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Presentation to Mr. H. Cullen,
Eiffelton.
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Ome of the most enthusiastic gatherings ever herd
at Eiflelton (says the * Adhburtom (uardian ') eventua-
tad there oy Tuesday evening, Deceruber 20, when a imre-
well gociad was tendered to Mr. Hugh Cullen and family,
who are leavihg alter a lomg sojourn in the district to
take up their residence ut Alford Forest. The schyol-
room, where the gathering took place, was artistically
decorated, and the seating accommodation was taxed to
its wtmost capacity. ‘The audience was representative
of the distrret, many being presept from Ashburton and
elsewhere. In opening an excelleml comcert progrgmine,
which precedett a presentation, Mr. A. Moore, who pre-
sidad, nrade a rief speech in which he traced his asso-
ciatdagn with their guest and family for some years.

At the conclusion of the comcert My, J. McLach-
lin, M-H.R, waid that aithough he had attentled at
some fnadrvenience, still e was more ithan pleased to he
present. In common with those assembled he regretded
the departlure of Mr. and Mrs. Qullen from the district ;
ut when it was consldered that the guests of thd even-
ing intended ‘to better their circumstances, no ompe could
copgure thetn for severing their connectipn with a sec-
thon of the community among whom they had so long
resided. He felt sure he was only voiting the sentiment
of all assembiled in regretting the Qepariure of the Cul-
I family from the district, and expressing a hope that
their future would be marhed with success. The spea-
ker here paid a tribute to the Windly qualities of Mrs.
Cullan, wito was always ready to assigt her neighbors
in time of trouble wr sitkness, and who had at all
times bedn a worthy partner of her much redpectell hus-
band. He was pleased to see the Misses Klen and
Annie Cullen and Mr. P. Culien present that evening.
They were ktrown as ' Cullen's orshestra,’ having been
at all times ready to place their talemts gratuvitously
at the seryice of organisers of concerts and entertain-
ments 1n the district. He felt that their depariure
wauld be keenly felt. He had miuch pleasure in present-
ing to Mr. Cullen, on hehalf of friends aid admirers, =
hamidsome gold albert chain, as a small twken of the
esteem in which he was held. To Mrs. Cullen he
hiad alspo pleasure in handivg an overmantel mirror, apd
it was his wish that both recipients wondd live hong and
enjoy godd health ad prosperity and each other's so-
ciety for many years to come. Mr. and Mrs. Cullen would
njot, he felt sure, receive the gifts for the mere mtrin-
5ia value, bt for the accompanying enpresséon of good-
will on the part of the subscribers. The speaker ihem
read the fellowing letier from the Right Hon the Pre-
mier :—

*Dear Mr. McLadhlan,—It is witth pleasure that 1T
learn from you that it is intended to make a presanta-
tion to my old friend, Mr. Hupgh Gullan ; abfl it is gra-
fifying tio hmow, as at Kumwara and the West Coasi,
he haa at the [ast Coast proved himgelf a deserving
colonist, and deserving of the esteem of all those who
have 'had the pleasure of his acquaintance. My creat
regret is ihat I shall be vn#ble to be with you, and
2% an old frighd to personally join in wishing Mr. and
Mrs Cullen astd their family every happiness agd pros-
perity in theér new home. To yourself and those as-
sembled, I wish you one and all a happy Ghristmas and
a bright &nd prosperous New Year.’

Mr. Collan, in thamking the dovors on babalf of Mrs.
Cullen and himself, said he would have to make use of
an ol hagkneyed phmase in saying thal the amexpected
and- handsome treatment he had received at Lheir hands
had, in a meastire, rohbed him of wprds in whidh  to
comvey his thanks, He could assmre them that the
gifbs tendered him that eveming were accepted im a
way that had moved the shihseribers to dhow their ap-
preciation of the past services he amd his family had
rendered the distriet, and that those gifts wolkd be
highly J-eastired ih days to come was unpecessiary on his
part to mention. In conclusion Mr., Cullen snid he
desired to ppblicly acknowledge the receipt of a chegue
for £50 thiat Had been tendered to him by Mr. J. . N.
Grigg, as an appreciation of a service to the district he
(the speaker) was not aware of.

Mr. D. Thomas, who hall kpown Mr. Cullen for np-
watfls of 25 years, plso ‘adddd his meed of praise, and
dafd that it was an evidence of the esteem im  which
their guest was held to find among those present  the
Very Rev. Father O'Domnell amtd the vigar of Loweliff.

Severa] communications are unavoidably held over.

The Religious of the Sacred Heart are abput to
open a convent at Melrose, Wellington, where at present
only a limited number of pupils cam be taken. Appli-
<atlon is tp be made to the Rev. Mother Superior at
Timagu...

. megatively lo the last.

