
indispensable for salvation—and even then it often hap-
pens that the invalid has become so far the slave of cul-
pable ignorance as to cpnsider superfluous the interven-
tion of the priest, and to face calmly the terrible pas-
sage to eternity without reconciling himself with God.
Our predecessor Benedict XIV., therefore, had good rea-
son to write as he did. '

This we asseverate: that the
majority of those who are condemned to eternalpunish-
ment fall into this everlasting misfortune through ignor-
ance of these mysteries of the faith which must neces-
sarily be known and believed by all who belong to the
elect

' (Inst. xx\i. 18).
This being so, Venerable Brethren, what wonder is it

if we see to-day in the world, and not merely among
barbarous peoples but in the very midst of Christian
nations, a constantly

Increasing Corruption and Depravity ?
The Apostle writing to the Ephesians admonishedthem.'But fornication and all uncleanliness or covetousness,
let it not be so much as named among you, as becom-
eth saints, or o'bscemty or foolish talking ** (Ephes. v.
3, 4). But as the basis of this holiness and of the
modesty that curbs the passions he sets supernatural
wisdom : ' See, therefore, brethren, how you walk cir-
cumspectly, not as unwise, but as wise, redeeming the
time, for the days are evil

'
(Ibid. 15-16).

And rightly so. For the human will has retained
"but little of that love of what ib light and jusl which
God the Creator infused into it and which drew it,so to
speak, towards the real and not merely apparent good.
Depraved as it has become by the corruption of the
first sin, and hardly conscious ol the existence of God,
its Author, its affections are almost entirely turned to
vanity and lying. The erring, blinded by perverse pas-
sions, has need therefore of a guide to point out the
way and lead it back to the paths of justice so unhap-
pily abandoned. This guide, not selected at random but
designated especially by nature, is no other than the in-
tellect. But if the intellect be itself lacking in true
light, that is, in the knowledge of dfc\ me things, it will
be the blind leading the blind, and both will fall into the
ditch. Holy David, praising God for the light of truth
whi'h is flashed from Him on our minds, said

'
The

light of Thy countenance, 0 Lord, is siened upon us
'

(Ps. r . 7). And he described the effect of this light
when he added " '

Thou hast given gladness in my heart'— the gladness that fills the heart to make it nm in the
way of the Diwne commandments.

All this becomes e\ident on a little reflet tion. For
the doctrine of Jesus Christ ie\eals to us God and His
infinite perfection with far gieater clearness than does
the natural light of the human intellect. What iollows7

That same doctrine commands us

To Honor God by Faith,
which is the homage of our mind, by hope, which is
the homage of our will , by charity, which is the hom-
age of our heart , and thus it binds and the
whole of man to his Supreme Maker and Ruler. So,
too, only the doctiine of Christ makes known to us the
true and most lofty dignity of man, by showing him to
'be the son of the celestial Father who is m hea\en,
made to his innate and likeness and destined to liv\e with
Him in eternal bliss. But from this \ery dignity and
from the knowledge that man has of it Christ deduces
the obligation for all men of loving one another like
brothers, as they are; commands them to h\e here be-
low as children of light 'not in rioting and drunken-
ness, not Inchamiberlng and impurities, not in contention
and envy

'
(Rom. xiii. 13) ; obliges them, too, to place

all their solicitude in God, since He has care of us;
commands us to stretch forth a helping hand to the
poor, to do good to those who do evil to us, to prefer
tne eternal good of the soul to the fleeting good of
time. And, not to go too far into detail, is it not the
doctrine of Jesus Christ which inspires in proud man
the love of humility, which is the source of all true
glory? 'Whosoe\er shall humble himself ... he is
the greater in the kingdom of hea\en

' (Matth wiii 4)
From the same doctrine we l-earn prudence of the spirit,
by means of which we are enabled to shun the prudence
of the flesh, justice which teaches us to give everyone
his due, fortitude which makes us ready to suffer all
things, and by means of which we do, in fact, suffer all
things with generosity for the sake of God and of our
eternal happiness, and, finally, temperance, through which
we find it passible to love even poverty, and actually to
glory in the cross, and pay no heed to contempt. In fine

The Science ol Christianity
is a fount not only of light for the intellect, enabling it
to attain to truth, but of warmth to the will, whereby
we raise ourselves up to God and unite ourselves with
him for the practice of virtue.

