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tion knowh as the ‘ Dames Anglaises ' or * Sisters of
Mary.'" They have in Bucharest two boamding-schogls
and an orphahage, apil' three other private schools in
other partls of oumania proper. ‘The only other Cath-
olic teaching communities of religious women in the
kingdom are the Sionites. And they have twe houses
In Moldavia. A correspondent writing (as alleged) irom
Buchiarest wduld certainly aveid so patent and tell-tale
a2 blunder as tio speak of * the Roman Catholic sect'
of religions teachers known as ‘ Notre Dame de Lira.’
¢4) The dale asvigned to the impossible tale wmler con-
sideration is October 2. We have been perusing a con-
stderable mamlber of Furopsan and American papers,
seoular and religious, before amd since that date, and
bhave faildd to come across any drmce of this story,
which, if even ane-tenth true, would indedd be a (od-
sonid tio the world’s sensabiofal press. (5) A liar might
at least {pay his reafders or hearers the compliment of
trylng e be plausible. But #he wild romance abhout
* forcing ’ the non-Catiiclic ‘ daughters of the highest
families ° tio become nuns and ho sigh away their pos-
sessions—arkd that, too, ip the ‘heart of a strongly anti-
Catholic gopulation—is one which the disrephitable Mar-
garet Shapherd or the Slattery impostors might he ex-
poctad to dpin to an Orange lodge or a corps of the
Worse-marines. The ‘ Hokitika (Guardian’ probably pub-
lished the preposierous story in solemn good faith—in
which case the fooling of our western contemporary
seems to ave been a conspiduously easy job. The
' Guardian ’ has apparently a Tow estimate of the intel-
ligance and gogd sense of its readers. We shall pro-
bably have something more to say at a later date about
thid grotesque fairy-tale from a far-off lamd.
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{From our own correspondent.)

December 31.

The Rav. Mather Murray, C.8SS.R., was engaged dur-
ing the wedk in preaching a relreai to the local Sisters
of Maercy.

Messrs. Leydon and McKeowen speak in high terms
of the warm welcome they recetved fom the Dunedin
young men at Hhe receant Conference.

The Very Rev, Father Lewis, V.G., and Rev. F_athers
Alnsworth and Iiolley were present at the Maori  fes-
tive gathering at Otaki, held in honor of the visit ol
Lord Onstow’s son, Huta.

I regret to report that the health of Mr. Owen
McAnile during the week was for a _lime such as to
cause his numerous friends some anxiety. He is now
reported tio be progressing satisfactorily.

A very pretty wedding todk place at St. Mary of
the Angels’, Bduldott street, on Tuesday last, when Mr.
Richard Fantham, of Bawera, was married to  Miss
Gertoude B. Wafsh, youngest daughter of Mr. €. J.
Walsh, of this city. The cerempay was per-
formed by the Rev. Father O'Shea. .

The mdnster Catholic picnic on Boxing Day eclipsed
all previous recovds. It is eslimated that <close on
10,000 people visited the gandens during the day. Among
those presdnt were Ladv Onslow, her san and daughter,
Sir Joseph Ward, Mr. Seddon, Bishop Wallis and Mrs.
Wallis, and Colonel S. Perber.” A larpe commitbes, with
Father O'Shea at its head, worked hand to sequre 1ihe
cnjoyment of all. Needless to say, their efforts were
well rewarded with success. The children were catered
for in every possible way and the sports for adults in-
vited keen confpetition. The schools champtonship was
wont by young Harold Vaney, of Wellington South. He
therefore seoures a medal and a cup to be held by his
schaot for 'the vyear. The Hug-of-war contest caused,
ag uguzl, preat excitement, and enddd in a win for the
Thorddon team. Mr. .Tohn Hydland 'acted in a very
dynable way as secrefary for #he affair. The various
prizes were presentad in Si. Patriok’'s Hall to the win-
ners gn THursdav evdnjtg iy Rev. Pathor O'Shea. The
captain of the Thorndon team ‘harded over the ‘hand-
some qup won in Whe tug-of-war ¢ .the Rev. Father
Holley.

Greymouth

———

(From our own correspondent.)

December 31.

The Rev, Father Venning, of St. Palirick's College,
Wellinglon, is assisling the Very Rev. Dean Qarew in
the work of the parish during Rev. Father Herbert's
ahsence.

