
The annual retreat of the clergy of the diocese commences on Monday evening at Holy" Cross CollegeThe Christian Brothers' School re-opens on MondayJanuary 30, and St. Joseph's parochial schoolI onE
Ihe general committee in connection with the schoolchildren s annual picnic, which will be held on February1 at Waikouaiti, met on Mondayevqning inSt. Joseph'sHall, when it was reported that the arrangements forthe outing twere welf advanced. The train is expectedto leave Dunedm about 9 o'clock and will stop at Peli-chet Bay and Port Chalmers for the convenience of in-tending excursionists.
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Some Charlatans
One of the little comedies of New Zealand journal-

ism consists in the occasional.repro,ofs of credulity and
superstitions that appear in the editorial columns,
while the advertising pages are spotted with the ad-
vertisements of

' futurists,' fortune-tellers, palmists,'astro-mjathematicians,1 ana the rest of the horde of
parasitic quaevks and charlatans, of which the country
courd advantageouslyexport a big brigade.

Since knowledge is but sorrow's spy,
It is not-safe to know.'

For our good, God has hidden the future from our
eyes. Those sun who seek to lift the veil from to-
morrow or next week or next year by the arts of the
fortune-teller.

'
Certainly it is possible,' says a writer

jn the
'
Catholic World,' ' ior Almighty God to tell our

fortunes ; He knows them ;it is a necessary part of
His omniscience. But can we seriously believe, even
for a moment, that the Lord is going to do this by
means ot tea leaves or a pack of cards, or any other
part ol tihe fiortune-teller's outfit ? No one surely does
or can imagine such a thing. Nor can we imaguie
that the holy angels or the saints in heaven, who
share to some extent in the knowledge ot God, are
going to use such means. No ;a thousand times no!
If God wills to reveal everything to us, He will do it
by means of prophets evidently inspired by Ham, or at
any rate in some way worthy of His glory and ma-
jesty. We can then confidently say that any real or
genuine fortune telling is the work of the devil. By
fortune telling Imean all forecasting of the future,
which does not come trom any real scientific or expert
knowledge ot the subject in general— such kiruowledge as
the astronomer, the weather man or the Wall street
man obviously has. 'io try then, seriously, to ascer-
tain the future by tortune telling is implicitly to in-
voke the devil.'

A Great Civic Service
In Australia an(d New Zealand the Catholic Church

has a practically complete monopoly of religious prim-
ary education. In the United States the good work is
shared, although to a relatively small extent, by the
Lutherans and the Jews. The recently issued report
of the United States Commissioner of h/ducation states
(says me '

New World ') 'that 16.0.09,361 pupils at-
tended the public schools 'during the last fiscal year,
and that the cost of education now averages 22.75
dollars1 (abokit £4 10s) a year lor each pupil the country
over. The same report states that during the same
time 1,093,876 pupils attended the .private schools. As
everybody ktiows, the private schools are chiefly paro-
chial scho<olS|; consequently the bulk of this class of
attendance belongs to them. The

"Catholic Directory,"
m tact, sihows that 1,000,000 pupils are attending those
schools. If these were sent to the public schools, of
course it would cost 22.75 dollars a year to educate
Uhem. Simce they were not, obviously the State was
saved this 22.75 dollars, per pupil, or a total of
22,750,,000 dollars (about (£4,55-0,000) all told. What it
saves in cost of putting up school buildings is simply
incalculable.1

It is said that a fruit-canning factory will shortlybe establishedin Christchurch. uuiny

The soim of £130,000 was invested on the totalisa-
ber *tf and' 11"8 raC° meetings m New Zealand on Decem-

'ihe lTriad
'

for January contains a good deal ofinteresting information on music, science, literature andart, and is beautifully illustrated
'

A trout weighing 22ft was shown io Blenheim re-cently, it was to be forwarded to Wellington after beineho/en at Picton 6

Speaking to a representativeof the 'Press 'onMon-day, Mr. J. <J. Blackmore, Government pomologist sta-ted that orchards m Central Otago were remarkablyprolific this year, and that the cannmg factory at Rox-burgh would have a busy time before it
'Ihc Borough of Timaru is apparently a very desir-able place in which to live, as during the month of De-cember not a single borough resident died. The regis-trar says this is the lirst time within his recollectionthat such a state ot aftairs has existed.
It is notiiiod m the

'
Gazette

'
that Mr. Hugh Grib-ben, ol Chnstrhurch, has been appointed a justice ofthe peace. Mr. Gnbben's many friends on the WestCoast, especially in Hokitika, where he had been formany years Supenntendent ot the Lunatic Asylum, willbe pleased at the honor conferred on him.

An occasional correspondent writes : The parishion-ers ol the Lower iiutt held their picnic as usual in thepresbytery grounds. Itwas a great success, netting iSOfor school purposes. The grounds were visited in theattcrnocn by the Kight Hon. the Premier, Mrs. Seddon,
and family, also by Sir Joseph Ward and family, whomade themselves most popular. Des,pite many counter
attractions the picnic has been an unqualified success.

A iatal lire occurred at Oamaru on Saturday morn-
ing, George Leslie (tobacconist) meeting his death. Theoutbreak occurred in Leslie's shop and spread +o theadjoining premises of Fox (bootmaker), Miss Brown(art repository), and Miss Falconer (dressmaker), theupper portions of the shops being destroyed and the
stocks damaged by lire and water. It is supposed Les-
lie overturned a candle and set lire to his bedclothes.He was found lying on the floor, evidently suffocatedwhen endeavoring to reach the door.

A Geraldme correspondent writes:A mission openedm Geraldine on Su,nday week, New Year's Day, and wasbrought to a close on last Sunday evening. The mis-
sion was conducted by the Rev. Father Shearman,
C.SS.R., assisted by the parish priest, the Very Rev.Father Bowers. The exercises were remarkably well
attended throughout, the beautifully kept church being
well hlled all through the week, while on Sunday las,t
iti was densely crowded. The number of communicantswas most gratifying, ana the mission was in every
respect a great success.
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as the d,ay of peace to the war-shattered populationof
Port Arthur. Just ten years ago Jeremiah McAuliSe,
the discoverer of Kanowna, in Western Australia, ar-
rived at Kurnalpi after a long a^nd heart-breaking
journey over scorched sandy plains where not a drop
of water could be procured. He aud his horses were
at death's door— perishing of heat and thirst.
McAuliffe led his death's-head team to a condenser
anld treated them to just as much water as would save
their lives. He p,aid the price previously stipulated
and took a leteipt. It, ran as follows.. 'To one
drink for 8 horses and a foal, £15 11s.' There are
worse things in Australia than grass-fires.

cjatholics in Australia ana j\ew Zealand are, in pro-
portion to uieir number, rendering at least an equally
valuable senvice to the State. With our American con-temperary we might aak : 'lias the State no gratitude
for tins immense service ? Ought it not to admit
tranltiy tliat ot all me religious organisations laboring
in Bftis country the Uatholic Church is the roost helpful ?Not only is wie Church dorog its lull duty in aiding the
development ot social order, it is giving the Stateactual assistance lor which the latter should be grateful
wnaj, ouiei Churen in America is donating such vastsums annually to the cause ol education? '
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