
One of the most enthusiastic gatihorings aver heldat Eifffeßon (says tihe ' As'hburtan G<uardiam ') eventua-
ted t/here <flti< Tuesday evening, December 30, w-'hen a fare-well social was tendered to Mr. Hugh (Julleh and family,
wlho are leayihg after a long sojourn in the distinct tiotiajke .up tlheir residence at Alford Forest. The school-rpomt wheure flhe^ gathering took place, was artisticallyidaoorated, asid the seating accomm'odatioji was taxed to
itts 'utmost caipacity. The audience was rejpresentetive
■of tiJie distnrwt, many being present from AsJibtirtonandelsewhere. Ifr opening an excellent coiu;ert progrgmme,
which precedett a presentation, Mr. A. M<x>re, who pre-
sided, nraide abtief speech in which he traced his as&o-ciatflqfti with "tfteiT guest and family for some years.

At the conclusipn of the concert Mr. J. McLach-lin, M.H.R, »aUd that although he hall att&n)ded at
fcfome ilrvqcfrtv.enieti'oe, sftill he was more thtfn pleased to bepreeetnt. In oommon with thpse a.ssembleti heregretted
tihe depart/lire of Mr. and Mr&. Oullein from the district ;
b»it} when it was considered fhjat the guests of the( even-ing intended tjo better their circumstances1,no ore could
cejmsfure t|hem for severing their connection with a sec-
tv>'n of the community among whom lihey had sio long
ras'Jderi. He felt sure he was only voicing tKhe sentiment
of all assembled i,n regretting the departurebf tjie Cul-
lefti family from the districts and expressing a hiope thattlheir fcuture wouLd be marked with aiuccesb. Tihe .spea-
k«r here (pjaiti fa tribute to the kindly qualities of Mrs.
CUlleyi,, wttHo was always ready to assist her neighbors
in time of trouble ior sickness, and who hajd at alltimes beeto a worthy partner of her mHich respectedhus-
banld. He was pleased to see the Misses EHen ajnd
Aanie Cullen and Mr. P. Culi&n present that evening.
They were khown as '

Cullen's orchestra,' having been
at all times ready to place their talents gratuitously
at the seqvifce of organisers of concerts and entertain-
ments m t/he district. He felt that Miei'r departure
widulld be keenly felt. He had miuch ple,asUre yipresent-
ing to Mr. OullCn, on behalf of frietnds and aJdmirers, a
hiartd'Siome giold albert chain, as a bin'all tldiken of the
esteem in which he was held. T,o Mrs. Cullen he
hajd alsio plealsjure in handing an avermantelminor, afWdit was his wi^h that both recipients wo|iJd li^e hang arid
ansjoy gaoW health arid prosperity arid each other's so-
ciety for many years tocome. Mr. and Mrs. Culleji wouldn)ot, he felt slure, receive the gifts for the mere Intrin-
sic valjue, blut fear the accomipanying exipresisilon of good-
will on the part of the subscribers. The sipeaker thenreaH the follbwuig letter from the Right Han the Pre-
mier :—

1Dear Mr. McLadhlan,— It is wiUh /pleasure tjhat Tlear!n trtom ytfu that it is intended to make a presenta-
tion to my old friend, Mr. Hiugh Qullon;aliti it is gra-
tifying to tow, as at Kuroara a,nd the West Coast,
he has at the Eastl Coast proved himself a deserving
CiODohi'st, and deserving of the esteem of all those whohaw 'had the pleasure of his acquaintance. My greatregret is that Ishall be ifnable to be wvtih y,o(u, andas an old fnoh'd to pers"onally join in wiallii!nig Mr. andMrs Culleji avid their family every hafypiness ajfd pros-perity in theiir new home. To yqurself and those as-senilble/d, Iwil* y.oHi one and all a happy Ohjistnias anda briigflito tVn/d pr"osper:cKts New Year.'Mr. Uullqn, in thtaiiking the domoxs on bahalf of Mrs.Ciillein and himself, said he would haVe Ho make use of
an old haakneyed phoase in laying Vba.t the u«nex|>ected
a,ndi''Kanda(ome treatmemt he had received at theirhandsha)d,. in a meas/ure, robbed him of wprds in wihifcjli toconvey hitsi thanks. He couHd assure them that thegifts tendered him that eveming were accepted ih away that had movejd the sdi'bstribers t)o athow ttieir ap-preciation of tflie past services he aiid his family hadrendered t}he district, and that those gifts wolild behighly u-easiured ih days to come was unnecesfe'ary onhispart to meiittoti. In comcliusvon Mr. Cullen said tiedeslireJd to pprblicly acknowledge the receipt of a dheqtuefor £(50 that Had becin terideted to Mm by Mr. J. C. N.
Grigig^ as .a,n appreciation of a service to tihe district he(the speaker) was not awaTe of.

Mr. D. Thomas, who hati known Mr. Cullen for up-wiar|lsl of 35 years, also -add*! his meed of praise, andslaW tflnat it was a,n evidence of the esteem in whichtheir g,uest was held to ftn'd among those present theVery Rev. Father O'Dcrtnell aWfd the v-ifta-r of Lpwcliff.

fjinrs^ay,January 5,1905.

Presentation to Mr. H. Cullen,
Eiffelton.

NEW Z&IIAKD TABLET
THE FAiTH IN JAPAN.

