4 NEW ZEALAND TABLET

Thursday, December 29, 1904

more hitter, more prolonged than in any ofher country,
yet she was mot overcome. For three centuries sie
endured her sufferings with all the calmpess and forti-
tude of the early martyrs ; and by those sufferings not
only was the triumph of the Cross proclaimed to dis
tant lands, but she achicved for herself and for count-
less others the victory of religious freedorn, Religion
to+daw lights up her hills with heaven's light, amd 10
ihe assertion of their just rights iwsparts to her yeople
a vigor and strength that are invincible,
My Mission Field in Sydrey.

From Irelegrd I was translaled to Australia, and for
the 19 closing years of my jubilee period my mission-
field has been here in Sydney among yourselves. 1 found
here in our faithiul people the same distinctive features
that have made Ireland singularly altraclive among
missionary countries—fervent piety, ahqurhing charity,
great zeal for religion. As regards our religions lifa
we may justly be styled a greater Ireland beyonkl the
seas, and may we not hope that like that dear island
of the wesl, it may be Australia’s mission to lead
Iany nations to know our Saviour and 1o love Flim.
Why should we not hope for tlese grandest results. The
love of the Redeemer for Ilis Church is not less strong
now than hitherto ; His power is not lessemed. The
Holy Spirit continues to he the abiding guardian  and
rulag of the Church, and His Divine gifts flow forth as
ceaselessly and as abundantly as from the beginning.

I am convinced vhat a great future awaits Australia,
It was nob without a view to a special religious mas-
sion that Providence permibtted this vast island contr-
nent, though on the direct highway of commerce, to
Temain umkngwn and hidden away from the civilised
world till the close of the cighteenth rcentury. She
enters late in the field, but wilh her vast resounces amd
giant energy she shall atfain her destiny.

We have had as pioneers in ihis fair land golden
Bishops and golden priests, wid long may their tradi-
tions and their example be the heritage of the Awmstra-
lian Church. But, furthermore, we have a golden laily
truly goldea in their piety and im their desire to pro-
mote the interesis of charity and religion, and at all
times ready to generously co-operate with their clergy
in every good work,

And here may I not refer to the grand resuit just
achieved in regard to this beautifut Cathodral of St
Mary's in which we are assembled. The Cathedral Fair
which has Just been brought to a close, has been atlen-
ded with complete success. Thanks bo the boumdless
generosity of hoth clergy and peopie, and the eingular
enbhusiasin which pervaded alt classes in promoting this
great cause, Si. Mary's has been freed from every frac-
tion of debt, and may now be solemrly consecraiecd 1o
God. 1t has not been found possible to bring the art
union to a close, but its success is assured, and 1us Iro-
ceeds shall be applied 1o 1ibe renewal of the (rgan
Fund. Tke whole proceedings of the Fair have ieen g
genuine triumph ol Australian democracy. Very few
large sums have been subscribed. The grand result of
almost £16,000 is due to small contributions, many of
them from generous frionds in the remote back-blncks,
and 1ot a few also from non-Cathelics.

Our Non-Catholic Friends.

Helerring to our non-Uatholic friernds, may I not
Bay that locking to the fullure of the Australian
Ohureh, we cannet but rejoice at the excellent spirit
that animates very many among them. We See on every
side a wearmess ol their present state of isolation and
a desire that some fashion at least of untop should pre-
vail amongst them. The broken cisterns besides which
they have 30 long been seateéd can no longer satisfy their
souls athirst for the life-giving waters of Redeniption.
We must pray that avery heavenly grace may ahound
with them, thatl coming to the feet of Whe Gogd Shep-
hedd they may find the reality of the Redeecmer’s prayer
thal there be cne fold and one shapherd. We ocamnot
of cdurse close our eyes to the faet that there-are Same
among them who, endeavoring to keep alive the preju-
dices of fihe home couniries, unceasingly assail the
Catholic Churdh with demoniac hatred ard leave noth-
ing undone to stir up strife against her. For this end
they pour out their verrom in lies amtd calumnies against
her heavenly teaching. They preach the gospel of hate
and disaqomd, not the gospel of peace and love. Any
systern that #s in neod of such aid betrays its origin and
stiardds before the whole Christian community as seli-
conrdemmad., We must, KFowever, pray for tthose who thus
agsail us. They kKnow mot what they do. By fervent
prayer we may hope that they too shall obtain _ the
grace to kmow our Saviour and to love Him, Their as-
saults are the fulfilment of bhe Redeemer's wonds : ¢ If
the world hath HMated Me, so shall it hate you alsn.?
Their enmity is an invincible prooi that Holy™ Church,
fatthful o her Divine mission, #s walking in the paths
of the salnts and leading many souls to heaven, and

they canmet Hut bring home o every thinking mind the
cheering reflection that at no distant day the love of
touvh and devoetedness to Christ, and earnesthess in
charity are destined to rule supreme throughout  our
Australian Continent.

