
Under the head of 'Considerations of Catholicismby a Protestant 'lheologian
'

in the '
Sacred Heart Re-view,' the Ke\\ JJr. Starbuck meets the ancient and pop-

ular Protestant objection that the Catholic Church is
intolerant ot religious liberty. He asks, Is any Chris-
tian a mend of unrestricted religious liberty ? He adds
tor himseli, he thinks not, and then proceeds to show
why.

The Thugs of India were votaries of Kali, the god-
dess of murder. In honor of Kali every grown man of
the sect was bound to strangle some one (not being a
Thug) as ofte<n as he prudently could. Therefore whenthe British authority punished Thuggism with death, it
restricted religious liberty. It does not avail to say,
that here crime was punished, not religion. What we
rigihtly call crime was "the heart of religion. A Thug
would have gone with a despairing conscience if he had
not within a certain time strangled some one in honor
ot his goddess. To torbid this act of devotion was to
forbid the religion, which accordingly has become ex-
tinct.

Dr. Starbuck then passes to the suppression of the
worship of Venus. All Christians will allow that it
was a virtuous act to abolish this hideous survival of
heathenism, though it involved restriction of religious
liberty. Similarly the obscenities ot the Hindu temples
under British rule are tolerated only because it would
be suicidal to attempt to abolish them in present cir-
cumstances. Th' isame is true of other religious cus-
toms and forms of worship found in the heathenish sec-
trons of the K'mpirp. When these can be safely done
away with they will be, though it be a palpable restric-
tion ot religious libeity to do so.

To come nearer home, it we set aside the harmless
little sect ot monogamous Mormons, polygamy is of the
\ery essence of Moimoni.sm. It is as vital to it as
murder was to Thuggism. 1 have little doubt thai we
shall yet be compelled to root it out by the sword, as
slavery was- rooted out, and it is more tJhan doubtful
whether we can do tins enectively without abolishing
Mormomsm itselt, and punishing the maintenance of its
organisation. VMiat will be the good of cutting down
the poisonous shoot it we leave behind the poisonous
root ?'

We all agree, then, that a religion may be so essen-
tially evil to the Christian consciousness, that it is the
duty of a Christian State lo suppress it within its
bounds. So lar the Papacy and Protestantism agree.
Both allow . Keli&ious iibeity .should not be unrestric-
ed.' Dr. Starbuck explains the position of the Catholic
Church against the coercion of non-Christians. The! In-
quif-ltLon would never command a Jew or Saracen to be
converted it declared him iree of the jurisdiction of
the Church.

'
The Holy could not dispute the civil

right ot Ferdinand and lsiabella to otter the Jews the
alternative ot baptism or exile, but il aispleased the
sovereigns by its evident dissatisfaction with their act,
and by opening an asylum to the banished Jews, as it
had ltfhg beem accustomed to do in like cases.'

Luther was for burning down the synagogues
'

with
pitch and hell-hre,' lor banishing the Rabbis, first plun-
dering them of their books, eiven their Hebrew Bibles,
and if the other Jews remained obstinate in refusing
Baptism, for banishing them too; but Ibelieve he 'did
not propose taking away their children. The Pope and
Protestants, then, may be viewed as agreeing that non-
Christians ought not to be deprived of tjheir children.
So far both parties seem to concur as to the restric-
tions and as to the extensions of religious liberty.

The
'
Protestant '1heologian ' concludes_ with these

words: 'An emergetic assertion of tHe right of the
Jews to practise their worship unmolested, under pain
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An Adverse Decision

The decision (writes an Edinburgh correspondent)
given in the Second Division of the High Court re£40,000 bequeathed by the late Marquis of Bute for tiie
erection ot churches in Üban and Whithorn, has given
no little yurprise, as an ad\erse decision had been re-
cently given in tne First Division Court. The bishops
in the two dioceses— in which the churches wereordered
by the late Marquis to be elected— could not) see tvheir
way to carry out all the deciees of the late Marquis
with the sum stated. They desired that The money be
left to arcunmlale until a snfrioipnt sum fnr'tbe erection
of the churches and the maintenance of the clergy was
assured, but the present Marquis held that if the IJi-
Fhops did not accept the terms of his father's will, the
money should be gi\en back to the estate. The judges
ha\e, as stated, decided in favor of the young Marquis.

