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OTAGO FARMERS' HORSE BAZAAR.

The Otago Farmers’ Co-aperative Assaciation of New
Zealand (Limited) report :—

We held our usual weekly sale at our ITorse Bazaar
on Saturday last, when 34 horses were entered and sub-
mitted to auctron. The quality of the stack was nol
of a very high class, and in conseguence bidding was a
bit slack. A number of aged geldimgs were oflered, but
onty a few; of them changed hands, and at prices quite
in keeping with the qualily of the horses. Spring  van
geldings were wanted, but only some four or five of a
vely medium class were  on offer, anl did not realise
high prices. Order-cart geldings were in demand. Only
two young sound hoises suilable lur his work  camie
under the hammer, and found buyers at satisfactory
figures. ‘I'he sale throughoui the auclion was rather
guiet, owing no doubt io the fact that the aclidays are
scarcely over and people not quite settled down to work.
We, however, may say that the demand [or young, sound
good quality horses, both hght and heavy sorls, is good,
and any country consignments of this description com-
ing forward wil meeb a fair market. We quote: Heavy
draught mares and geldings, £55 to £62; plough and
lorry korses, active and geod walkers, £45 to £53 ; van
geldings, good sharp movers, £38 o £48 ;) spring-car-
ters, of a good fawr weight, suitable for hilly roads,
£36 to £35; order-cart  horses, suitable for putchers’
carts, £25 to £30; grocers' order-cart horses, £22 w0
£28 ; hrst-class hackneys, £28 to £as; buggy peldings,
minet, single and double, £22 to £32, palrs, £45 1o £60
carriage pairs, £t to L1U.

Contrasts in Writers’ Earnings.

&
v

* Milton received £5 down for lis immortal ¢ Para-
dise Lost,”’ * said a leading author the other day, ‘ and
to-day the very manuscripl of it is considered worth
£5000, Hoow many of our modern manuscripls  which
are worth £5000 to-day will, 1 wonder, be worth a five-
pound note a century hence '’

If anvone 1s curious to see under what different con-
ditions the writers of the past and presenl worked, he
should glance at the list of prices in past centuries for
works that have hecome immoltal.

. According io Oldys, * amlet ' felched not a penny
more than ' Paradise Losl’—&£5 15 the exact fHgure be
jves—and vet five thousand times this price woild not
e considered dear lor  the orginal manuscript of 1t.
Dryden considered himselt in luck when Jacob Tonson
apreed to pay him sixpence a line for 10,000 verses ; and
to make up the number ibe poet ‘ threw in’ the famous
* Ude 1y Music ' and his ¢ IipisTle’ bo his cousin, It is
said that £40 was all that Gray cver received for all
h1s poems, and his ‘ Elegy ' he actually gave away o g
publisher, who cleared £1000 by iis publication.

Goldsmith thought imself ' passing rich’ when ho

pocketed £60 in exchange for his ' Vicar of Wakefield,”
which has put so many Lhousands of pounds into olber
people’s pochets smee  hig day; and £21 was evory
penny he got for * The Traveller,” a price which could
not have paid hun many pence an hour for the work e
lavished on 1t.
" Johnson sold for £200 ms ‘ Lives of the Poets,” the
monumental work which brought £5000 clear prefit to
its publighers within a quarter of a century; and the
£100 he recelved for his * Rasselas ’ proved little more
than sufhcient to bury his mmother, the object for which
he wrote it. FKielding was more fortunale, for * Tom
Jones ' rewarded him with £700 and ¢ Amelia ' broughl
him £1v00 ‘a5 dower.’

With the closing years of the eighteenih century a
golden era dawned for authors, and some of the prices
they received tor their works could scarcely be impro-
ved on to day. Hayley was by no means a lilerary
giant, but it 1s said that his ¢ Lile of Cowper ’ brought
him £11,000 ; Southey only received £1000 for his bio-
graphy of the same poct.  Yor a single novel Scotll was
paid no less than £10,000; In twenty labprious months
he is eredited with having carned money at the rate of
fifty guineas a day ; a round dozen of his worhs  pro-
duced »€100,000 ; and his lfe’s labor with the pen
yielded an average income of £10,000 a year for the
whole pf his writing days. ]
© Byron’s comparatively short writing carcer put just
under #80,080 into his purse—an average of about £1200
a vyear ;- there 1s no doubt, however, that if he had
wished he might have increased this sum very material-
ly. Un one oceasion, it will be remembercd, when Mur-
ray, the publisher, sent him a cheque for a thousand
guineas in payment for two poems, Lord Bryon prompt-
ly returped it, #declining to receive a penny fbr his work,
Moore was paid £3000 for * Lalla Rookh,” a payment af
ihe rate of about 10s a line, or twenty times Dryden’s
remuhieration. And yet all that Thomas Campbell could

get for his * Pleasures of Hope’ was £60. No wonder
that he was bitter, or that he once toasted Napoleon
glcca%,use, forsooth, hie had ordered a hookseller 1o bo
101.

Lord Macaulay received a swmngle chegue for £20,000
as his share of tlhe profits of his ‘ Hlistory of E,)ng—
%and 'y Uibbon 1s said Lo have cleared £10,000 by his

Dechine and Iall of the Homan YNimpire® ., while Hume
recetrod L7006, relatively a modesl sum, for each volume
of s history. Charles Dichens was able to leave bhe-
imd him £100,000 ob  the profits made by his pen, half
of which amount he received durmg the last five years
of s lite | Bulwer Lytton's boohs brought their author
£B0,000, a smaller sum than one would be inclined o
credit lmm with 5 amd Thacheray's novels produced ab-
aut  the same sum,

Anthony Trollope worked very hard for the £70,000
hig novels are saml to have yielded 1n Lwenty years. It
15 1nsiructive to learn that he began his writing career
with an mcome of a pound a monlh and closed it with
£40890 a year. lis novel *‘La Vendee,’ published in
1850, was seld outright for £20; a dozen years later
he was receiving well aover £3000 far a story. Lord
Tennyson was able to refuse £5000 a vear for the exclu-
sive right of publisiang his peems ; and Mrs. Grant re-
cetved £100,000 for her share of tihe profits of her hus-
band’'s (General Grant's) * Memoirs.'

Speaking 1o a  Daily News ' reporter at New Ply-
mouth, Mr kinseila highly praided the factory managers
in this Gelony for the excellent manner in which they
got up their butter. 1le added : 1 have travelled all
round tne world, including Denmarh, and T make the
statement without fear of contradiction Lhat New Zea-
land ships to  Ikngland a pachage which would not be
outclassed by any country in the world,’
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