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MESSAGE OF POPE LEO XIII. TO THE N.Z, TABLET

Pergant Directores et Scriptores New Zealand Tablet, Apostolica Benedietione confortati,
Religionis et Justitise causam promovere per vias Veritatis et Pacis.

Die & Aprilis, 1800,

LEO XIII., P.M.

TRANSLATION.—Fortificd by the Apostolic Blessing, let the Pivectors and Writers of the New Zealand Tablet
continue to promote the cause of Religion and Fustice by the ways of Truth and Peace.

April 4, 1900,

LEO XIII., Poge.

Carrent Topics

Knox's Last Descendant

Apropos of fthe recent Knox cenlenary, the Boston
* Pilot * reminds its readers that the last lineal descen-
dant of the Scottish * Reformer ’ became a Catholic and
is now a priest in the great Catbolic Universily of
Notre Dame (Indiana, U.S.A). Time's whiiliglg does
occasionally bring in sirange resenges.

‘' idolaters’
There is one thing in which autocratic Russia sets—
though in vain—a good example to copstitutional  Bri-

iain. [t never entercd the head of a Tsar to pubhcly
proclaim  LUatholic worship, at his coronation, ' idola~
trous and superstitious.’ ‘Tsar Nicholas has travelled

even further along the pleasant paths of rehigious {olera-
{ion—although there still ramains a long road 1o cover.
By imperial ukase he has decreed thab * henceforth Budd-
hists shall not be characterised as idolaters tn oflicial
documents.” In England the lingly office is degraded by
a ‘relic of barbarism " in the shape of an ocalh by which
the crowned head of the Tmpire is comgpelled, at 1he
moment vl s accession to power, lo declare all ad-
herents of the Catholic Fajth—and them alone—idula-
ters. And yet we remember what whirlwinds of flery
rhetoric arose from  scores of mostly * yellow * pulpits
and platforms throughoul New Zealand at 1he sugges-
tion that Catholics should be treated by King Edward
VII. at his aceession with as much conswderation as he
was expected 1o show 1o the Buddhists and the Mahom-
edans and the Toitentot pagans that e under his far-

extending rule.
*

Thev manage these things belier in Russia, likewise
in Germany. TIn the FKatherland secligmous distrust  of
royalty has burned itself out sooner than in ihe British
Isles. In Wurtemburg. for instance, no declaration of
religion wiil be demanded hy the Protestanl majority
from the Catholic Duke Philip, ihe nexi heer to  the
throne. Saxony is mostly Protestanl, but i1ts crowned
head:; are all Cuatholic, and no questions are asked as to
the complexion of their religious Tbelief. The Grand
Duke of Baden is a Proteslant, but his people, 1wo-
thirds of whom belong to the Anclent Faith, never
dream of evacting from him any declaration of reli-
gions  belief. Neither does it enler the head of any
person in the Fatherland—at leasl ouiside lunatic asy-
lurs—to suppose that the ceonstitution of the Kmpire
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would be endangered unless the monarch were compelled,
on his coronation day, to denounce as idolaters the great
mass of all the people thav bear the name of Christian,

Among civilised nations Great Britain alone can claim
this evil notoriety,

Race Suicide

There are some social problems that promise to plve
many a heart-ache to the statesmen of the future. One
of these—race suicide, to wit—is already causing much
dismay in England, France, the non-Catholic countries of
northern Furope, the United States, and the States and
Colonies of Australasia. Ontario, the great Protestant
province of Canada, is fast lreading the fatal path that
is leading to the swift and sure extinction of the aeca-
dent descendants of the sturdy Puritan settlers ot the
United States. The Toronto correspondent of a London
daily paper recenlly wrole as follows :(—

‘ Spriologisls  are considerably perturbed over the
revelations made by the annual report of the Registrar-
(teneral for Ontario for the year ended December 31,
1304. just  pubhished. It is quite evident that ** Tace
suicide,” so emphatically condemned by President Roose-~
velt, 15 a common praclice in this, the so-called banner
province of the Domunion. The population is estimated
ay 2,198,642, pt the Wrths registered numbered only
48,712, or ul the rate of 22.1 per 1000. Thkis is iar
below the average of mast Kuropean countries, and
comes close to {hat of France, which is 21.9 per 1000.’

*

* The same correspondent,’ says the Glasgow * Obser-
ver Toofl May 5, ¢ compleles his {ale hy contrasiing Om-
tario with {he (intensely (‘atholic) Frengh-Canadian dis-
tricts «  “ It is noticeable, however, that in the French-
Canadran @istricts ol ihe provinee ihere is no disposi-
ten Lo enr{ail 1he number of births, Nipissing, for
inslance, having the high birth-rate of 49,3 per 1004,
winle m a purely English-speaking district like Prince
Iidward County the rate was only 14.6.7' " Despite the
{ide of immigration, the results of the variation in the
birth-rate according to creed in Ontario are shown in
a marked way in ihke schools, which are denominational,
andd for which separate statistics are kept. * Whilst
the Protesiant «choot population,” says the Montreal
‘ True Witness,” ¢ has been steadily decreasing during the
past decade, the Catholic school population has shown
jusi as steady a rise. The inevitable result of this
state of {hings must be that the Catholic people of the
Dominion will be the fulure possessors of the Canadian
heritace.”  The same remark promises to hold good for
the Stales and Colonies of Australasia.
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