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priest: and anti-convent tales nomrexistent, and the whole
husiness a fabrication from beginning to end. But in
the meantime the evil tale had gone round the earth on
.seven-league boots, while slow-paced fruth was drawing
on its sandals. I Estrange, in his ¢ Fables,” tells of a
cavalier who ordered his lawyer to draw up the sort of
affidavit that would suit his case—a false one, to wil;
‘and let me alone,’ he declared, ‘t{o do the part of a
gentleman and swear to it’  Amonrg the ' cavaliels’
that conduct lhe anti-clerical putter-press of Continental
Europe and its foreign echoes there is a steady demand
for antl-priest and anti-convent fiction. The Swiss
Milanese bureau played to them the part of the petti-
Togeiing, lawyer. Amd ihe casvialiersiswore ‘ like gentle-
men’ to ihe truth and honor-hright of every concocted
tale. We had a part in exposing the perjured character
of some of the Swiss-Milancse productions that found
their way inte 1be New Zealand secular press. The
operations of the slanderous association ceased through
the imprisorment of its principal for a nameless  and
abominable crime against morality.

A Brace of Falschoods

The fellow mentioned in the last paragraph—or one
of his school—seems to be * at his dirlyitricks again.’
The anli-clerical ‘ Etoile Betge' recently reperted a
¢ great scandal,’” which {il alleged) Tiad taken place at

St. Quentin. Tdorrible accusations (it declared) had
been laid there against a Catholic priest, the Abhbe
Jacques Lefebre. who was born on Oclober 23, 1806,

and was Professor of TTumanities in the College of St.
Josaph in thal city. The accusers were three young
men, whose names, ages, and places of abode were all
duly given. The police were investigating the matler,
and the whole story was as circumstantial as the en
venomed romances ihat emanated from the * Bureau of
Press Information® su BMilan beforeits gaol-hird chicf
went, Like Judas, ‘1o ms place” But mark how
plain a tale did put the St. Quentin story «owsn,
Here is 1lhe resull of the inve«tigation conducted on
the spol—we take it from the ' Catholic Times ' «of
May 26

*lhere is no prieest of thal
iin ; there is no college of =L Joseph , the police
hnow mnothing at all abowt 1he matler?! Yet thus
scandalous veport hasg heen issued broadeast, and  has,
doudtless, been rcad by thousanls, who. in their sim-
plicity, believed it to TPe true. One can only conclude
ihat some infamous agenry exists for the manufacture
and dissemdination of these fiendish lies againsl priesis.
And as if to support ihe conclusion, we see lhat a
number of men m Briltany lLasve publicly apologised
to the clergy for spreading scandabous lales againsi
them, and have thanEed them for nof insisting on their
being pumished by law !”

name at St Quen-

Another *yellow varn,” in the same general style,
comes from farther aficld. It tells aboul a priest ' of-
fering himsell as a human sacrifice at the altar of hig
own cathedral, at Cuale, Stale of CGuadalajara, Daexi-
co.” The poet Cay laid down in the T[ollowing coup-
let, the guiding principle of 1he ungentle art nf false-
hood :

‘ Lest men suspect vour take untrue,
Keep probability in view.’

This lesson of caution is, however, lost upon those who
venfure upon a description of Catholic usages  which
they do not understand. A ¢ priest ' with a * cathe-

dral” of *his own' wonld indeed be a curiosity in the
Catholic Church. This Mexican story is thus disposed
of by the ¢ Southern  Messenger © (San  Antonig,
Texas) (—

‘We do mnot usually pay any allention to the sen-
sations and horrors of ihe yellow press, and we advise
our readers lo pursue the same course. Even if this
horrible story were true, it would indicale nothing
more than that ‘the poor wrelch was a madman. But
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there is avery evidence that the story is nothing but
a miserable invention. The clipping before Us is from
the yellowest kind of a yellow journal, published in
New York. The story is dated from ‘‘ JHouston,
Texas,'' and the scene of the event is sajid to be
‘“ihe Cathedral at Cuale, State of Guadalajara,
Mexico.” Now, there is no Cathedral at Cuafe’, and
there is no such State as Guadalajara. There
is a city named  Guadalajara, but it is in
the State of Jahsco, The story is fplse on the veity
face of it, and about as clumsy & falschood as we
have lately come across.’

The moral of these stories is this: Readers should
be very sceptieal—or at least suspend judgment—re-
garding anti-Cabholic stories that are imported iuto
this country from lands that are ifar away.

The French Tyranny

The following hrief cable-mmessage appeared in  the
New Zealand secular papers a few days ago: ° The
Chamiber of Deputies passed by 311 to 223 the Bill for
separating the State from the Church.” This marks a
fresh and distinct advance in a course of legislation which
comprises the wholesale plunder of the property of the
Church and the proscription and banishment of {ens of
thousands of parsors the Wead and front of whose of-
fending consisted in their efforts for the cause of Chris-
tian education and their devotion to the sick and suffer-
ing poor. The object ¢f the dissolution of the unequal
partnership hetween State and Church is to enable the
State to more effectually pag, cripple, and strangle the
Chureh. The recent vote of the Chamhber of Deputies is
merely the latest step in the long-drawm campaign to
destroy the last traces of the Clurch's rights and liber-
ties which even the great Revclution spared.

L

From the fifteenth cenfury 1iil the outbreak of the
Revolution in 1789 the Catholic Church was {he religion
established by law in France. Al this was brought to
an end when the great upheaval swept like a tidal wave
over the country, On  August 26, 1789, the Revolution
Assembly voted the declaration which severed the olden
Tond between Churoh and State.  The possessions  of
the Church were swallowed up. Many of the bishopsiand
clergy were banwshed, or had their heads shorn off by the
fall of the pguillotine, and a * Goudess of Renson '—of
shady reputation—was set up and worshipped In the
( athedral of Notire Dame. By the time that Napoleon
became Firgt Consul, on Decamber 15, 1788, the sane
bulk of the mation wete sick with horror and loathing of
ihe bleodlhirsty and irrelipious excesses that had been
brought into play by the Revolution. Napoleon himself
realised (says a historian ef the pariod) *That it isim-
possible te rule over a people destitute of religion, and
ihat, to restore order and peace to the State, it was
absolutely ncocessary to  re-establish {he Church’ in
France At his requesl, nepotiations were opened be-
tween him and Pope Pius VIT. They resulted in the'his-
toric Councordat or agreement of July 15, 1801, which
ile Chamber of Deputies has now set aside.

Pope Pius VII. accepted the Concordat under moral
compulsion, as the lesser of two great evils—open per-
seculion (including the absolute confiscalion of Church
properiy), and a threateped sclusm. The Concordat con-
sisted of seventeen articles. The Pope. on his part, al-
fowed the rulers of France certain privileges in connec-
tion with the momination of bishops and pastors, the
determining of the boundaries of new parishes, ete.  He
furthermore guaranteed thal neither he nor his successors
woukld in any way disturb those who'were in possession
of the ecclesiastical property seized and sold during the
Revolution.  Napoleon, on Ris side, guaranteed, in the
very first article of {iwe Cloncordat, the ® free exercise ’ of
the Catholic religion in France. He alse, in the name
of his Government, pledged himself 10 make adgquate
provision for the due and proper maintenance of the
bishops and priests, and to sanction any pew foundations
that pious persons might make in the inferests of the
Catholic religion im France,

GOLD MEDAL &7, LOUIS FXHIBITION,
Bottled in Aunckland,




