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display was very elleclive, and was wilnessed by a large
concourse of people. On Friday the Catholic Maoris
discussed matters regarding the progress of the Church
among the Natives.

Nelson

(¥rom our own correspondent.)

There was Midnight Mass a% St. Mary’s Church at
Christmas, also Masses at 7, 8, and 11 o'clogk, cele-
hrated by the Rev, Fathers Ilichson and Claney. A good
number of the congregation approached the Iioly Table
at the early Masses. The choir reddeted Lhe * Kyrie,’
‘ Glorfa,” ard ‘ Credo ' from Farmer's Mass in B flat,
the ' Sanctus,’ ' Benedictus,” @and * Agmis Dei ' (Gou-
nad). The sploists were DMisses Iarris, Driscoll (2),
and Mr, Bunny, the music being very well remdered.

DIOCESE OF CHRISTCHURCH

(From our own correspondent.)

January 9.

During the Christmas and New Year weeks a bazaar
was open at Lyttelton, the proceeds of which are inten-
ded to pay off a liability of £300 on the Catholic pres-
bytery. The stalls, four in number, were well siocked
and tastefully decorated, and managed by the following
ladies :~~No. 1 stall, Mesdames Murray, Joyce, and
Knight ; No. 2, Mesdames Burns, Loader, and Henry ;
No. 3, Mesdames Gellatly apd Fitzgerald, and Miss
Mahar ; No. 4, Mesdames Parker, King, and Purcell. The
refreshment stall was managed ny Misses Delany, Quelch,
Ryan, and Williams. A bran tub was in charge of Miss
M. Gellatiy. Mr. J. Mahar controlled a shooting gal-
lery, and Messrs, A. Haydon and J. Gardner managed
the entertainments given each evening. The various
stall-holders were assisied each evening by a number of
young ladies. ‘lhe baraar, after a most successinl sea-
son, was closed on last Tuesday evening, when, notwith-
standing the hoisterous weather on lhe day previous
necessitating the abandonment of the annual regatta,
the gross receipts totalled  £325. The Rev, Father
Cooney cordially thanked all who had assisted, and the
public generally for their generous patronage.

The Rev. Mother de Pazzi, Superior of the Sisters
of Nazareth (five in number), who arrived last week to
found the Arst Narareth House in New Zealand, was for
eleven years attached to various houses of the Order in
South Alrica. She spent three years at Johanneshurg
and was there during the course of the war. The Sis-
ters trom this centre spent their whole time nursing in
the hospitals. At Kimberley their own house was con-
verted into a hospital. For meritorious services ren-
dered the Sisters (including Mother de Parzrl) were awar-
ded ‘silver medals by the mililary authorities. From
South Alrica Mother de Parzi returned o Fngland and
was connected with the Nazareth House at Cardiff,
where the Sisters shelter 300 inmates. There she re-
mained three years, until selected to take charge of ine
new foundation in Christchuroch. On arriving at Tly-
mouth on the vovage out they were informed by tele-
graph that the Holy ¥ather had bestowed on them his
special blessing. On arrival at Hobart every prepara-
tion had been made by the Very Hev. Dean rioyne o
show hospitahty on shore, a carriage even being in
readiness to bake the Sisters for a drive in the city.
Owing to the auibreak of measles on board ng communi-
cation with the passengers was allowed. Not to be out-
done, vhe Dean sent them a plentiful supply of frut, and
was himself permitted to converse with them from the
top of the gangway, a privilege allowed to mo other
persion.  The Sisters helped In every way pessible in at-
tending the measles patients in the various guarters of
the vessel. They speak gratefully of the exceptioaal
kingness of his Lordship the Bishop, and appreciation of
the excellent arrangements made by the ladies for thelr
accommodation.

Timaru

L0 (From our own correspendent.)
) January 4.

Although the local Convent of the Sacred Heart is
probably the largest and most commodious of its kind
in the Colony, still, owing to the ever increasing num-
ber of pupils, it was found necessary to commence some
additions towards the middle of last year to provide a
Jarger chapel amil more reception rooms. The &xtension
will help to further complete the guadrangle. The chapel
will 'occupy the whole of the top flaer. The reception
rooms are of good size, lofty, and well lighted. — The
date of opening has not yet beem announced, but it will
probably take place before Easter.

A mission will  be given here by the Redemptorist
Fathers, commencing Sunday, January 23.