THE FAITH IN JAPAN.

The Rev. Thomas J. Canipbell, 3.J., writing in
! Benziger's Home Amnual,’ comtributes an informing art-
icle un tha state of Catholicism in the dominions of the
Mikado. Most Catholics are aware that in the middle
of the sixteemth century St. Francis Xavier left the
tield of his apostolic labors in India fired with the de-
site of ocomverting the inhabitants of Jagan and the
othor Eastern islands to Christianity. The record . of
the beroic labors of the saint snd a few companions is
cne of the most glorious chapters #n the history of the
Church. By the end of the century, says Father Camp-
bell, 750,000 converls had bean made. Then the era of
persecution commenced. In 1602 William Adamg, an
Enghsh sea captain, securéd the confidence of the ISm-
peror Daifosama ard persuaded him that the Catholic
mussionaries were political emissaries of Portugal, bent
on preparing the way for the conguest of Japam. In
the perseqution which Daifosama begap, and which was
continued by the Shogums, hurdreds of ihousands—men,
women, and even little children—sufferad death in the
mjost cruel forms for the faith they had adopted, Chris-
tianity was overwhelnwed in the deluge of blpod, angd for
centuries  no efforl availed to raise again the ruimed
Churah of Japan. For two centuries
Japan Remained Closed to Foreighers.
But at lemgth, in consequence of the ill-treatment of
some shipwredked American sailors by the Japamese, a
squadton of Americapm warships entered the port of To-
kio, and a® a result of their demands certain Japanese
towng were opened to the trade of foreign mations, The
treaty by whith this concession was granted was con-
cludedt in 1854.  With the traders she missionaries also
enleted. The Catholic missions to Japan were entrus-
ted to the Fathers of the Society of Foreign Missions,
The wogk of the Catholic missions was, at first, beset
with many difficultigs, and its progress was necessarily
slow. But the unexpected discovery al some impior taht
remains of the older Church at length ofiered the labor-
ers a brighter prospecl. How that discovery was made
Father Camrpbell tells us in graphic fashicn. Father
Petitjean, ome of tLhe Japanese missionaries, had suc-
cedded, after many efforis, in ‘building a small chtirch at
Nagasaki in 1865. ‘ The church bad hardly been opened
a moath  when, op March 17, something ecxtraordinary
hoppened. On  that day, after Mass, the priest was
Hneeling in his little church, somewhat dejected at heart,
For ‘its efforts did not seem to be as successful as he
hlope)% Suddenly he found three wonien kneeling along-
side him. They bluntly todMd him that they thought
their religibn was fhe same as his. Father Petitjean
Had mever seen them before, and was quite taken aback
by tiiree questigns proposed by the strangerss: 1st.
Have you a Pope? 2nd. Do wbu pray to the Blessed
Virgin ? 3pd. Are you miarried 7 To the first two ques-
tions the priest, of course, answered in the affirmative;
'““Then we are like you,” said
amazement, the missionary

the inguisitors. To his
faund that there were
Groups of Catholics

spattered through the country, who had handed down
the faith from Pather to son during almost three cen-
turids ; nulilating the doctrine, of comrse, to some ex-
tent, hut preserving substantially what had bhean the
treasure of their martyred ancestors. Baptism and
marriage were the only sactaments they comld admin-
ister, but through these two ohannels God had poured
forth His Grace in marvellous abundance. Around
Nagasahi alone—whigh will be remembered as the prin-
cipal scene of the cld martyrdoms, 2500 of these Crypto-
Christians were found. In dne place there was'a setile-
ment of as many as 000 Christian families. Tweanty-
five obher growrps were Found in various localities.’ There
are at present four dioceses, Tokio, Osaka, Nagasaki,
and Hakddatie, with 55,450 Catholics, a small number
now when we consider that there were at one time
2000000 Catholics. Scarcely ninety years elapsed be-
tween the arrival of Francis Xavier and the last perse-
cution, which was supposed to have complaetely blotted
out the Churdh ; and, nevertheless, in- that extraordin-
arily brief period,

Those Marvellous Results
were aghieved which not only fupnighed 200,000 martyrs,
but mpde other countless thousands faithful to Catholi-
cism after it hdd apparenily disappeared from the world,
as far as they knew, -

Mr. P. P. Fleming, of the postal department, who
has been tiransferred to Duneddn, has received the fqll"nw-
ing resgolution from St Mary's Church gommittee,
Christcitarich :=-* That the thatks of e committes be
tendered tlo you for the way you lhave worked for the
gooil of the Chunch and ‘greater -glory of God while
ucting as a member of the committiee.'
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BWATH AND GO.

OASHEL STRERT, CHRISTOHURCR, Fashionahls Drapers
Millinees and Costumusry, .



