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Rev. Dill-Macky’s gutter-journal was invited to substan-
tiate {ts shocking charges. The invitation was mot
accepted. The matler was, however, Rushed by the
Commissioners. Afler a lengthy game of hide-and-seek
they came face to face with a mysterious creature  of
the female sex who had invenied the charges. They
brought her to bay after she had failed to keep no fewer
than six appointments. There was not so mueh as a
scrap ol evidence to support the wretched woman’s foul
slanders. The {nquiry was a trivmph for the Sisters
and a deadly exposure of the cowardly methods of the
Urange association. 1In reference to the Aix convent
aflair, it must be borne in mind that the Paris ' Matin '
i the organ of a clique whose hatred of the Catholic
Cuurch and its instituiions is even more fanatical and
aggressive than that of the oath-bound Knighte of the
Safiron Sash.  The rest of the tale is told by Thack-
eray in his ' Vanity Fair ’ ¢ * One of the great conditions
of anger and hatred is, thal you must tell and believe
lies againsi the hated object, in order te be consistent.®

* The Newest Journalist’

Our brilliant triend and brother-editor, Mr, James
Jeoffrey Roche, of the Boston * Pilat ' records in ene
of his published works the dream of a journalist of the
kind we have been describing under the last two head-
ings. The dream was & dream of death and the here-
after. The disembedied soul of the maker of newspaper
* fakes ' 'went straight aloft ‘ and gave his name at the
heavenly gate.® Buf * the porter told him he ** need not
walt.” '  So * the Newest Journalist took his cue’ and
—weont eisewhere.

* Heaven, he reckoned, was slow and dull,
Where all was decent and beautiful,
With never a fake, or scoop, or pull.
The Newest Journalist went below
As deep as the elevators go.
He boMly strode to the door and rang ;
A brazen wicket oped with a clang.
Old Satan looked at the stranger's card :
His face grew dark and his voice grew hard ;
He ordered the gates to be doubly barred.
“* Go back,” he said, * to your proper spheze ;
You serve me better on earth than here,
Moreaver—perhaps we cut it fine—
But since the days of the (Gadarene swine,
We devils have had to draw the line.''®

The story is not all a dream.
parable.

Neither is it aH g
We commend it to those whom it concerns,

Secular Education in New Zealand.
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New Zealand’'s secular system of education (writes
the London correspondent of the Dunedin ‘' Evening
Btar ') tinds an out-and-out opponent in the Rev. C.
Coleridge Harper, Vicar of PalmersTon North, who con-
demms iU unsparingly in a letter to the * Church Times®
this week. Mr. Harper, who claims that his long ex-
perience of Sunday schools and day schools fn the
Colony gives him grounds for betieving That he knew his
subject well, writes as follows :—

* L say plainly and positively that a purely secular
system of educaticn is notning less thah a natiomal dis-
aster. Nearly all Christian workers, clerical and lay,
Church and Nonconformist, in New Zealand are agrecd
on this. In gupport of this opinion I will reler to the
effect ol such a system in detail and generally.

* My own experience s this : The children are, a8 a
rule, deplorably ignorant of Biblical facts, whether of
id or New Testament. There is in most an absolute
ignorance of that on which we base our religion, moral
or doctrinal teaching. Did space allow, I could give
you startling proof of this ignorance,

