
INTERESTING ACCOUNT OF CATHOLIC MISSIONS
A correspondent of the Now York lFreeman's Jour-nal, m the course of a letter from Shanghai eivessome interesting particulars regarding Catholic mis-uons in the various parts of China. The first mis-sionary work of which there is any authentic record(he *W was begun by St. Francis Xavier in 1552 Heentered China and died at Sanoian, near Macao Can-iShi? Mj£K yearr»" is Pioneer saint was succeeded byFather Matthew Ricci, called in Chinese, 'Lima-tow

'
who arrived in 1582 and died in 1610, after founding¥%a "lss\ons ° f Peking and Nanking. From 1554 to1774 the Jesuit missions flourished in Ohina. when theconverts numbered over 100,000 about 40,000 of whomwere m tne.vicinity of Shanghai. A terrible persecu-tion of Catholics occurred in 1741 under the EmperorKienlung. But for this and another untoward event in1774 the entire comersion of China might now be wellnigh accomplished.

In 1842, after a lapse of 68 years, the Jesuits re-sumed their labours in China, and
The Present Shanghai Mission

dates from that year. To-day there are lour churchesin the city, St. Joseph's Cathedral, in the FrenchConcession, is the residence of the Right Rev. ProsperPans, Bishop of Silando, Vicar-Apostolic of Nanking
consecrated November 11, 1900. There are fourpriests
in charge of the parish.

The Church of the Sacred Heart m the Americantown has three priests in charge. These two churchesha\e their schools, colleges, ana convents wellequipped
and the congregations form a curious mixture offoreigners and natives. On Stundays sermons arepreached in English, French, and Chinese, a fact whichbespeaks the universality of the faith. The Chinesechant their prayers in unison with the Holy Sacrifice.This throws an air peculiarly devotional and impressive
around the ceremony. The Catholic population at StJoseph's is about 2000, wtth a large "moving elementfrom other cities of China. The natives nnmber about1000, and are \ery devout Catholics. On the festivalsof Jthe Church and the first Friday of each monthcrowds of natives may bo seen receiving Holy Com-munion. The Fathers speak in the highest terms of thedevotionof the English-speaking American, Italian andSpanish Catholics iv the parish.

Another church, called the
'
Pagoda or Oia Church,'

is inside the walled city. H had formerly been a joss
house, but was restored through the agency of theFrench Minister. The Catholics in the 'little parish
number about 500, and the priests are native Chinese,
and might strilke one as rather quaint in their queues
and Chinese dress, but which really betokens tnecatholicity of the Church of Ohrist. In the suburbs,
outside the walledcity, stands a massive and splen-
did church, a monument to the devotion of ChineseChristians, and which could easily accommodate at one
service all the Catholics in the vicinity. The parjsh-
ioners here number about 400 souls.

The Valley of the Yangtse
contains the richest provinces of China, as well as themost tempting from a commercial point of view. Nan-king is about 205 miles up the valley from Shanghaiand was the former capital of "the Empire under the
Tiding dymasty. The name means a Southern Capital-Soochow and Sungkiang are two good sized cities,
each about 25 miles from Shanghai. The former 'isconsidereh one of the finest cities in China, and bas apopulation of 550,000. Hankow is the northern ter-
minus of the Canton and Hankow Railroad lately in-
crusted to the American Development Company. Ich,-
ang is at' the head of navigation, and was lately thescene of the appalling massiaone of a Catholic Bishop
and three priests by a fanatical mob of pagans.. All
these cities have churches and are flourishing centres ofmissionary labours. The Nanking mission, whosehead-quarters are at Shanghai, has a Catholic populationof over 140,000 souls, while 90,000 others are being
prepared for baptism; 130 foreign and 30 native mis-
sionaries are engaged in this good work. TheSuperior-General of the mission is the Rev. J. M.Louail, S.J., who hails from Brittany, France.

The^paefan population of the two provinces of Ki-angsu and Anhwei is 60,000,000, with the enormousdensity of 700persons to the square mile. The JesuitFathers labor also in the S. E. portion of the pto-
Unce.of Chihli, forming a separate mission, consisting
of a bishop, 60 foreign and 12 native priests, 12 lay
brothers, 450 helpers and 52,000 baptized Chrlsfians.