A Protestant Theologian on Papal
Toleration.

FRANCE— The Future
According to the Home correspondent of the London'

Times
'

the Holy Father is preparing to send to the
Bishops oE Franco practical instructions tending to
bring about unity ot action in the conduct of Catholics,
based on a clear, precise system in order to ensure uni-
form tactics, if there is to be separation between
Church and State, his Holiness the Pope wishes that it
j-Jiould be complete and absolute, so that the Church may
recover its freedom towards the State as soon as the
pact ha.s been dissolved. Weie the Bishops and priests,
in order to rent, churches and reside in episcopal palaces
and presbyteries, still obliged to have lecourse to the
Government, that would be according to the Holy
Father, worse servitude than before. Jn other words,
his Holiness is taking measures to defeat the plans of
men whose intention it is to do all that lies in them uo
extinguish Christianity in France. The Pontiff is well
aware that though they try to rivet fetters on the
Church when abolishing the Concordat their efforts will
prove vain, tor if the clergy are completely independent
of the Government they cannot permanently be deprived
of freedom.

ROME— Death of a London Priest
Father Monselle, of the Pious Society of Missions,

died suddenly in Home on November 19. He was a
Londoner by birlh, and about 45 years of age.
Reception of an Irish Prelate

The Holy Father receiver! the Archbishop of Tuam
inprivate audience on November 19. His Grace pre-
sented the Pontiff witn a Peter's Pence offering of £600
from the archdiocese. -In thanking the Most Rev. Dr.
Healy, the Pope referred in warm terms to the gener-
osity ot the Irish people and their fidelity to the faith.
The Holy See and France

At the secret Consistory held about the middle of
November, the Holy b ather delivered an Allocution in

which he reierred at length to the situation in France.
He repudiated as a calumny the charge that the Holy
See had not respected tae Concordat. On the contrary,
it was the French Government which had failed to res-
pect that free excicise of religion which was guaranteed
by Article 1 of the Concordat. His Holiness had not
spakem of the mailer previously because he feared this
might produce aggravation of the troubles , but now the
Molation of the rights ot the Church and the dignity of
the Holy See called for a public protest. That protest
would be made without any tecling of bitterness, and
with the most fatherly afteetion for the French nation.
He could not hope theie would be any early change in

the situation in France. He had evenreason to fear the
final catastrophe at no distant date. The iHoly See had
given evidence that the protcssion of Christianity could
be in complete accoid with a Republican form of Govern-
ment. Hut events, howe\er painful, would find the Holy
See neither unpiepared nor feailul, for Tie had confidence
in God, Who had conquered me worTd.
A Request that was Not Granted

The Home conrespondent of the New York
'Free-

man's Journal
' relates, in a lccent letter, an incident

calculated to increase, in all democratic countries, the
popularity ot Pius \. '1he Pope, it appears, lately ap-
pointed to Uic archdiocese ot Palermo, hitherto presi-

ded over by a prelate of noble birth, Monsignor Lualdi,
who is of humble extraction. Tlie archdioceseof Lucca
being vacant, and its aristocratic people probably fear-
ing that they too might receive a plebeian prelate a
delegation was sent 'to Home to request the Holy lather
not to depart lrom tradition, but to send them as usual
a noble ecclesiastic. '1he members of the delegation, it
is sate to predict, will thimß twice before repeating
their action. They stated their case, and received this

answer from
' the people's Pope ':' You have come here

to tell mo that a bishop born from the ranks of the
people is not fitted for you. Have you considered that
your petition is a mark of insult and contumely toward
me "'. Do you mean that if 1 were sent as Archbishop
of Lucca, ttiat you would not accept me because Iam
spruno- trom the people ? And do you consider that
the See ot Lucca demand to have an aristocrat for a
Dastor when the Universal Church is content to have the

lon of
'

a peasant ? Your mission here is a misguided
one KetSrn home and accept obediently tbe bishop
whom the Vicar ot. Christ will select for you ' Needless
To add, the Lucca party did not take long thereafter in

coming to the conclusion that they would do well to

consider the incident closed.
SCOTLAND— A Presentation

Key. Father Ghem, S.J., who recently took the B.A
degree at Dublin University, has been appointed to a
Professorship in St. Aloysius' College, Southern
India He has lust been the recipient of a presenta-
tion trom the Italian. Catholics of Edinburgh.
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