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FRANCE—The Future

Accordmng 1o the Home correspondent of the London
' Times ' the Holy Father is preparing to send to the
Bishops of IKrance practical instructions tending 1o
bring about unity of action in the conduct of Catholics,
based on a clear, precise system in order to ensure uni-
form tacties. Uf ihere is to be separation  belween
Church and State, his lHoliness the Pope wishes that il
should be complefe and absclute, s0 that the Church may
recover 1ts [reedom lowards the State as soon as the
pact has been dissolved. Weie the Bishops and priests,
m order to rent churehes and reside in episcopal palac:s
and presbyteries, still obliged to have recourse to the
Government, that would he according fto the Holy
Father, worse servitude than before, Inm other words,
his Holiness 18 laking measures to defeat the plans of
men whose intention 1t 15 1o do alt thal lies in them wo
extinguish Christianity in Krance. The Pontaff is well
aware that though  they try to rivet fetters on the
Church when abohshing ihe (oncordat their efforts wall
prove vain, tor 1t the clergy are complelely indeperdent
of the Goavernmeutl ihey cannot permapently be deprived
of lireedom.

ROME—Death of a London Priest

father Monselle, of the Plous Society of Missions,
died suddenly m Home on November 19. Ile was a
Londoner by birth, and about 45 years of age.

Reception of an Irish Prelate

e tloly Father reccived the Archbishep of Tuam
in private audience on November 19, ths Grate  pre-
gented the Pontit witl a Peter’s Pence offering of £600
from the archdioccse. - 1in thanking the Most Rev, Dr.
Healy, the Fope ieferred m warm terms to the gener-
osity ot the Irish people and their fidelivy to the faith,

The Holy See and France

At the secret Consistory beld about the middle of
November, the Hwoly bkather delivered an Allocutien  1n
which he reterred at length to the situation in France.
lle repuwdiated as a calumny the charge That the Holy
See had not respecied toe Concordat., On ihe contrary,
1t was the Yrench Governmenl which had fatled to res-
pect that free excicise of religion which was guaraniced
by Article 1 of the Concordat. Ins Holiness had not
spokemn of lhe matiter previously because he feared 1his
might produce aggravation of the troubles, but pow the
violation of 1the rights ot the Church and the dignity of
the 1loly Nee called for a pubtdic protesl. That protest
would be made without any tecling of bilierness, and
with the most fatherly afection for the French nation.
fte could not hope there weould be any early change 1n
ihe situation in Krauce. lie had even reason to fear the
final catasirophe at no distant date.  The (oly See bad
givern evidenve that Lhe profession of Uhristianity could
be 1 complete accord wiih a [Republican form of Gavern-
ment.  Bul events, boweser pamnful, would fGind the Haoly
See neither unprepared nor Tfeariul, for Tie had confidence
In God, Who had conguered wie world.

A Request that was Not Granted

The Home cotrespondent of the New York ! Free-
man's Journal ' relates, 1n a 1ceent letter, an 1'nc1denL
caleutated to anerease, in all democratic countries, the
popularily ot Yius Aol he Pope, 1t appears, falely ap-
pointed to the archdiocese ot Palermo, hilherbo presi-
ded over by a prelate of noble hLirth, Monsignor bL.ualdi,
who 1s of humble exiraction. The archdiocese of Lucca
being vacant, and ils anstocratic people probably fear-
ing that they too itmight receive a plebeian prclats, a
delepation was senl to Home to request the Toly Father
not to depart lrowm tradition, but to gsend them as usual
a nohle ecclestastie.  ‘'lhe members Q[ the delegatiom, 1t
is safe to predict, will think twice before ‘repeaimlg
their action. They staled their ease, and received this
answer from * the people's Pope ' : * You have come here
to tell mo that a bishop born from the ranhs of the
people s not hited lor you. Have you considered that
your petition 1s a mark of nsult and contumely toward
me? Do you mean that it 1 were sent ag Archbishop
of Lueca, that vou would not accept me because T am
sprung irom the people ?  And do you_con51der that
the See ot Lucea demand to have an aristocrat for a
pastor, when the Lniversal Church is content to have the
son of a peasant? Your mission here is 2 misguided
one. Heturn home and accept obediently ,the bishop
whom the Vicar of. Christ will select for you. Needless
to add, the Lucca party did not take long thersafter in
comng to the conclusion that they would do well lo
consider the icident closed.

SCOTLAND—A Presentation

Hev. Father Gherzi, $.J., who recently took the B.A.
degree at Dublin Umiversity, lias been appointed to a
professorship in 51, Aloysius’ College, Southern
India. He has just been the recmtgmt of 5 presenta-
tion trom the ltalian Catholies of Eidinburgh.

