
Tihe Re-v. S. Lawry, President of the MethodistCon-
ference, has had a characteristic sample of the aose-
poking arid petty tyranny of the Qhristicfouroh Protes-
t-ant Offence Association. Jn the sacred names of
1liberty eend tmith '

(!) Uhe members of that delectable
association have twice p,ublicly interfered in the domes-
tic comcer/ns of the Rev. Mr. Lawry by pillorying him
for the heinous crime of sendimg his daughter— for rea-
sions which many of our readers will rea(dily appreciate—

tio a Oatihiolic school. The Offence Association,by the
way, is not a Methodist society. It is aai Oiange 'con-
cern,' that aacries om its operations in ttie dark, like
rata ijn a cellar. Its impertinent interference with the
Rev. Mr. Lawry's private affairs is a fair sample of the
wilder tyranny wbioh its sa'ffnon^sas'hed members would
exercise if tihey had the power.

lew r'andont resadiilngs of the therr^ometer in theshade:
Lismore, 112; Adelaide, 114; Bramxto(n, 116; Sydney,
Parramattla, and RurM, 117;MiWiura (Victoria),121.5 ;
Mount HWpe, ia4 ;Berrigan, 125. Tihese re^diSngs byn0
meaoxsi constitlute a recQ^d, but they represent a little
wiorld of physical discomfort and s?uffering. AtE'uston
(N.S. WallesiX, iar i/nstlance, the thermometer reached
124 in the s*halde during the heat-wiave thatushered in
the new year of 1898. And BaKdn vanMueller, in his
1 Select Rxtira-TrdpicaiPlants,' tells how a district in
the Riverinia (N.S. Wales) once stewed to the tune of
134 degrees in the sjhade. TThe deserts of the Interior,
hiowqver, 'seem to be the recognised ttot-.blast furnace of
Austr/alia. Lumiholtz, in his work, 'Amang Cannibals/
ddscribes Uhem as

'
'hotter aidd more arid thain any other

pairt tof Hhe earth.' An idea of their higher capabili-
ties may Ibe gained from tihe experiences of Stiurt and
his fellow-explorers in the intensely h,ot siuramer of ISI4.'

The earth,' days Sutherland, summa/rising tiheir report,
1 tfhe h'oiofs of tllie 'horses; it st-arched tihe shoes
atnid feet of the men. . . Tthe iheat was sometimes 130
in the shade, and in the sain it was altogether intoler-
able. They were unable to write, as tihe ink dried at

:on!ce on their pdns ; their combs siplit ; tlieir nails be-
came brittle and readily broke, and if they touched a
piece of metal it blistered their fingers. In tjheir ex-
tremity, tihey dug anUnderground room, deep enough to
be bey,cnd the dreadful furnace glow abiflve. Here they
passed m|a)ny a long day, as month 'after mlonth passed
witlhoutlaf sillower of rain.' v

DlMrimg "Bhe heat-wa(ve of the pas.t few days, New
South Wiales has bean the c*hief sufferer. The Mother
Startd haa hvad keener sufferimgs than tfiose that arise
from Unpleasiaintly high temperatures, and the devasta-
tion caused wiflhm its borders by bush hres recalls in a
measure, tihe aigyxny v^hifch Victoria went tffroiugff on the
day kno^n in its history as Black Thursday, when al-
rfosit the w<hole c^olomy was ablaze, when flhe asjies from
its Hurnin(g " fierds antS foresfs fell thick on 'the decks of
vessels sixty miles (jut to sea, whefn the smoke impeded
navigation, and many of the soared inhabitants fancied
that the wiorFd's las-t day (had come. Vast and widely
separated areas of New South Wales have bean afire
during tihe past few days. Reports tripkhng through
tihe Submarine wires tell, for instance, of fires that
swept an -area of fifty miles by thirty between Tunfut
and J'lrnee; 200,0Q0 acres in the Oarcoar district; ten
miles by sixty abound Burrowa; and a hfcrJtlred and
fifty miles square about Guindagjai. Grass, arops, stock,
fqnees have been dat«n u-p by the flames— looo sflieep de-
stroyed bexe, 2000 there, 10,000 elsewhere. One station
allqiie in t(he Riverina lost 40,000 acres of grass. The
destruction cm Kimo station is set down at £10,000.
Numbers of farmers dnd pastoraliste have been ruined.
Exciting tales have been totd of townships combatimg
the ahvicing ftres for dear life, and (s,ays one of the
latent cabl« messages)

'many harrowing details are
given by «h,ose suffering losses, as well as marrow
eacaipes by Wornqn and tfiiKdrdn, wiho saved themselvesby
lying *n talnks, fn water-holes, ajid in the riivers, while
their menEol'k fought the flames.' As we write, the fires
have been somewhat checked by welcome falte of rain,
and t«he eiild of the s\pell of red desitrtuctioti has, we
hope, at leingth dome flo our afflicted fellow-subjects be-
yosnd the Tasmian Sea.