Not indeed that We mean to say that a knowledgeof
religionmay not be joined with a perverse will and a
bad life. Would to Giod that facts did not only too
abundantly prove the contrary ! But We do maintain
that the will cannot be upright nor conduct good while
the intellect is the slave of crass ignorance. A man
using* his eyes may certainly turn aside from the right
path,, but the one who has become blind is certain to
walk into the mouth of danger. Besides, there is al-
ways some hope for the reform of evil living as long as
the light of faith is not wholly extinguished , whereas,
if as a result of ignorance want of faith is added to
corrupLion, the case hardly admits of remedy, and the
road to eternal ruin lies open.

Such, then, being the unhappy consequences of ignor-
ance inmatters of religion, and such, on the other hand,
tho,necessity and utility of religious instruction, seeing
that nobody can fulfil the duties of a Christian without
knowing them, it only remains to inquire as to whose
duty it is to eliminate this ignorance from the minds of
the people, and to impart to them a knowledge soessen-
tial on this point. Venerable Brethren, there can be no
room for doubt, for this most important duty is incum-
bent on all who are pastors of souls. On them by com-
mand of Christ rests the obligation of knowing and
feeding the flocks entrusted to them. To feed implies
first of all to teach.

'
I will give you,' God promised

through Jeremiah, ' pastors after my own heart, and
they will feed you with knowledge and doctrine' (Jer.
iii. 15). Hence the Apostle St. Paul said :

'
Christ sent)

me not to baptise, but to preach the Gospel' (1 Cor.,
i, 17), thus indicating that the first office of all those
wh:> are placed to rule in some measurethe Church is to
instruct the faithful.

We do not think it necessary to speak here of the
sublime character of this instruction or to show how
meiiieiicus it is in the sight of God. Ass-ire^ly the
almsgiving with which we alleviate the trials of the
poor is highly praised by the Lord. But who will deny
that a far greater measure of praise is due to the zeal
and the labor expended in teaching and exhortation;not
on the fleeting welfare of the body but on the eternal
wellkre of souls ? In truth than this nofhTng is nearer
or 'dearer to the heart of Jesus Christ the Saviour of
souls, Who, through the lips of Isaias, affirmed of Him-
self.

'
Ihave been sejnt to preach the 'Gospel to the

poor ' (Duke iv. 18).
For Our prasent purpose it will be better to dwell

on a single point and to insist on it, viz., that for no
priest is there

A Duty More Grave
or an obligation more binding than this one Will any-
one deny that knowledge ought to be joined with holi-
ness of life in every priest ? ' For the lips of the
pnest shall keep knowledge

'
(Mai. ii. 7). And the

Church does in fact requite it most rigorously in those
who are to be raised to the sacerdotal ministry. And
why this ? Because It is Irom them that the Christian
neople are to learn, and it is for that end that they are
sent by God. '"And they shall seek the law at his
mouth for he is the angel of the Lord of Hosts

' (Ibid),,
Thus the Bishoo in ordaining addresses the candidates
for Orders in these words 'Let your spiritual doctrine!
be as medicine for the people of God ; let them be pru-
dent co-operatorsof our order ; in order that meditat-
ing day and night on this law they may believe what
they shall read, and teach what they shall believe

'
(' Pont. Rom.').

If this is true of all priests, what is to be! thought
with regard to those who ossess the title and the
authority of parish priests, and who by virtue of their
rank, and in a sense by contract, have the office of rul-
ing souls ? These, in a certain measure, are to benun>-
bered among the pastors and doctors designated by
Christ in order that the faithful may be no longer as
children tossed to and fro anS carried about by every
wind of doctrine by the wickedness of men, but that
"doing the truth in charityIthey may in all things grow
up to him who is the head, even Christ

'
(Eph. iv. 14,

15).
Hence the sacred Council of Trent, treating of the

pastors of souls, lays down as their first and chief
duty that of instructing the faithful. It prescribes
that they must speak to the people on the truths of
religion on Sundays and the more solemn feasts, and do
the same either dailyor at least threetimes a week during
the holy seasons of Advent and Lent. Nor is it con-
tent with this, for it adds that parish priests are
bound, either by themselves or through others, to in-
struct the young, at least on Sundays and feast days,
in the principles of faith and in obedience to God and
their parents (Sess. 5 eh. 2 de ref ;Sess. 22 eh. 8 ;
Sess. 24 eh. 4 and 7 de ref.). And when the Sacra-
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