father Sheehan was miiled with a ready wit, and,
wnder a somewhat rugged exterior, he possessed a mind
that was richly stored with wide and varred reading,
and a goodness of heart and ready sympathy  which
won himm many warm friends among people of every
class and ereed. This was especially the case in the
pastorate of Ophir, in which by far the greater part of
his priestly life was spent. There were few dry eyves 1n
the congregations to whom his death was announced on
last Sunday in Central Otazo, and large contingents of
his former  parishioners there made ihe fong and cold
journey to Duncdin to pay iheir lapt tribute of respect
to his memory. The remains were hrought by train
from Riverton to Dunedin on Monday, accompanied by
the Bishop, many of the clergy from the South, and re-
presentatise Catholic laymen from various paris of the
Riverton parish.  The hody was cseorted by some
twenty of the clergy and a considerabic hody of Taity
from_the railway station to St. Joseph's ('athedral On
Tuesday  morning a solewmn Dirge and Requiem Mass
were celebraled for the repose of his soul. The celehrant
was Lis Lordship the Bishop ; assistant priest, Monsig-
nor O'Leary; deacon, Very Rev. J, (PNeill (Mitton) ;
subdeacon, V. rv Rev. P. O'Donnell (Gore); master of cere-
monies, Rev. P, Murphy, Adm. The cantors at the
Office wefe Rev. H. W. Cleary and Rev. J Liston. The
music of the Mass was beautifully rendered by the Do-
minican nens. In addition to those alrealy mentioned,
the following clergy were also present'- Very Rev. Dean
Burke (Invercarrill), Rev, A. MacMullan {Ranfurlyy,
Rev. P. O'Dea (Ophim), Rev. ¢. Hunt (Alevandra), Rev.
J. Ryan (Cromwell), Rev. James Lynch (Palmerstaon),
Rev. John Lynch (Invercargill}, Ttevs, P Delany, M.
Ryan, and D. Bucklev {Mosgiel), Rev. J. McGrath (Tap-
anui), Rev. P. OrNelil (Winton), Rev. P. O'Neill (An-
nandale), Rev. J. Coffey (South Dunedin), Rev. P. Yearn
{Gore), Rev. M. Howard {Port Chalmers), Rev. J. Gieary
(Lawreuce), Rev. W, Corcaran (South Duneiin), Rev J,
('Reiily (Oamaru), and Rev. J. O'Malley (Cathedral).
The remainingclergy of the dlocese were precluded from
attendance by ill-health or by the pressure of sick duty
I remote parts of their missions.

The funeral cortege Ieft Si. Joseph's (athednal at
2.30 p.m. on Tuesday and proceeded to the Southern
Cemetery, where the foterment took place. A large
conconrse of people followed the remains to thejr fast
resting-place. The ceremonies at the praveside were
condueted bv his Lordshin the Bishop, assisted by the
clergy mentioned above.—R.1.P,

MR. JOIIN SHANNAIAN, GREYMOUTII,

Our Greymouth correspondent reports the death of
one of the West Coast pioneers in the person of Mr
John Sharnaban, who passed away on June 10, at the
are of 73 years. The deceased was on the West
Coast in the carly days, and engaged in gold mining.

Hancock’s Imperial ALE and STOUT.

About twenty years ago he settled down in business
in Greymouth, where he lived ever since. The de-
ceased was of a most genial and chatitable disposi-
tion, and "always ready 1o lend a helpinrg hand to
those in distress. The late Mr. Shannahan left a
widow, nine sons, and two daughters to mourn their
Tost.—R.I1.P.

St. Vincent de Paul Society, Dunedin
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The following was the repori prescnied at the
annual meeting of the St. Vincent de Paul Sociely,
Dunedin, held in St. Joseph's Hall, on Wednesday
afternoon —