Notes
Thanks, Kind Friends!

Our unaided pen is unable to thank individuallythe
Scores of kind triends in every part of New Zealand
w(ho halve honored us wjth Christmas aJmd New Year
greetings. We ask them to accept this

"

cordial assur-
ajnice tihiat olur heart beats a grateful measure to them,
qne ahd all.

A Hokitika Snake-yarn.
Ln the process of snapping up sundry unco'jisidcred

trifles of
'
late mailnews,' the

'Hokitika Quardi'an
'

recently inflicted uoo,n its readers the following painful
yiarm : T"hlat a

'
Roman Catholic sect 'in BiUdharest,

kniowfa, as that of '
Notre D&me de Lira,' has ' for a

number of years bee*n permitted to carry on educatianal
wwrk in Roljniamifa '; tihat the lady heads of flhis 'sect '
have tiakefr a number of

'
the daughters of the highest

families,' tinstilled in/to them
'

the tenets of Rome,' for-
ced them t)o '

become nuns and sign over tihe whole of
imeiir property to the sniperi'ors,' and then spirited them
away to pJDaces unknown ; and that

'
a rigorous investi-

gation h^iS been ordered and is proceeding in tthe Rou-
mjanian capital.'

No ijnformtaition is given by our Hpkitflka contem-
porary as ifo the .source of "Shis rawdieaid-and-bloiody-
ho^nes tale. But our readers have legitimate grounds
for dolibtiaig tfh'at it came from the alleged pliace of its
origi/n— to wit, Bucharest, the capital of Rflumania. Its
smbstance and diction,moreover, stamp it as apparently
ana of tihe savage anti-convent fictions which (as we
showed acme time aigo) are being indusitriolisly inven-
tod and disseminated t'ltfoughout Eunope by a gang
umldeT the lelaHderehi/p of a Swiss criminal) whose head-
quarters iajre in Milan. For the present, it will be suffi-
cient to lay the following information before our read-
ere: (1) Catholics are only abotit dne in forty 'of the
totsal ipwpuliatiipn. of Rdumahia, flhe overwhelmingmajor-
ity of which belongs to the 'Orthodox 'Greek Cfeiutch.
(2) There iis\ n.o '

Roman C&tHolic sect "'
either inor out

of Rqrumainia. (3) Inhere is no Catih'olic religious Order
Ooargregation, or community, in all Roumaaiia— or, in-
deed, m amy part of the world— knowin as " NotireDame
de Lira.' There are only two Catholic Sisterhoods U
that kfrigdlom. One is the famous teaching Gongregs-

tftifct zteAtA^r) fAfttEf Thursday, January5, lflOS
Port Arthur.

Port Arthut has fallen, after Jap and Russ on each
side iof its vast fortifications had been injecting hypo-
dermic arguments into each other at long apd short
rainge for three hundred and twenty-eight days. In
'duration, and in the valor displayed alike indefence and
attack,, t<he siege takes its place among fche greatevents
of the woirlti's military history. Bwt, Wanks tio God,
the agony is ovet.
Togo a Catholic.

H;«re is ajn interesting note from the Boston 'Pilot':'
A qorre^omldent of the " WeSitanineter Gazette"

maikea knowta for the first time the interesting fciot that
Admiral Tlogo is a Oatbolic. His Conversion took,place
many years ago in England. Simultaneously withhis
iinstirpctioai in tihe art of modern warfare* he directed
his attention to the evidences of Christutility. As a
rec<ult of this sturdy he decided to become a Catholic,
received thenecessiary instruction,and was duly received
i-n'to the Cold. While he studied at Woolwich, England,
he frequently assisted at the service of tihe Mass.'

-
Rampant Meddlers.
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