Yesterday morning 5 large convoume of pegple as-
sembled to witness the laying of the foundation stone
for the new Town Hall. The Mayor (Mr. James An-
drew Petric) gave ap address suitable tio the occasicn,
and then laid the stome.  Several obher gentlemen  alse
made remarks, including the Hon, A. R. Guinness. At
the aanclusion three hearty cheers were given for the
Mayor amd Mavaress. The contractor (Mr. Bell) pre-
senidd the Mavor with a silver trowel shitably mnscri-
bed.  The new hall when conrpleted (which stould ke in
Some six months) will be one of the finest for the gize
of the place in New Zealtand,

The oHurch presented a beautiful appearante during
the Christmas festivities, being decorated with flowers,
evergreens, amd banmers. The Very Rev. Dean (arew
celebpated the mi&night Mass, and preached an able ser-
mon ‘on  the feast of the day. The congregation was a
large cne and filled the spacious church tio its" utmost
The choir were in excellont form, singtng admirably
Marart's Twelfth Mass. The leding saprano solps were
taken by Miss Hily Hannan, except the * Benedictus,’
whih was sung by Miss Bremer., The altio solos were
talen by Misses Skatlery and Beresfond. Mesgrs. Doo-
gan acd Praser ware the tenors, and Mr. K, T. Dillon
salng the hass solos. Miss E. Kemple preslded at the
organ, assisted by a full orchestra, consisting of Messrs,
R, McCarthy and B. J. Phillips (violins), T. Goodall
{cornet), F. Sdabrook ('cello), amd D. Cocks {bass).
The condacljor of the choir desenves every poalse for the
high eflicidqucy of the choir. The Christiias Day Masses
arfl Bénedioticn  were also atlendad by large mumbers.

Mws Jeanv Burke gave a ‘heautiful remdering ol  the
* Adeste Fideles.’

Wanganui

(From our own correspondent.)

On 'THursday, December 22, a large alflience assem-
bled in St. Mary's Hall, Wanganui, on the :octasion of
the antertainment given by the pupils of the Marist
Brotihers’ gshool. The object of the entertainment was
Lo provide prizes for the boys who had merited them,
and ta form @ nucleus  of a school cirdulating library.
Althomgh it was the first time the boys hal appeared
in public, ey nevertheless aoguitted dhemselves in a
manner for which they and their teachers deserve the
groatest cradit. Especially in the play the youthful
porformers  displayeld  great  ability. The follow-
g was the programme —Solo, Master Loftus ;
chorus, ‘The harp that once,” pupils ; dance, Irish jig,
Mr. R. McGregor ; recitation, ' The Irish.deummer ba y
Master William Neylon; song, ° Happy litile Sam,’
Miastgr Syidney Stufibrd (encored) @ viola solo, ‘Marianne
Walt-,' Master H. Jory ; recitation, Guilty ¢r ‘mot
guilty,” Master Leo Duflou : infant song, ‘ He, she and
it,’ Masters F, Jellerd:n, Celestine Dufiau, and B. Kiely;
solo, * A bov’s best friend,” Master H. Jury (encored) .
ravitation, ' When I'm a man,’ Maskers F. Jeflerson, J.
Quirk, T. McFadsan, H. McAlinden, O. Grogan, G,
Oronin, all M. Grogan; ohorus, ' Slumper, gentle in-
fant,’ pupils {(emsored) ; chorus, ¢ Haste away,’ pupils,
The play was entitled * The Harvest Stiorm,' and the
vartgus characters were ably presented by the foltowing
hoys : Clharles ('rtonin, Thomas Boyle, Robert Flynn, L.
Norwaod, W. (uirk, M. Crotty, P. Lloyd, L. Loftus,
and k. Onolty. The ‘programme concluded, the Very
Rav. Dean Groman addressed the gudience, amd in the
oourse of his remarks said that the ertertainment Was
an Ptdi-atian of #he training the boys received at the
Brothers' s hnol. He ¢omplimented the Brbthers op the
excellent resuvlts achieved, and asked Rev. Bro. Coleman
to repeat fhe performmance later in aid of the bazagr
fund.

Rev. Brother Coleman, Principal of the schaol, then
miade @ brief and appropriate dpeesh, after which the
prize list was read.

DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN.,

The Rev. Father McGrath, who has beem ahsent on
sick leave, is 'on his way batk to New Zealungd, having
left Liondon on Detember 2 by one ipf the Orieént liners.

The anmual retreat of the clargy of the diocese
opens on Monilay svening, the 16th imst., in Holy Cross
(tollege, Mosgiel. It will be conducted by Rev. Father
Clafiey, S.J.
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