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ments are to be administered, it enjoins upon them
the duty of explaining their efficacy in the vulgar
tongue to those who are about te receive them.

These prescriptions of the Sacred Council of Trent
have been epitemised and still more clearly defined by
Our Predecessor  Benediet XIV, in his Conslitution,
‘Itsi Minime ' in the followmg words . * Two chief
obligations have been imposed by the Council of Trent
on those who have ihe care of souls: first, ihat they
address the people on divire things on feast days; and
second, that they dinstruet the young and the ignuianid
in the rudiments of the law of God and of faith.’
Rightly does that most wise Pontiff male a distine-
tion between those two duties of the sermon, com-
monly known as the explanation of the Gospel and of
the catechism. For it may be tnat there are some
who, to save ihemselves trouble, are willing to belicve
that the explamation of the Gospel may serve also Ior
catechetical instruction. This is an errocr which should
be apparent to all. For the sermon on the Gospel is
addressed to those who may be supposed lo be already
instructed in the rudiments of the faith. It is, g0 to
say, the bread that is broken for adults. Catecheti-
cal instruction, on the other hand, is that milk which
ihe Apostle St. Peter wished to be desired with sim-
plicity by the faithivl as newly-born children.

The Task of the Catechist

is 1o take up one or other of the truths of faith or
Christian precepl, and to explain it in all its paris
and since the scope of this instruction is always di-
rected to amendment eof life, he must necessarily 1n-
stitute a comparison helwéen what is required of us by
OQur Lord and our actual conduct ; and he should, there-
fore, by appropriaie evamples shilfully selected from the
Holy  Scriptures, Church history, and the lives
of the saints, use persuasion with his hearers
and point  out 1o  them how they arc 1o
shape their conduct, concluding with an  effic-
acious  exhortation in order that they may  be
moved Lo shun and delest vice and to practise virlue.

We are aware that ihe office of eatechist is  not
much sought after, because, as a rule, it is deemed of
litile account and does nol lend itself easily to  the
winning of applause  Bult this, 1in Our ‘view, is an esli-
mate born of vanity amnd not of truth. We are quite
willing {0 admit the merits of ihose sacred oratoers
who dedicale themselies with genuine 7eal to the glory
of God by the delence and mambenance of the favth,
or by extlolling the heroes of Chrislianity. But  their
lahour presupposes labour of another kind, that of the
catechist. Where the latter is wanting, the Ioundations
are wanting, and they laber in vam who buld  the
house.  Too often it happens  that ginale sermony
which win the applause of crowded cougregations werye
only to tickle 1he ears, and fail utteirly to  touch the
heart. Catechetical instruction,  on  the other hand,
plain  and simple  though 1t be, is  1hat  word
of which God ITimsell speaks p Tsaas - ¢ And as the
rain and the suow came down fromn Heaven and  re-
turn no wore thither, hut soak the earth and water
if, and make it to sprine, and egive seed {o the sower
and bread to the cater; so shall v word be which
shall go forth from my mouth; it shall not return to
me 1o, but shall do whatsoever 1 please, and shail
prosper in the 1hings Jor which T sent 1t The
same, We think, is 1o be said of those prests who
compose labotions books 1o illustrate the Iruths  of
religion. They are worlhv of great commendation for
their aclivity  Bul how many read thewe volumes and
deritve fruil in proportion to the 1oil and the v ishes
of those who wrote them ? Whereas the teaching of
the ®atlechism, when properly done, never [ails Lo be
of nrofit to 1hose who lisien to it.

For (we must repeat this {ruth in order to stimu-
late the zeal of t1he ministers of the sanctnary) Lhere
are to-day vast numbers, and ihev are constantly in-
creasing, who are utterly ignorant of the truths of re-
ligion. or who have at most so little knowledge of
God and of the Christian faith 1hat they can live as
idolaters in the verv midsl ol the Light of Christian-
jtv. How many there are, nol enlv among  ihe
young, bul among adults and even those toliering
with "age who know nolling of the princtpal mysteries
of faith, who on hearing the name of Chrislt can only
ask  Who &5 he ithat I may believe in ITim?
(John iv. 36). And in conseguence of this ignorance
they male no crime of exeiting and cnenislung  halred
against their neighbour, of entering mto most unst
contracts, giving themseclves up 1o dishonest speeula-
tions, possessing themselves of the propertv of others by
enormous usury, and committing similar iniguities, They
are actually ignorant that

