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Mr. A. J. Muller then read the address, which was
artistically illuminated by the Sisters of the local con-
vent. The lefitering was in blach angd red on a green
ground, and was mounted on white satin, ornamented
with floral devices. Tt was enclosed in a frame, very
tastefully carved,. also the work of the Sisters. The
following" was

The Address :

‘ We, the undersigned memberz f the Ashburton
CathoM® parish, desire to tender vou, on behalf ‘of
your parishioners, our heartiest congratulations on this
oceasion of your silver juilee. The twentv-five years
that you have spent in the ministry of God, kate been
to the advantage of the Church in general, and the
Ashburfon parish in particular. We hailed your advent
to this parish, some thirteen years ago, because you
were known to the clergy and laily of New Zealand,
a8 a priest possessing in the highest degree qualities
of mind and heart, which were & guarantee ic us
tlat our spiritual and temporal welfare would be as-
sured under your able administration. Your zeal as a
spiritual director, and your exiensive learning, have al-
ways fitbed vou to be an able exponent of Catholic
truth and doctrine. When you arrived here the impe-
diate needs of {he parish were the erection of a church
at Rakaia, the enlargement of the church at Methven,
and the removal of the convent to a more central sile,
These workls vou  acccmplished, and they are briefly
mentioned to prove your worth as an administrator.
When you asswmed charge the fingncial position of the
parish was in an embarrassing condition ; and it says
much for your financial abilily that the debt, which for
a number of years had hindered the progress of the
parish, is now extingeished. On this memorable anni-
versary, we desire to assure you of our deep sense of
gratitude for the seli-sacrificing manner {n which you
have carried out many important undertgkings on our
behall.  Your parishioners (assisted by vour 1many non-
Catholic friemds, together with your brother diccesan
priests), who desire to add to your personal comiort,
have much pleasure on this memorable occasion in pre-
senting you with an auvlomomle. We 1irust thnat vyour
acceptance of it will tend 1o strenglhen the bond of
sympathy that already unites you 10 ws. Ilumbly pray-
ing God to grant you strenpth of mind and hody to
enable you to worthily continue to fulfil the sacred du-
ties of your holy effice, we heg to subsciibe ourselves
your devoted and loyal people.’

At the conclusion of the reading of the address Mr.
Muller presenied the Very Rev. Dean with a cheque for
300 guineas and iwo iravelling rugs.

The Very Rev. Dean Bowers, spealing on behalf of
the clergy of the  dwocese, said he  had  hnown Dean
O'Donnell personally fo1 the past twemly vears At all
times and in all places, whether he apreed or disamieed
with the Dean, he had always found im to ke a true
man in the bewt sense of the word. Tie had always
been able to male a successfit] appeal to Father O'Don-
nell’s sympalbies in cases of necessity or destiivtich.
Thero was no priest in the Coluony miore highly valued
and appreciated by the Catholic elergy of New Zealand
than Father O'Donnell of Ashburton, and there was no
parish in Austiralasia where Father O'Dopnell would not
be wdlecomed. He paid a ligh {ribute 1o the exception-
al husiness capacily of Father O'Donnell.”  Ilc had met
many business people, contractors, and others on  ihe
West Coast, who had assured him that their business
dealings with the Dean had been among the most satis-
factory of thelr cxperience He was present at  Dean
O'Donnell’s ordination twenty-fine years ago. Twenty-
five years hence the Dean, if God spared him, would
celebrate his polden julilee, and if his parish then de-
cided to give him a flying machine or such improved
machine for kcomotion as would then he in vogue, the
speaker would, if he were still alive, come and attend
that celebralion.

The Mavor (Mr I, Davis) said that he was present
on bdhall of the non-Cathelic memhbers of the commue-
nity, and as represeniative of the Borough of Ashbur-
ton, and it gave him much pleasure to add his guota to
the recognition of Dean O’Demnnell’s serviees. The lon-
ger anvore knew Father O'Donnell, the better they liked
him. He had never known a case where the Father had
turned away z2ny  poor Ssoul who came to him  seching
assistance or advice T1le also hoped to bhe present at
the Rev, Father’s golden junilee, and would travel fifty
miles to see him made a hbishop.

Messrs. D. Thomas, R Friedlander, W. II. Conllins
(ex-Mayors of the town), also bore testimony to Father
O'Donnell’'s courtesy, unfailing tact, and business cap-
acily, and his general popularity as a citizen of Ashbur-
on.

' Tnbutes to the Dean's 7eal on bhehall of religion
were paid by Messts. P. Hamrahan, J. P. McQuilkin, and
L. Hanrahan, as representing his parishioners.