The committee have pleasure in submitting the
anmual report and balance sheet for the year ended
July 19, thus complcting the twentieth year of the
existence of the Dunedin branch of the Sf. Vincent
de Paul Society. During the past twelve-months the
Society has relieved a pgreat deal of distress, and
has also been the means of sending eight women
to Mount Magdala, two women and their children to
Wellington, and a young girl to a Home in  Auck-
land. This year your commiltee, 1n place of their
annual concert, held a special  collection at the Cath-
edral, North and South Dunedin churches, and desire
Lo tnank the congregation for bheir generous response.
The swmall concert and eguchre party  held dn St.
Joseoh's Hall, proved successiul, and the Society take
advantage ol the present opportunity 1o thank all
those who assisted at them. To all the generous and
sympathetic friends your committee offer sheir he'ar_t-
felt thanks, and would make special mention of his
Lordship the Bishop, the clergy ol the diocese, the
Nuns of the Good Shepherd (Mt. Magdala), Messts,
Calltan and Gallaway, U.8.5.Co., Huddart, Parker, the
Saocicty [or the Protection of Women and Children,
Mr. Torrance, Dr. O'Neill, Kaitangata Coal Co., and
SubSCTibing members.

The following ladies are office-bearers for the current
year : President, Mrs. Jachson (re-elected); vioe-presi-
dent, NMrs, J. B. (Callan (re-elected) ; treasurer, Misg
Columb (re-elected) ;  wardrobe-keeper, Mrs. Swanson
(re-elected) , secrelary, Miss Purton {re-elected).

The [ollowing is a list of the articles sent out durs
ing the jyear —~Two  bedsleads and bedding, 23 paird-
Mankels  (new), 5 pairs  (second-hand), 23 pinafores
(new), 7 (s.h.}, § cloaks (new), 8 (s.h.), 4 blouses {new)
5% {s5.h.), 99 sets women's and children's underwear
(new), 25 (sh.), 42 overalls (new), 9 (8.h.), ¢ pairs
sheols (new), 2 {s.h.) 5 rugs (s.h.), 3% pairs hoots and
shoes (new), 23 (s.h.), 5 pairs men’s boots (new), 10
(s h), 3 jachets (new), 19 (s.h.), 13 shirts (new), 11
(s h ), 58 pairs stockings (new), 27 (s.h.), 13 boys' suits,
6 shitts (new), 11 (s.h.), 8 costumes, 24 under-skirts
(mew), 13 (s .y, 4 dressing powns (s.h.), 12 children’s
dresses, 30 men’s and boys' coats, ete, (s.h.), 42 hats
(s h.), gloves, shawls, household furniture, prayer hooks,
rosary beads, medicine, soup, elc., 289vds fGannelefte,
132yds dress material, 63yvds lining, 142yds print, 82yns
flannel, 53yds shirting, 18yds calico, 24yds helland, 36yds.
galatea,

Forty-three meetings were held during the year, 373
1isits were made to the poor and sick, 1 hoy was semt
to St. Mary's (Nelson), 1 girl to St. Vincent de‘Paul's
Orphanage (South Dunedin), 8 women were sent to Mt,
Magdala (Christchurch), 2 women and their children to
Wellington, and a young pgirl was sent to a2 home in
Aucland. The Socicty has had 4 children baptised.
Grocerv orders were given to 77 people, coal orders to
60 (which was in addition to the coal given to the So-
ciety by the Kaitangata Coal Co.). There are 207‘hon-
otary members on the roll and 8 aclive members.

BALANCE BSHEET.

RECEIPTS. EXPENDITURE,
£ 8 d, £ r ¢
To Balanes in Tank, By (Froceries e 2811 0
Jnly. 1904 ... 25 5 10 w Conl | .. 2T % &
» Fized deposit ... 25 0 0 » Boota ., 12141
. Interest on fixed w DNrapery .. 26 & 10
deponit . bB15 O w U8R On and
n Subsoriptions ... 41 4 _6 Huddart Parker 10 1 ¢
y» Donationa . 1216 0 n Necsssarieaforsick 1 12 2
» Poor box . 1181 » Telephone w510
n Gross receipts of n Offeringe to Moant
conesrt w. 11 1 0 Magdata,ete, .., 8 0 §
1 Gross receipta of » Concert expenses 116 0o
enchra party 513 0 » Euchre party ex.
» Church coliection 53 10 § penres e 1 710
» Bank for keeping
accounta . 010 0
n Sundrig=—Cabhire,
cleaning  room,
telegrams .. B B810
» Balance inbank... 47 9 11
£1TT 4 9

£177 4 9

GOLD MEDAL 8T. LOUIS EXHIBITION,

Bottled inAunckland,