For some days preceding the 25th December willing
hands had been at work adorning and beautifying  the
church for the great festival. Their efforts met with
gralilying success, lor the sacred edifice looked its best
on Christmas morning, and seemed almost to have re-
turned Lo the days of its youth. At ihe earlier Mas-
ses the church was iilled to overflowing, and large num-
Lers approached the Holy Table. The 11 o'clock Mass
was celebrated by Rev. Father Le Floch, and a full choir
assisted, under the leadershinp of the organist, Miss E.
McGuinness.  The music was Gounod’s in C, with the
exception of the * Credo ’ and * Benedictus ’ from Gou-
nod’s in (. Mrs, Lynch's sole in the * Benedictus * was
given with great power and devotional feeling, and the
quartette was well sung by Misses McGuinness, Egan,
Jellerson, and MecDonald. Mr, Stonesham, a new addi-
tion Lo the dhowr, who possesses a fine temor voice, gave
material '‘assistance. In the evening after Vespers the
sermon was preached by the Rev, Father Buckley,

DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND

(From our pwn correspondent.)

January 3,

The annual retreat of the diocesan clergy commences
on Januarv 1.

. At St Benedict's last Sunday the Rev. Father Clune,
(s> K., preached an admirable sermon.

Kev. Father Llills, 8. M., of %t. Patrick’s College,
Wellington, is spending his holidays &here, and is the
guest of the Bishop.

_tne annual revreat of the Marist Brothers is to take
rlace at the end of 1his month at the Uollege of the
Sacred lHcart, Ponsonby,

Hev. Father Wust, of Ngarwawahia, is, 1 regret to
8ay, dangerously LI, and at present [es at St. Patrick's
presbytery, Mis duties at  Ngaruawalia have been un-
dertaken hy the Rev. Father Dufiy, of St. Benedict's,
the Hev, Father Dignan, meanwinle, taking the place of
Father Dufty.

At St. Patrick’s last Sunday Rev. Father Hills cele-
brated the 11 o'clock Mass. In the evening the Bishop
attended. lhe ciioir, on the departure of the old year,
Bang the ' Miserere,’ and for the approach of the new
year the 'l'e Deum.” Mev, Father Benedwt, 0.P,, deli-
vered a very fine sermon which was appropriate to the
season. ‘Dhe high altar was most tastefully decorated
and lookea exceedingly heautuul at Henedictlon, '

In addjtion t6 the intellor renovation of St. Pat-
rick’s now completed, the Bishop intends to erect on the
porthern and southern side of the present mam entrance
a porch throuzh which ingress shall in future be made,
while the present entrance shall then be used solely as
moans of egress.  ‘Lhe great advantages of these alter-
ations will he bighly appreciaved. In coid and wet wea-
Uher, wlhen it was necessary to keep open the main doors,
it was very disagreeable to tne congregation, and irom
the street a futl view of the altar could be had. ‘'lhe
new arrangements will obviate these shoricomngs,

At the unveiling of the Grey stalue a few  days
ago here the commitlee announced that Sir George
tirey's last message to the cltizens of Auchland, which
had been delivered 1ulo a phonograph, and the record
kept of it in the Municipal Chambers, would be redeli-
vered through the phonograph to the assemblage aroumd
the statue. When tned beferehand the record had he-
come so damaged tnat the vorée of the *old man elo-
quent ¢ had reatly vansased.  rwe Hon. J. A, Tale came
to the rescue, aud, sitling beside tne machine, redeliv-
ered the message n a capital i.eation ol Sir George
Grey's manner of speech, the well known tremolo ot Lne
old Anlgit being done to pertectton,

The memorial church which had been erected at El-
lershe to the Late Very Rev. Mgr. MeDonald, more popu-
larly known as Father Walter, was solemmly blessed and
opened last Sunday morning by his Lordship the Right
Rev. Dr. Lenihan. The Bishop was assisted by the
Right Rev. Mgr. O'Reilly, who was the celebrant
of the  Mass, and Fathers Patterson and
Tormey. A large congregation, despite the inclemency
of the weather, was present., The church is centrally
situated in a rising district. Pather Palterson preached
the sermon, taking for his text, * Blessed are they who
dwell in the house of the Lord.! Ife spoke in high
terms of the pood work Father Walter McDonald had

done, and he said his memory would ever remain green

wiih the adults and children who had kpown him, The
preacher made an earnest appeal io all parishioners to
work assidwously towands paving off the debt on the
church. The church is of weod and in the Gothic §tyle,
and hag a distinctly pretty appearance. The interior ot
the church presents a most comfiortable and neat ap-
pearance, and has seating acoommodation for about 150
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