Ty

Mr. A. J. Muller said that the fact that ihe address
to Father (’Donnell was signed by several of the lead-
ing mempers of the congregation spoke for itseii. There
was no doubt the address truly represenied the feeling
of tlhe congregation taken as a whole, and of the Cath-
olic community throughout Ashburton. He was pleased
to be able to say that with ihe exception of, one case
ke had mot to ask any person, Catholic or non-Cath-
olic, for a subscriplion towards the testimonial ; yet he
had recenned £90. The success attending the comnmit-
tee’s elluits was a striking testimony to Father O'Don-
nell 8 popularity  among all classes, 1he second sub-
seription of fhive guineas which the speaker 1eceived was
given by a non-Catholic. It had been decided not to
purchase for the Rev. Father an automobile, but‘to‘band
over the money to him and let him make kis own selec-
tion. The speaker joined with previous speakers ip
trusting tiat the Dean would live to see his golden jubi-
lee, and hoped that when the time came for the celebra-~
tion of that event, it would find Father ’Donnell still
amongst his Ashburton congregation.

His Lordship Bishop Grimes said he was present to
show Iis appreciation of the act so well performed, not
only by the Catholics, but by the citizens of Ashburton
and the surrounding district. Fe at first intended to
comvey his sentyments by telegram or by letter, as it
was not the custom for bishops to aftend functions of
this description. He might stale that this was the
first oeeasion on which he had been present at a presen-
tation fo any priest in his diocese. It had given %im
deep gratification  to listen to the speeches made In
honor of Dean O Donnell. He had appointed Father
O'Dounnell one of the first Deans in Canterbury, and his
position thatl evening was, therciore, a proud one. To
find many leading citivens who were not Catholics pre-
sent at @ gathering held in honor of a Catholic priest
was very gratifying to a Bishop. When the speaker
came lo Christchurch as the first Catholie Bishop of the
diocese, Father O'Donnell had already done great work
in the diocese of Wellington, to which the Christchurch
diocesa was then attached. He pgave Father 'Donneil
his first appointment in this diocese, having heatd of
his work on the West Coast. Since then he had seen,
with his own eyes, what Father O'Donnell had done. He
outlined the career of Father O’Donnell previous to
coming to Ashburton. When the Dean fitst came to
Ashburton there was a very large debt hanging over the
parish. The speaker had been ashed to take the rospon-
sibility for this debt on tfo his own shoulders and make
it a diocesan liability, hut although he was then a ‘new
chum,” hae was hardly green crough to do that.
{Under Dean O'Donncll’s able administratlon this debt
had been wired outl, and the finances of the Church in
Ashburion were now in an eminenily satisfaciotry condi-
tion. Ile wasg pleased Lo hear a remark from Mr. Thom-
as which one would hardly have expeclted from anyone
but a member of the Cathelic Church. Ile referred to
the snggestion that Ashburton needed a new  Catholic
church.” He would be very pleased, if {iod spared him,
to lay the foundation stone of a new Cathelic church
for Ashburton, and would also like to see Father O'Don-
nell installedl in a new preshytery. Toubtless these [m-
provements would be effected some time in the future,
Should e bhe spared to  live twenty-fixe vears longer,
even though he would then be a very old and worb-out
janid of man, he would he glad to be present at Dean
O'Donnell's golden jubilee.

Dean O'Domnmell in Reply.

On rising tn reply the Very Rev. Dean O'Donnell was
receired with long-continued  applanse. He said': 1
should be a great deat more than human Ii T were not
deeply gratified to-night, and zt the same time I shouwld
ke a great deal less than a man if 1 were not highly
pleased at the svlendid demonstralion got wp by the
members of my congregation, and the fine testimonial
rresented 1o me as a token of their regard. I have
somebimes foit inclined to sneer when the recipient of
come such testimonial as this has said that * words
failed him to express his feelings,” but I shall mever
sneer again, as I feel to-night that no words could ade-
quately express my feetings. T thank you from the bot~
tom of my heart. What more can I say ? I'am deeply
prateful to you for your kindness to me to-night There
was hardly a priest ever ordained who, when the Bi-
shep's hands were laid upeon him and he was given his
spcerdntal powers, did not make great plans and resolu-
tions for the future work of his life for the glory of
God and the furtherance of his religion. I was, per-
hans, no exceniion to this rule, tut no one knows bet-
ter than myself how far the performance has lagged be-
hind the inlentions. T mieht be able very easily to dis-
count the manv oomplimentary things sakd about me this
evening, but T find it impossible to discount the fact
that a very handsome cheque has heen poesented to me,
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