The youthful King of Spain, whose marriage is a
matter of such immediate interest, had the experience,
rare among monarchs, of being born a King. His father
had been dead some six months when the infant, borne
on a golden salVer, was first presented to his Court. He
adores the motner to whose watchful care he owes his
life, and hers is the only influence to which his autocra-
tic nature has readily submitted.

'
Alfonsito

'
is one

of the pet names by which she called him whenachild,
but no one else might ever use it. When a Minister
once askeS, 'How are you, Alfonsito ?

' the baby-King
said haughtily,

'
To mammaIam Alfonsito, but to you

Iam the King."
At a trial of a 3 Disc Benicia Plough at Cam-

bridge, fully 50 reoresTjntative farmers of the Waikato
were present, some came thirty miles to see it. The
trial was in swamp land, with rushes three feet high,
the plough cutting them clean out, and tyuite easily
with four horses. One farmer present, when booking
his order, exclaimed that he would be '

a made man.'
He had been naving £3 5s per aore to get the rushes
cut out by hand. With the Benicia he will be able to
do fblly four acres a day....

TharedaY Jane 29,1905

Cardinal Moran on Socialism

NEW ZEALAND TABLET
THE CHURCH IN CHINA

At the opening of the Federation Fair in aid ofSt. Francis's Convent, SySney, his Eminence CardinalMoran^took the opportunity of making some remarksonthe anti-socialistic campaign in which Mr. Reid andfriends are engaged throughout the Commonwealth. HisEminence said :—
Iha\e referred to another extensive campaign, whichis being carried on, and apparently with success, through-

out the length and breadth of the State.
'

We have thedistinguished, eloquent Premier of our Commonwealthengaged in a warfare against socialism. Some few
monins ago in addressing our good Hibernians Isaid Ihad some doubts as to what was meant by socialismand as the campaign has gone oh Imust confess thatmy difficulty has increased. Ihave not as yet a veryclear idea as to what is meant by socialism' in the pre-sent campaign. There can be no doubt as to the so-cialism which Mr. Reid and his brother officers are as-sailing. They are assailin-g communism, and they areassailing anarchism. They make no secret of it, and formy part Iwould wish that their eloquent discourseswere deliveredin France or in Germany, and Iam surethey might have some effect on the anarchists and the
communists who are there certainly endeavoring to un-d^-imne the welfare of the State. But it seems to bequite out of place in Australia.

Our Democracy
has no such aims, and it is difficult to understand howmen in their senses could be going about cormbating
some extreme views of communism and anarchy whenreally there is no enemy against whom their assaultsmay be Directed. Isaid a person might be puzzled to
Know how this campaign has arisen or why it is being
carried on, but 1have heard an explanation—ldo notmow whether it may meet with the \iews or the appro-
val of tne parishioners of St. Francis's. During the
past few months, and at the present lime, they are
carrying on in the literary circles of Spain and Eng-land, France and Germany, a grand tercentenary cele-bration of the great work of Cervantes, which is knownas '

Don Quixote,' and it occurred to me that as we
have no literary celebrationhere the head of our Gom-
monwealth may well engage in a Quixotic enterprise— a
Quixotic campaign— and thus it m.ay be said Australia
has done its part in commemorating this tercentenary
celebration of the publication of

'Don Quixote.' Noone could doubt that all those distinguished leaders
who are lra\elling through the country, who are mar-shalling their military forces and who are sharpening
their swords, have only the well known wind-mill to re-
ceive the blows. 'They are discharging their artillery
with all their long-sipent eloquence, but the only enemy
to receive their charge is the soap bubbles of their.own
fancy. Certainly it seems strange that sensible men,
were it not to do honor to 'Don Quixote,' should go
about the country in such a way. Isay our Democ-
racy is* not the enemy that is combated by these ex-
treme principles that are laid down in this campaign.
Our democracy is only a social development, jyid a de-
velopment carried out on constitutional grounds and con-
stitutional lines, and the objective of our democracy, in-
stead of being subversive to society

—
to join the ranks

of communism— and hostile to the well-being of society,
is rather to promote progress and prosperity, and peace
and plenty. From mv heart Iwish our democracy every
success in attaining this objective.

3

/"^P*{\ rjT \KTJJJ *?"*O Importer, Watchmaker, Mannfaoturingr -Tow.Her, Medalist, efc.VI BZj\Jw 1 . 11HI1 BZi LAMBTON QUAY, COLOMBO STREET, OHRISTOHUBCn.LATEST NOVELTIES AT LOWEST PRICES. WELLINGTON. Established ... 1875


