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indispensable for salvation—and even then it often hap-
pens that the invalid has hecome so far tlie slave of cul-
pable ignorance as to consider superfluous the interven-
tion of the priest, and to face calmly the terrible pas-
sage lo eternity without reconciling himself with God.
QOur predecessor DBenedict X1V., therefore, had good rea-
son to write as he did . ¢ This we asseverate : {hat the
majority of those who are condemned to eternal punish-
ment fall into this everlasting misfortune through ignor-
ance of these mysleries of the faith which must neces-
sarily be hnown and belicved by all who belong o the
elect ' (inst, xxvi. 18).

This being so, Venerable Brethren, what wonder is it
if we see to-day 1n the world, and not merely among
barbarous peoples but in the very midst of Christian
nations, a constantly

Increasing Corruption and Depravity ?

The Apostle writing to the Ephesians admonished them .
‘* But fornication and all uncleanliness or covetousness,
let it not be so much as named among you, as hecom-
eth saints, or obscemity or Joolish talking® (lphes. v.
d4, 4). But as the basis of this holiness and of the
modesty that curbs the passions he sels supernatural
wisdom @ ' See, therefore, brethren, how you walk cir-
cumspectly, not as unwise, but as wise, redeeming the
time, for the days are evil’ (Ithwd. 15-16).

And rightly so. For the human will has retained
bub hittle of that love of whal Is nighi and jusi which
God the Creator infused into it and which drew it, so to
speal, towards the real and not merely apparent good.
Depraved as it has become by the corruption «of the
first sin, and hardly conscious of the exisience of God,
its Author, its aflections are almost entirely turned to
vanity and lying. The erring, blinded by perverse pas-
sions, has nced therefere of a guide 1o point cout the
way ard lead it hack to the palhs of jusiice so unhap-
pily abandoned. ‘This gnide, noi selected at random but
designated especially by nature, is no other than the in-
teliect. Butl if the intellect be itself lacking 1n {ruc
light, that is, in ihe hnowledge of Mrvine thines, it will
be the bind teading the blind. and both will fall into the
ditch. Holy David, praising (od for the light of truth
whirh is flashed from ITim on our minds, said ¢ The
hght of Thy countenance, OO Lerd, is signed upon us’
(Ps. 1. M. And he described the eflect of this light
when he added - ' ‘Thou hast given gladness in my heart’
—the gladness that fills the hearl o mahke il 1un in the
way of the Divine commandments.

A1l this hecomes evident on & litile reflection.  For
the doctrine of Jesus Christ 1eveals 1o us God and Ihis
infimite  perfection with far greater elearness than does
the natural light of the human intellect.  What tollows?
That same doctrine commands us

To Tlonor God hy Faith,

which is the hemase of our miud | by bope, which is
the homage of our will , by chanty, which is the hom-
age of our heart, and ibus it binds and -ubjeels  the
whole of man to his  Supreme  DMaker and Ruler. So,
too, only lhe doctiine of Christ makes hnown lo us the
true and most lofty dignitv of man, by showing him to
he the son of the celestial  Father who is 1 heaven,
made to bis jmaze and likeness and desthined Lo live with
Him m eternal blizss. But from this very dignity  and
irom the hnowledge that man has of it Christ deduces
the obligation for all men of loving one another like
brothers, as they are; commands them to Inve here be-
low as children o light ‘' not in rioling and drunken-
ness, not in chambering and impurities, not in contention
and envy ' (Rom. xiii. 13); obliges them, too, to place
all their solicitude in God, since He has care of us;
commands  us to streteh  forth a helping hand to the
poor, to do good to those who do evil 1o us, to prefer
tne eternal  good of the soul to the fleeting good of
time. And, not 1o go too far into detail, is it nol the
doctrine of Jesus Christ which inspires in proud man
the love of humility, which is the souice of all true
glory 7 ¢ Whosoever shall Lumble himseli he is
the greater in the king@om of hearen’ (Matlh wvili 4)
¥rom the same doctrine we learn prudence of the spirit,
by means of which we are enabled to shun ihe prudence
of the flesh, justice which teaches us to give everyone
his due, fortitude which makes us ready io suffer all
things, and by means of which we do, in facl, suffer all
things with generosity for the sale of God and of our
eternal happiness, and, finally, temperance, through which
we find it possible to love even poverty, and actually to
glory in the cross, and pay no heed Lo contempt. In fine

The Seience ol Christianity

is a fount mot only of light for the intellect, enabling it
to attair to truth, but of warmtih to ithe will, whereby
we raise ourselves up to God and unite ourselves with
him for the practice of virtue.