The Rev Thomas J. Campbell, S.J., wirititog inBenziger s Home AnlnUal,' contributes an informingart-icle c#i tha state of Catholicism in the dominions of theMfkajdio. Most Catholics are aware thai in t|he middleof Hhe sixteemtlh century St. Francis X^viea: left thenew of iiis apostolic labors in India fired with the de-slA.e of Qomwrting tihe inhabitants .of Japan and thecjhor Easitern islands to Christianity. The record ofthe heroic labors of the saintand a few cJomfcanioiis
'

isone of flic most glorioius chapters in the history of theVn -JJ1"«?£ t<he end of the centwry, s/ays Father Camp-bell, 7o|o,ao'o converts had bean made. Theto ttie era ofpereedutiion commenced. In 16d2 William Adame anEmglish soa calptain, secured the confidence of the Em-peror Daifiosama arid persuaded him that the
"

Catholicmissionaries were political emissaries of Portugal benton preparing the way for the cpnqjuesti of Japan.' In<lhe persecution whiqh Daifosatna begapi, and which wascontinued by «he Shoguns, hundreds of thousaJnd^—meTiwomem, anid even little children— sufferad death in thenyost cruel forms for the faith they had adoptfld Chris-tianity was overwhelmed in the deluge of blDod, atiriforcentauries no effort availed to raise again the ruinedCliurqh. of Jajpan. For two centuries
JaipaJn Remained Closed to Foreigners-But at letngtih, in cdnseqiuence of the ill-treatment ofsome shipwjedke'd American 'sailors by the Japanese, asqua(d>rton of America^ warships entered the |>ort *>f To-kio, and aa a result of their demands certai/h JapaneseI,owns wore1opened to the tflatie of foreign nations,. Thetreaty by which this concession was granted was con-cluded in 1-854. Wiflh the traders *he missiikjriaries alsoentered. The Catholic missions to Japan were entrus-ted to the Fathers of the Society of Foreign Missions.The woifk .of the Catholic missions was, at first, besetwitjh majny difficulties., and ite progress was necesisarilyslow. But the unexpected discovery ol some impiortaht

remains of tihe older Church at length offered the labor-ers a brighter prospect. How that discovery was madeFather Cam'pbell tells ub in graphic fashicln. FatherPetitjean, oaie of the Japanese missionaries, had suc-ceeded,, 'aft«er many efforts, m building a small chUrcn atNagasaki in 1865. '
The church had hardly been opened

a n}o,nth when, on March 17, something extraordinaryhlaJppQned. On that 'day, after Masis, the ipries-t wasikneeling iln his little dhurch, somewhat dejected at heart,for !his efforts did not seem to be as siuccesjsful as hehlolpeti. Sjuddehly he found three women kneelinc along-
side Tiim. They bluntly toJd him that they thoughttheir religion was tihe same as his. Father PetitjeanWad -never seen them before, and was quite taken abackby taiiree questions proposed by t)he strajngeps : Ist.Have ypu a Pope? '2nd. Do y/bu pray to -the Blessed
Virgin ? 3rid. Are you married? To the fitrst two ques-
tions tihe nriestt, of oourse, answered in the affirmative;
"negatively to the last.

"
Then we are like y(oiu," said

the inquisitors. To his amazement, the missionaryfquirid that there were
Gcoups of CaWiolics

scattered through the country, who had handed down
the faith from father to son during almost three cen-
turies ; ntutilating tihe doctrine, of oourse, to some ex-tent, hut preserving substantially what had bedn the
treasure of tlheir martyred ancestors. Baptism andmarriage were the only sacraments they oolite admin-ister, but through these two channels God had poureid
forth His Grace in marvellous abundance. Around
N'agjasiaiki alone— whiah will be remembered as the prin-
cipal1 scene of the old martyrdoms, 250,1) of these Crypto-
Ohristianis were found. In one place there was"a settle-
ment of as many as J'ooo Christian families. Twenty-
five other gro\mps were faurid in various localities.' There
are at ,present four dioceses, Tokto, Os,atoa, Nagasaki,
and Ho-kcfclatie, with 55,450 Catholics, a small number
now when we consider that there were at one time2,;00i0v000 Oatlholics. Scarcely ninety years elapsed be-
tween the arrival of Francis Xaivier and the last perse-
cution, wJhich was supposed tD have completely blottedo,ut the Churcih ; and, nevertheless, in- that extraordin-
arily brief period,

Those Marvellduis Resultswere ajohiefved which not only funniaihed 2ftO,oo>o martyrs,
but nwie other countless thousalmis fait-hfiul to Catholi-
cism after it had apparentlydisappeared from the world,
as far as they knew.
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Several comnmnicatiotis are unavoidablyhelU over.The Religionis of tfie Sacred Heart are about to
ppein a convent at Melrose, Wellington, where at present
only a limited nlimber of pupils can be taken. Appli-
cationis tt> be made to the Rev. Mother Superior atTimajfu...

Mr. P. P. Fleming, of the .postal department, who
hasi been transferred to Dunedln, has received the folFow-
ijig re^okitiflU from St. Mary's Obdvch qommittee,
Chrtetctfartah :—

'
That tihe thatiks of Hhe oomnnittee be

tendered tb ydu for the wayyou haive wariked lor the
g)oo|i bf tfce CbArjich j*nd greater /gliory of Gdd while
acting as a member of the committee.'
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