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thing has been done in Ireland, althoeugh the Dapartment
of Agridulture has beén especially chargad by Parlia-
ment with this duty. las the Departmenl made any
effort whatover lio face this question of swch grave and
far-reaching imporbance to the country ¢ Members of
the Agricultural Board have again and again brought
the matber p at the Board's meetings, But without
efiect. Three or four years ago the Department intér-
vendd in dne case, bul it has not exerted itself in this
field since.

GENERAL.
Ail from America

In the early part of Novewnber the Irish National
Defance Fund was augmented by a drait from America
for £1000, same being the f{hird instalment of like
amount forwarddd since the converlion recently held in
New York. Our American friemnds (says the * Belfast
Weakly ') pledged themselves to send forward £10,600
in response to the appeal of the Natlionalist leaders.
The ihisd instalment of £1000 is anngunced. No doubt
the pledgad word of the Irish in America will be hon-
orgd in the fullest degree. Their dWnshaken comsbapcy in
the National movement iz one of the most encouraging
signd of the times.

Strong Language

The Irish Attogney-General, one of 4he ' parasites’
datigqunced by Mr. T. PP. O’Commor as living on the cor-
ruptéon engendercd by minority ascendancy in Treland,
lately asserted that the Dunraven devolution prdposals
were the gutcome of a ¢ deal ' betwecn Nationalists and
Unionists at the Land Conference. Mr. Bedmond, mn his
speeth at Limeriok, sa¥d #hat thie man who made such
a statement must know 1% fio be unbtnue.  Caplaim Tal-
hot Croshie, in a letter to thg * Times,” declares Llhat
fihe assertfon 1s a ‘ mralicious fabrication.’ If the Irish
‘Attorney-General has any spirit or semse of honor he
cannot sit doewn under such imputations.

Crops in the West

Raports fnom various parts of the Weslt of Freland
indicate a winter of acute distress.
hay scem 0 mave been a favorable harvesi, but  tlhe
staple cryp, the potato, is describad on all sides as
falmost a tolal faiture.” Puhlic Boards arg exerling
themselies in the matter, and there is a gemeral  de-
myanid for relief works. Landlords are alsg being called
uypon to ghve substantial reductions. 'Tie ocutlook i
decidelly black n that part of the cauntry,

A Protectionist Press

The * Daijly News ' remarks that an top of the
sbartling mews of the capture of * The Standard ' gomes
the mumor {front a correspondent} that othors of DMy,
Chamberlain's floék are about to enrtbark uon journal-
istic agnienprise in Ireland. The avowad followers of
Mr. Chamberlain 1n that cduntry are certainly not
many, but lhey are gentlemen of undoubted enterprise
and enthusiasm. Lord Dunraven is an out-and-dut sup-
porter of Mr. Chamberlain’s schemes. Profectionism
has also a devoled ifriend in Mr. MorctonFrewes, bhro-
therin-Taw to the late I.ord Randolph Chureluli. [Lord
Mayo, who is al once a Land Uonference anMl a * Devo-
lution * nwan, is also in the Chamberlain camp. Sir
William Gouldwung, thairman of the Greal Southern and
Western Railway of Irvelasd, and & gemileman of un-
doubted influence in commercial cincles in IrelanY, is a
member of Mr. Chamberlain’s ‘ Commission.” Sir John
Nutling is aldo in fhe Protectionist swim. There s
money cnawgh behind the movement, in fact, o buy up
many papars and Jaurd many more. Also, there 3
money enough {o run Tarilf Reform candidaies all oser
tihe cauntry.

Distress in the West

The * Fal! Mall Gasette® publishes the following fromn
its corregpondent in Dublin :—1 have just refhrondd from
a tour in the West of Treland, amd can vouch for the
fact that the oullook there for the coming winter is
extremely black., Alutost all over 1ihe provinee the
piotato cnop has  been a failure, and the peasanis are
face to face with a famine. In some districts the crop
has been so deplorably bad #at ihe farmers are inclined
ta let the tBubers remain in the ground; and in the
lacalities that have come off best the yield of edible
motiatices is omly about one-third of the average. Spray-
Ing improved matters in some places, bul the use of the
gpray was lapgely neglected in the country, and this
fact, couypled with the motst summer and the deteriora-
tian of the Chanmpion seed, which is almost universally
sown, accriunts for the present position. Unless some-
fhing is done for the peasants they will in many Yocali-
ties b® almost as hadly off as were lbeir ancestors in
the historical famine yaar in the last 'forties.