The Law of Christ

not only forbids immoral actions, but condemns deliber-
ate immoral thoughts, and immoral desires, so that even
when they are restrainedl by some wmotive or other
from abandoning themselves to sensual pleasures, they
feed without any kind of scruple on evil thoughts, multi-
plying sins heyond the hairs of their heads. Nor, ‘let
it be repeated, are such to be found oniy among the
poorer classes of the people or in country places, but
in the highest walks of life, and among those who, in-
flated with knowledpe, rely upon a vain erudition and
think themselves al liberty to turn rebigion into ridicule
agd o ¢ Blaspheme that which they know neot’ (Jud.
1 ).'

Now if it is vain to expect a harvest where no
seed has been sown, how can we hope to have better-
living generations if they be not instructed in timein
the doctrine of Jesus Christ ? It fcllows, foo, that it
faith languishes in our days, if it has almost van-
ished throughout a Iarge proportion of the people, the
reason is that the duty of catechetical teaching is
pither fulfilled very superficially or altogether neglected.
Nor will it do to say, in excuse, that faith is a free
gift bestowed on each one at baptism. Yes, all whe
are baptised in Christ have had infused into them
the hahit of faith ; but this most divine ‘germ does not
develop, or put forth great branches (Mark iv. 32)
when left to itself, and as if by its own virtue. Man
at his birth has within him the faculty of under-
standing, but he has need also of the mother's word
1o awaken it as it were, and to bring it into action.
So too lhe Christian, born again of the water and tha
Holy Ghost, has faith within him but he requires the
word of the Church to fecundate it and dewelop it,
and mahke it {fruitful. Tience the Apostle wrote:
* Faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word
of God' (Romans x. 17), and to show the necessity
ol teaching he adds. * Tlow shall they hear without a
preacher * (Ihid.).

Now if all that has been said serves to show the
supreme importance of religious teaching, supreme also
must be Our solicitude in maintainine always in vigor,
and in re-establishing where it may happen 1o have
become neglected, the teaching of the catechism which
Benedict X1V. described as * the most useful of institu-
fiony for the elory of (od and the salvalion of spuls’
(Cons, ¢ Ktsi Minime,” 13). Desirous, therefore, Vener-
ahle Brethren, of fulfiiling this mest important duty,
imposed upon Uis by the Supreme Apostolate, and of
introducing uniformity evervwhere in this most weighty
matter, We do by OQur Supreme aulhorily, enact and
stricily ordain that in all dioceses

The Following Precepts he Observed :

T.—All pansh priests, and, in general, all those who
have the care of souls, on every Sunday and feast day
throughout the year, without exception, sha!l with the
{text of the catechism instruct for the space of an
hour the young of both sexes in what everyone must
helieve and do to be saved.

II —They shall, at stated times during the year,
prepare boys and girls by continued instruclion, last-
ineg several days, 1o receive the sacramenis of Ten-
ance and Confirmation,

ITI —They shall likewise, and with special care, on
alt forial days of T.ent, and if necessarv on other days
after the feasl of Itasler, by suitable 3nstruction and
reflections, prepare boys and girls to make their first
Compmunion m a holy manner.

TV.—In each and every parish the Confraterpity of
fhristian  Doctrine is to Be  canonically erected,
Through this fhe parish priests, especially in places
where there is a scarcity of priests, will find valuable
helpers  for the Catechetical instruction in pious lay
ner<ons who will lend their aid to thiz holy and salu-
tary work, holh 1hrough zeal for the glory of Gad and
as a means of gaining the numerous indulgences grant-
el by the Sovercign Pontiff.

V —~In large towns, and especially in  those which
contain universilies, colleges, and grammar schools, let
religious classes he founded, to instruct in the truths
of faith and in the praclice of Christian life the
young people who freguent those public schools from
which all religious teaching is banned.

VI —Oonsidering 1oo, thab especizily in these days
adults nob less than the voung stand in need of re-
ligious instruction, all parish priests and others having
the care of souls, shall, in addition to the usual
homilv on the (osnel delivered at the parochial Mass
on all dayw of obligation, explain the Catechism ‘for
the faithfvl in any easy style, suited to the intelligence
of their hearers, at such time of the day as they
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