Not indeed that We mean 1o say that a knowledge of
religion may not be joined with a pérverse will and a
bhad life. Would to Gswod that facts did not only too
abundantly prove the contrary ! But We do maiptain
that the will cannot be upright nor conduct good while
ihe intellect is the slave of crass ignorance, A man
using® his eyes may certainly turn aside from the right
path, but the one who has becoine blind is certain to
walk into the mouth of danger. Besides, there is al-
ways some hope for the reform of evil living as long as
the light of faith is not wholly extinguished , whereas,
if as a resuit of 1gnorance want of laith is added to

corruplion, the case hardly admils of remedy, and ihe
road to elernal ruin lies open.

Such, then, being the unhappy ccnsequences of ignor-
ance in matters of religion, and such, on the other hand,
the, necessity amd utility of religious instruction, seeing
that nobody can fulfil the duties of a Christian without
knowing them, it only remains to irquire as to whosa
duly it is to eliminate this ignorance from the minds of
the pecple, and to impart to them a knowledge so essen-
tial on this point. Venerable Brethren, there can be no
room for doubt, for this most important duty is incum-
kent on all who are pastors of souls. On them by com-
mand of Christ rests the obligation of knowing and
feeding the flocks entrusted to them. To feed implies
first of all to teach. ‘I will give you,” God promised
through Jeremish, ‘pastors after my own heart, and
ihey will Ieed you with hnowledge and docirine ' (Jer.
j1i. 15). Ience the Apostle St. Paul said : * Christ sent
nme nol to baptise, but {o preach the Gospel' (1 Cor.
i, 17), thus indicating that the first office of all 1those

why arce placed to rule in some measure the Church is tg
instruct the faithful.

Wo do not think it necessary to speak here of the
sublime character of this instruction or to show how
metitericus it is in the sighl of God. Assere’ly  the
almsgiving with which we alleviate the trials of the
poor 15 highly praised by the Lord. But who will deny
that a far greater measure of praise is due fo the zeak
and the labor cxpended in teaching and exhortation, not
on ihe fleeting welfare of the body but on the elernal
welppre of souls 7 In truth than this noiling is nearer
or dlearer to the heart of Jesus Christ the Saviour of
soulg, Who, throngh the lips of Isaias, aflitmed of Him-
sell ' T have been sent to preach the Gospel to the
poor © {Luhke iv. 18).

Tor Our present purpose it will be hetter to dwell
on a single point and to insist on it, viz., that for no
priest is there

A Duty More Grave

or an oblipation more binding than this one Will any-
one deny #hai knowledge ought to be joined with holi-
ness of life in every priest?  For the lips of the
priest  shall heep knowledge’ (Mal. ii. 7). And the
(*hurch does 1n fact requite 1t most rigorously in those
who are to be raised 1o the sacerdolal ministry. And
why this 7 Because it is irom them that the Christian
people are Lo learn. and it is for that end tihat they are
sent by CGod. ‘'And ihey shall seek the law at his
mouth for he is the angel of the Lord of Hosis * (Ibid),
Thus ihe Bishop in ordaining addresses the candidates
for Orders in these words * Leb your spiritual dectrine
be as medicine for the people of (God; let them be pru-
dent co-operators of our orger ; in order that meditat-
ing day and night on this law they may believe whal
they shali read, and teach what they shall belicve’
(* Pont. Rom.’).

It this is true of all priests, whal is to be thought
wilh regard to those who ossess the title and the
authority of parish priesis, and who hy virtue of their
ran%, and in a sense by contract, have the office of rul-
mp, souls 7 These, in a certain measure, are to be num-
bered among  the pastors and doctors designated by
Christ in order that the faithful may be no longer as
children tossed to and fro and carried about by every
wind of doctrine by the wickedness of men, but that
“doing the truth in charity ithey may n all things pgrow
up to him who is the head, even Christ’ (Iph. iv. 14,
15).

Ilence the sacred Couneil of Trent, ireating of the
pastors of souls, lays down as their first and chief
duly that of instructing the faithful. It prescribes
that they musi speak to the people on the truths of
religion on Sundays and the more solemn feasts, and do
ihe same either daily or at least three times a week during
ihe holv seasons of Advent and Lent. Nor is it con-
ient with thig, for it adds that parish priests are
bhound, either by themselves or through others, to in-
struct the young, at least on Sundays and feast .days,
in the principles of faith and in obedience to God and
their parents (Sess. 5 ch. 2 de ref; Sess. 22 ch. 8;
Sess. 24 ch. 4 and 7 de reft), And when the Sacra-
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