* The gemeral eflect is, if anything, worse. There is
no basis for imoral training ; there is no appeal; the
school tratndng has for its object (so far as the chil-
dren can see) material advantage only ; duty, moral
principle, ete., depend for their enforcememt op the ner-
sonal power of the teacher, and nothing else. But be-
yond all this is the influsnce on the character of the
young of the belief that those who are responsible for
their training in all that is requisite to equip them fos
life ses no need for religion, and, in fact, studiously and
purposely keap it out of that training as a thing posi-
tively harmiful. You can imagine the effect, which we in
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New Zealand are only too certain of. Religion is look-
ed upon as qultp an extra ; 5 fad, more or less, of sSome,
a means by which the parson lives and ‘ the churches '+
flourish, an appendage to lile of no vital importance,
and depending for its claim on the personality of indivi-
dual clergy. Ul course there are many and notable ex-
ceptions, but ihis is, speaking generally, true to the
young who have hesn trained in our primary schools, and
1f it is 50 now, alter one generation has béen so trained
{the system has been in force for twenty-seven years),
what will be its ofect on the children of this genera~
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‘ Theorlsts In England deny that this will he the
result. 1 .do not theorise, but state positively that
whete 11 has been tried it is the result. It is merely a
question of fact. 1t iz said that Sunday schools will
do all that i3 necessary. Here again our experience is
that the Sunday school is quite inadequate. In Eng-
land you don't realise what a help to the teaching of
the Sunday school the knowledge, small it may be, but
still something, of the leading facts of our Faith really
is. In our case, the time we ought to give to doctrinal
and moral teaching is mainlty devoted fo laying the
foundation, which in lingland is done in the day school.®
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ARCHDIOGESE OF WELLINGTON
s—— t
(From our own correspondent.)
January 7,

Tenders are now  being called for the erection in
briok near lsland Bay of the new cenvent of the Sisters
of the Sacred Heart.

Among the members of the West Coast cricket team
that recently visited Wellington were three ‘ old hoys?
of 5t. Patrick’s College—Messrs. Crombie, McCarfhy,
and Ongley. Mr. Crombie spent the holidays with his
people here. -

The excurstonists to Picton hy the ! Mararoa'® on
Monday had a very trying experience. Many were com-
pletely prostrated and cthers met with accidents of a
more or less painful nature owing to the violent tossing
of the vessel. Some of the passengers were unable to
return untll late in the week, The trip will he lpn%
remembered by those who made it.

The foundering of the yacht ‘ Te Aroha' by which
three promising lives were lost caused widespread sor-
row. As a result of this unfortunate occurrence var-
ious suggestions have been made through the Press for
the more stringent inspection of yachts. Some corres-
pondents have alse urged ilhe procuring of a life hoat
for service on the coast.

* On Thursday last at St. Mary’s Convent, Hill street,
Miss Anastiasia Quiley, in religlon Sister Mary Peter,
made her profession as a Sister of Mercy. Three other
young ladies werc received. They were Miss Kate Grea-
ney (Sister Mary Michael), Miss Agnes Bourke (Sister
Mary Vimeent), and Miss Ellen Byrne (Sister (erard).
Very Rev. Father Lewis, V.G officiaied, and was as-
ststed by the Rev. Father Holley. A sermon suitable
to the oceasion was preached by the Rev. Father Aing-
worth. The Ven. Archdeacon Devoy and Rev., Father
MceNamara were alsp present.

Otaki
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(From an occasional correspondent.)

The fubllee of the Immaculate Conception was cele-
brated with befitting solemnity at the Pultekaraka Cath-
olic church, ‘e interest taken in the celebration by,
the Macris may be judged from the fact that they were
present trom all parts of the district, and also from the
Wairarapa, Rangitikei, and Hawke's Bay. In order to

ccommodate the large imflux of visitors a number ol
%ents were erected near the church, Among the clergy,
present were the Ven. Archdeacon Devoy, Very IRev.
Father Keogh, Rev. Fathers Ainsworth, Cognet, Ty-
mons, Lacroix, Schaetfer, Vibaud, Delach, and Melu,
Solemn High Mass was celebrated by the Ven. Arch-
deacon Devoy. Rev, Father Scheeffer being deacon, and
Rev. Father Vibaud sabdeacon, and Mr. D. Hurley, ol
Meanee Semdinary, master of ceremionies. In the after-
noon there was a procession to the top of the ?ukekamka
hill, where stood the firs$ Catholic church sizty years
ago. Father Ainsworth addressed the large assemblage
of Europeanhs and Natives., Father Cogunet Interpreting
his remarks for the benefif of the lafter. In the even-
ing the devotiqus took place in the open air in fronf of
the Grotto of Lourdes, after which a display of fire-
works, etc., was given irom the summit ol the hill. The
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