A Parting Request.

When dne enlers on his 75th year, his closing days
canmot be far distant. I have on that account a part-
ing request %o niake. When fhe great patran of Gaul,
St. Mart®n of Tours, was zbout to pass to his  re-
wand, surrourtded by his disciples, he offered up the
prayer - ' Domine si adhue populi two sum nekessarius,
non recugo lahorem.” 1 would not presume lo ask you
to join with me in surh a prayer, for no one realises
better Lhan myself, 1hat when I shall have passed away
the work of religion will be carried on with far greatar
success  than hitherto, and with greater glory to the
Most High. DBut I will rather ask you to ofier for me
a fervenl prayer Lo the eflect that so lang as life re-
mains 1 may be a faithiul follower of the Divine Mas-
ler, assoedated with you in loving Him and serwing Him,
and that bemg truly devout to ocur Immacubate Lody 1
Iray have the fenvent aspiration of St. Augustine that
has long been dear Lo me, ever present to my mind and
aver resopnding in my heart. * Da quod jubes, Domine,
el jube guod vis.’

The Cardimal afterwards entertained the clergy at
Manly,

Opening of a New Church at Whaka-

rewarewa,
—-—-——’—____
(From an occasional correspondent.)

It is with pleasure I have to report arother addition
to the numerous churches that have been hoilt by the
Mill T1ilt Fathers for the Maoris of the Auaklamd dip-
cese, fhe latest being that erected at Whakarewarewn,
near Rotorua. ‘The plans were designed by Father
Kroaymborg, of Rotorua, whose abilities as a builder are
well known in  the district ; and for the past ftour
mionths he and his confrere, Father Langerweri, had de-
voled all their spare time to the erection of a pretty
little church. At bhe very. outset great difficulty was
exporienced in preparing the site, as the ground is wery
suilthurous and full of steam holes and mud polols, which
necessitaled  the wse of brick piles instead of wood
blocks.  These difficuities, however, were overcome, and
where before the steam used to rise .out of the groung
there now stands a neat church (404t x 18ft), built in
basilica style. The six windows are glazedl with pink
cathedral glass, diffusing a pleasant soft light. The
gable end is supported by four white columns, forming
& jpleasing contrast to the pale blue eolor of the hody
of the chureh. The diagonal lining is of the choicest
rimu, whith has been tastefully decorated with Mapri
designs panted by Father Kreymborg. The carvings,
including a beantiful tabernacle, are valuable relics of
ihe oldest Maori Church south of Auckland.

The new chiurch is dedicated to the Immaculate Con-
coption, amd the blessing took place on the Sunday
within the octave of the feast. Weeks beforehand invi-
Lations had been sent out Lo the native settlememts of
the whole distriet, and on the eve of the great day
large crowds of Maoris arrived in the settlement and
were heartily welcomed by their iriends with the well-
known ' Haeremal ! ’ and the flying of bannmars amd flags
—ameng the latter being the Papul and Irish fags and the
Union Jack—inom the church.

The ceremony of blessing was performed by Father
Langerwert at 10 o’cfock on Sunday morning. During
Mass Father Krevmborg addressed the Maoris in their
own tongue, congrathlating them om the erection of
their new church and dwelling on the many characteris-
tics of the Catholic Church, whose greatest treasure is
the Blessad Secrament, whose greatest ornament is a
plous and devaut congregation, and whose greatest glory
is the Cnoss, which, like another fingerpost, points out
to men Ve way of salvation. He also adMressed a few
wonds to the Europeans, of whom a good number were
present, including the Hon. Johm Meagher, M.L.C., of
New South Wales. Several of the Natives approached
the Holy Table during Mass, and a oollecting was tak-
cn up which well nigh liguidated the debt on the new
church. After Mass the visitiors, both Maori and Furo-
pean, wera gntlerbainad at a gemerous repast in the na-
tive meeting house, After Vespers, which were sung
by the Maoris at § p.m,, In their own langhage, Father
Kreymborg cnce more addressed the aongregation on the
close relabigns existing between the Cabholic amd his
Uhurch. The entlhusiasm of the Maoris reached » cli-
max during Bemediction (givem by Father Schoonhol, of
Matata) when they heard their own children sing in g
creditiable mamner the * O Salutaris,” * O Sanctissima,?
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