An Adverse Decision

The decision  (wriles an Ldinburgh correspondent)
given 1 the Second  Division of the High Court re
£40,000 bequeathed Ly the late Marquis of Bute for the
erection of churches yn Oban and Whithorn, has given
no hittle surprise, as an adverse decision had been re-
cently given in the First hvision Court.  The bishops
i the two dioceses—in which ike churches were ordered
by the lale Marquis to he crecled—could nob see their
way to carry  out all the decices of the late Marquis
with the sum stated. They desired ihat The money bLe
left to accamulatle until a sutherent sum for the erectinn
of the churches and the maintenance of ihe clergy was
assured, but the  present Marquis held that if the Bi-
chops did not accept the terms of his father’s will, the
money should be given back to the estale, The judges
have, as stated, decided in favor of the young Marquis.

A Protestant Theologian on Papal

Toleration.

&
»--

Under the head of * Considerations of Catholicism
by a Protestant 'theologian ' in the * Sacred Heart Re-
view,' the Hev. Dr, Starhuck meets the ancient and pop-
ular Protestant objection that the Catholic Church is
ntolerant ot religious liberty. He ashs, Is any Chris-
tian a friend of unrestricted religious liberty ? ¢ adds
to; himselt, he tbinks nut, and then proceeds to show
why.

‘The Thugs of India were votaries of Kali, the pod-
dess of murder. In heomor of Kali every grown man of
the sect was bound o strangle some one (not being a
Thug) as often as he prudently could. Thercicre when
the British authority punished Thuggism with death, it
restricted religious liberty. It does not avall to say,

that here crime was punished, not religion. What we
rightly call crime was the hecart of religion. A Thug
would have gone wilth a despairing conscience if he hafl

not withm a certain time stratgled some one in  honor
ol his goddess.  I'o torbid tlis act of devetion was to
{Orhtl;d the rebigion, which accordingly has hecome  ex-
mct,

Dr. Starbuck then passes to the suppression of the
worship of Vonus. ANl Christians will allow that it
was a virtuous act to abolish this hideous survival of
heathenism, though 1t wivolved restriction of religious
hberty. Similarly the obscentties ol the Hindu temples
under British rule are tolerated only because it would
be suiciaat to attempt to abolish them in present cir-
cumstances. ‘T'hi isame 1s Lrue of otlher religious cus-
toms and forms of worship found in the heathenish sec-
tronys of the Jompire.  When these can be safely  done
away wilh they will he, though 1t bhe a palpable restric-
tion ot religious hibelly to do so.

T'o come nearct howe, 11 we set aside the harmless
hittle sect, ¢f monogamous Morwons, polygamy is of the
very essence of Movmonism. T is as vilal to it as
murder was to Thuggisin, [ have Lttle doubt that we
shall yet be compelled Lo root 1L out by the sword, as
slavery was rooted out, and 1t 15 morc than doubtiul
whetlier we can do this  eflectively without abolishing
Mormonisim 1tseit, and pumshing the maintenance of its
orgamsation.  What will be the good of cutling down
the poisenous shoot it we leave behind the poisonous
rool ?

‘' We all agree, then, thal a religion may he so essen-
Lally evil to the Chtistian consciousness, that it is the
duty of a Chrnistian State Lo suppress it within  its
bounts. S0 lar the PPapacy and Protesiantism  agree.
Both allow . Rehglous Iiherty should not be unrestric-
ed.” Dr. Starbuck explamns ttre posifion of the (Catholic
Chureh against the coercion of non-Chrislians. The In-
quisition would never command a Jew or Saracen to be
comerted it declared him iree of the jurisdiction of
the Chanrch. “ The tloly ~ee could not dispute the civil
right ol Kerdmand and lgabella to offer 1he Jews the
alternative ot baplism or exile, but il &ispleased  the
sovereigns by its evident dissatisfaction with their act,
and by opeming an asylum to the banished Jews, as it
had I6hg beem accustomed to do in Tike cases.’

Luther was for burning down the synagogues * with
piteh and hell-fire,’ tor bamshing the Rabbis, first plun-
dering them of their books, eéven their Ilebrew Bibles,
and if the other Jews remained obstinate in refusing
Baptism, for bamshing them too; but I belicve he did
not propose taking away their children. The Pope and
Protestants, then, may be viewed as agreeing that non-
Christians ought nat to be deprived of their children.
So far holh  parties seem to concur as to the restric-
tions and as to the extensions of relfpious liberty.

The * Protestant ‘Lheologian ’ concludes with these
words : ' An emergetic asserlion of (RéTright of the
Jews to practise their worship unmolesled, under pain
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