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few rabdomt readings of the thermrometer in the shade :
Lismtore, 112 ; Adelaide, 114 ; Branxton, 116; Sydney,
Parramatita, abd Burke, 117 ; Middura (Victoria), 121.5 :
Mount Hope, 134 ; Berrigan, 125. Mhese reddings by no
means comstituie a recond, but they rdpresent a little
world of physical discomfort and sufiering. At Euston
(N.S. Wales, for gnstance, the thermgometer reached
124 in the shalde during the heat-wave that ushered in
the new vear of 1808. And Bakdn van Mueller, in his
* Selget Fxtira-Trapicai Plants,” teils how a district in
the Riverima (N.S. Wales) once stewoed to the tume of
134 degrees in ihe shade. The deseris of the lmterior,
however, seem to be the recognised ifrot-blast furnace of
Australia. Lumhboliz, in his work, ' Among Cannibals,’
‘ddscribes them as ‘ Hotter and more arid than any other
patt of #he earth.” An idea of their higher capabili-
ties may ‘be gained from the experiemces of Sturt and
his fellow-explorers in the intensely hot summer of 1844.
* The earth,’ #ays Sutherland, summarising their report,
" dplit tbe hoofs of the horses ; it scorched the shoes
anid feet of the men. . . The heat was sometimes 130
in the shade, and in the sun it was altogether intoler-
able. They were unable to write, as Uhe ink dried at
onca 0R their pens ; their combs split ; their nails be-
came ‘brittle and reddily broke, and if they touched a
piece of metal it blistered their fingers. In their ex-
tremity. ‘they dug an undergdoupd room, deep enoigh to
be beyend the dreadful furnace glow abave. Here they
passed iy a long day, as month after mionth passed
without & sltower of rain.’ N
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During the heat-wave of the past few days, New
South Wales has beon the chief suflerer. The Mother
State has had keener sufferings than tftose that arise
from unpleasantly high temperatiuures, amd the devasta-
tion caused withim 1ts horders by hwsh fires recalls in a
measure, the agony which Victoria went t#rough on the
day knmowik in its history as Black Thursday, when al-
most the whiole dolony was ablaze, when the ashes from
its Hurning fields an3 forests fell thick om ‘the decks of
vassels sixty miles qut fo sea, when the smoke impeded
navigatidn, and many of the soared ishabitants fancied
that the wiorM’s last day had come. Vast and widely
saparated areas of New South Wales have been afire
during the past few days. Reports tripkling through
the submarihe wires tell, for instance, of fires that
swepl an af®a of fifty miles by thirty between Tuntut
and Junee; 200,060 acres in the Qarcoar disirict; ten
miles by sixty around Burrowa: and a bliomred and
fifty miles square about Gundagai. Grass, erops, stock,
fances have been daten up hy the flames—I1000 sheep de-
stiroyed heze, 2000 there, 10,060 elsewhere. One station
alate in the Riverina Jost 40,000 acres of grass. The
destfuction on Kimo station is set down at £10,000.
Numbers of farmers and pastoralists have been ruined.
Exciting tales Irave been todM of townships combating
the ahvancing fires for dear life, and (says one of the
latedt cable mesyages) ° many harrowing detadls are
given by #hose sufforing losses, as well as narrow
escapes by women amnd dhildrdn, who saved themselves by
lving #n tanks, in water-holes, and in the rivers, while
their menfolk fought the flames.’ As we write, the fires
have been somewhat checked by welcome falls of rainm,
and the edd of the spell of ted destruction has, we
hope, at lebgth dome #to our afMlicied fellow-shbrjects be-
vond the Tasman Sea.

Note;

Thanks, Kind Friends !