Cereal cridps and

People We Hear About

Mr. Franeis M'CGuliagh, who was a member of the
Ghaisgow ‘ Cwitliolic Herald ™ stafi a few years ago, ia at
present on active service in Manchuria as the special
war corredpontdent of the ¢ New York Herald. Since
leaving Bradford Mr. M‘Cullagh, who ig 2g Omagh man,
has heen oditor of the * Cathpolic Messemger ' in Ceylon,
and more recently of the * Siam Free Press ’ in Bangkok.

Mr. Jahn Dillon, M P . is in public life the miosbh dis-
tinguished of the surviving stadents of the Catholic
University of Ireland. Mr. Dillon studied medicine in
e Medical Schiool of the University, which stdod, and
stands tosday, on the site of the historic old theatre of
Cpow! street. Curiously enowgh, on the site of the even
wpre fanous Smock Alley Theatre in Dublin a Catholic
church now starids.

Sir Ggorge Errington, Bart., is another of the sur-
vivors of tihe ofld Catholic University—of which Newman
wad the first Rectior—who sat in the House of Gommons
Wull whose politics were not those of the distinguished
memiber for Kast Mayo.

In the Crown Prince of Japan the Emperor Mut-
gihitio has an heir-apparent after his own heart. Al-
thaugh he has never travelled beyomd his father's do-
minions, Prince Yoshihito is a remarkably enlightened
young man, and one who has never been pampered. As
a small boy he was sent away to sohool, where ho was
tireated in nwich the same way as his companioms. He
i fund of athletics, is a fine long-distance walker, and
lls, or rafther was unti recently, somelhing of a wrest-
or.

Some of the peers in {he Thouse of Lords have pecu-
liar mannerisms,  frord Landadowne will prohably never
get out of the babit of twirling his folders rowsd his
fingars when addressing {he [fouse. Lord Spencer, who
sitd on the opposite side of the lable, most oiten lays
thit left hand on his breast. The Duke of Devonshire al-
ways puts one of his hapds into his lrouser ‘pockets
whon mahing a ¢peech. Antong the younger memhers of
the Ikouse, Lord Danoughmore, the Under-Secretary of
Statd for War. always ends his periods by slapping a
file of notey dn front of him. FHe Mas also the trick of
turning vpon their lord<hips with an expreskion of bland
surprise and extending both hands palms upwards.

The Farl of Gainsborough has let Camjfden House,
his beantiful seat on a spur of the Cotswold Hills, amd
will roside during the winter at Exton Ilall, his place
in Rutland. Exton is a larger place than Campden, but
neilher so picturesque nor so interesting as the old
Gloucestershire  manor-house, which is a many-gabled
mansilon dating from the time wof Charles 1., and occupy-
ing the site of a grange once belonging to the great Cis-
tercian Ahbey of Bordesley. The present Lord Gains-
horqugh's father was a great friend amd patron of Welby
Pugin, wha built his private chapel at Canfpden, and
designed Jor him  wall-papers and sideboards of the
ultra-Gothic kind affected by fihe famous reviver of me-
dieval art. Lord Gainshorough owns cne of the flnest
sanrdstone guarries in the West of IMnglawd, and  has
built in the pretty old town of Camepden a very ornate
and handshme Catholic churdh, whigh rivals in beauty,
if mot in antiquarian interest, the ancient parish church
at the other end of the town.

The death bas just taken place al Clavedon, Somer-
set, in her 774 year, of a notable Irish lady, the ITon.
Letitia Vesey-Fitagerald, twin daughler of the- Very
Rev. lienry, ihird and last Lord Fitmgerald and Vesey,
LL D., Dean oi Kilmore, 1826-60, by his marriage to
Fhaabeth, ygungest daughter of Standish Grady, of
Elten, Cdunty Limerick. This branch of the ancient
oise of Fitzlierald descends from the family of  the
celebrated Edmund Fitzjobn Fitpgerald, well known in
fthe reign of Queen Flizabehh as ‘ The White Kinicht."
Miss Vesey FifzGerald’'s grandfather was the Right Hon.
James Fifrgerald, a leading and impressive memiber of
tihe Triah Bar, noled as a brilliant orator +in the Irish
Parliamant, strenncusly opposed Lo the Union. He lat-
terly relused a peetage for himself, but his wife was
orealed Baroness FitwGerald amd Vesey in 1826.  Their
younsar dan was, Henry, the late peer aforesaid, at
whose death in 1866 the title became extinct. The
efder son, Willtam, was -at one time Minister to the
(ourt of Sweden, where he Hpent several years im un-
successinl attempls to perduade Rerngdotte (who was
then Kiwg) to repay the large sums of maney #hat had
bean adviancdd to him during the wars with Napoleon.
He was afterwarnds defeafed by Damiel O’Cdnnell at a
memorable bye-election in C'ounty Clare, hut was eventu-
ally a Cablnet Mi‘nist(;r under Peel.
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