Our unaided pen is unable to thank individually the
sdores of kind friends in every part of New Zealand
who have homored ws wjth Christmas and New Year
greetings. We ask them to adcept this cordial assur-
amce that gur heart beats a grateful measure to them,
agne and all.
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Thursday, January 5, 1903
Port Arthur. )

Port Arthur has fallen, after Jap and Russ on each
side of its vast fortifications had been injecting hypo-
dermic  arguments into each other at lomg apd short
range for three hundred amd twenty-eight days. In
duratfon, and in the valor displayed alike in defence and
attack, the siege takes ibts place among the great events
of the worll’s military history. But, thlanks o God,
the agoay is over,

Togo a Catholic.

Here is am interesting nofe from the Boston ‘Pilot' :
‘A correspomident of the ‘¢ Westmineter Gazette '
makes kmown for the first time the mferesting fact that
Admiral Togo is a Catholic. His conversion took ntace
many years ago in England. Simultaneously with his
instewction in the art of modern watfare, he directed
his attention to the evidences of Christinwmity. As a
restult of this stuwdy he decided to become a Catholic,
received the mecessary instruction, amd was duly received
into the fold. While he stidied at Woolwich, England,
he frequently assisted at the serwvice ol the Mass.! -~
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Rampant Meddlers,

The Rev. 8. Lawry, President of the Methodist Clon-
ference, ‘has had a characteristic sampie of the nose-
poking and petty tyranny of the Ghristchurch Protes-
tant Offence Association. DIMn the smcred names of
‘ liberty apd tputh’ (!) the members of that delectable
assocfation have twice publicly interfered in the domes-
tic comcerms of the Rev. Mr. Lawry by pillorying him
for the heinous crime of sending his daughter—Ior rea-
gons which many of our readers will readily appreciate
—t0o a Catibiolic schopl.  The Offence Association, by the
way, is not m Methodist saciety. 1t is am Orange ‘con-
cern,’ that oanries on its operations in the dark, like
rats in a cellar. Its impertinent interference with the
Rev. Mr. Lawry's private afiairs is a fair sample of the
wider tyranny which ils saffpon-sashed members would
exercise if they had the ‘power,
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A Hokitika Snake-yarn.

In the process of snapping up sundry unconsidered
trifles of ‘late mail news,” the * Iokitika Guardian’
recently inflictdd umon its readers the {ollowing painiul
yarn : That a  Roman Catholic sect’ in Bucharest,
known as that of * Notre Dame de Lira,’ has ‘for a
numhber of years heen permitted to carry on educatianal
wiork in Roumsenfa ’; that the lady heads of this ‘ sect ’
have taken a number of * the daughters of the highest
families,” wpnstilled into them * the tepets of Rome,” for-
ced them to ° bécome nuns and sign over the whole of
tneir property to the superiors,” and then spirited them
away to places urknown ; and that ' a rigomous investi-
gation has been ordered and is proceeding in the Rou-
mighian capital.’ .

No informaticn is given by our Hpkitika contem-
porary as th the source of #$his rawhead-and-bloody-
bones  tale. But our readers have legitimate grounds
for doubling #hat it came {rom the alleged place of itis
origin—to wit, Bucharest, the capital of Raqumania. Its
substance and diction, moreover, stamp it as apphrently
ona of the savage anti-ponvent fictions which (as we
showed some time ago) are being industwriously inven-
tad and digsemihated throughout Ennope by a gang
unider the ldadership vf a Swiss criminal} whose head-
quarters are in Milan. For the present, it will be suffi-
cient to lay the following information before our read-
erc : (1) Cathiolics are only about dme in forty 'of the
total jpopulaticn of Raumania, the overwhelming major-
ity of which belongs to the * Qrthodox ' Greek Church.
(2) There is\ no * Roman CatHolic sect * either in or out
of Rioumania. (3) There is mo Catholic religions Order
Coongregation, or commrunity, o all Roumania—or, in-
deed, in amy part of the wordd—known as * Notire Dame
de Lira.' Thore are only two Catholic Sisterhoods in
thatt kingdom. One is the flamous teaching Congreg:-
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