
The fresh impetus, the new ver>ve antf stparkle, im-
ported into YoungMen's Societies by Wie recent Cathlo-
lic Congress is, we hope and beliewe, w.orkilng like a
usefKil leaden in our federated associations in New Zea-
land. So m^ich, at least, we gather tnom t3ie recent
meetings iln Dunediin. We wisTh the Viaung men (iod-
sipc^/d m tlieir noble ap'ost'oliate among their felLow-
ypuths w}hjo are majrcihtaig with them sHioulileir to shoul-
der along the road of life.
" All in a Fog.'

Njova Scotia, CalifoTnia, and Oregon pyos'sess fiogs
t(hat have wion a name for themselves "ftr tlhe literature
of meteorology. liut Lon'don's own (particular tog may
claim to be tlhe gold-medallist among fogs. Oscar Wilde
wqote of it thius :—

'
The yelltow fog dame creeping dtown
The bridges, till the houses' walJs
Seemed changed to sihaidows, amd St. Paul's
Doiomed lilke a bubble o'er the town.'

But tjhat was a thin, tame, airfd inadeqiuate fog. One,
for tastam.ee, settled down on London in the begi\ntnl\ng
of Navemlber, 1879. It wiped out .all yieiw of itlbe city*
cljung on till the following February, raised the tieath-
r/ate to tarty-three per cent, above the average, and
swqpt into an/other world more people suffering with
asthma, brtoncihitis, and other respiratory tifloiubles tftian
ha)d ever had the partnership between body ajnd soul in
tjhe worldncapital during the same period.

Here is a cabled description of a London fiog from
last Friday's daily papers :—: —

' A", very derise fog stopped vehicular tiriaffic in Lon-d[an last nigiht, and disorganized the railways. Pedes-
trians were boDelessly lost, and there were numerous
accildetnts. Queen Alexandra was unable to travel toSaawLrimg)h'am. The fiog continues, causing greatLoss totlhe London Christmias trade.'

A f,og is also in many ot£er ways a costly visita-
tion to Ltodoin. A simple eight hours' day' of it may
involve a»n extir.a positive expeinditure of from £50,800 to
£10|0,,000 in ohinking coins of the realm. A goodly ;pro-
p,ortjjo,n of this finds its way into tihe hands of tjhe
gas aji|d electric light companies. A fop; also brings
miucih danger, ttibulution, antf expense to tlhe railway
qomlpjajnies.% « Fog signalling,' says am Emiglish railway
Placer beiore us, 'is expensive. At Cla^pjham Junction
alione £5,0 has been spent by a single railway comipany
diariing a day's f,og iln extra pay t/o the platelayers.
Whon the red light Cannot be seen at a diatiance of a
(h,u]nWrefcl yia-r'ds the platelayers become fog signiallers. For
tftiia they arepaid a Shilling a day in addition to their
regular wages atiti fourpence per hour qvartime, provi-
deid the overtime does not ii^n into a second shilling.'
But extra lig/hting and fog signalling repiresent only a
part of the cost of the colling yellow visitation,' and
Lctndion is fi|ne city to live out of when it is lall in a
tog.'

The Grey Statue
Once ulpqn a time the Fool of Brederode tramped

heavily ac,i|osis some freshly plojugheid fields, making, as
he went, Uhe ntotions of a man who is sowing grain.

'Wlhat are you slowing ?
'

said one to him. 'I sowfiQols,' he replidd. 'Why do yo,u not sow wise men ? '"
Wihy ?

'
echoed the Fool; «■ just because bhe earthdoesnot produce them.' Yet, with the good leave of the

wearer of the cap and bells of Brederode, this olid oari,h
has produced a goodly crop of the wise and great. It
was a dictum of Sir William Temple that

'
some ages

■produce many great men and few great occasions ;othertimes, on the contrary, raise great occasions amd few
or no great men.' New Zealand's early rdays produced
some great occasions ; they likewise produced the men
to fit them.

'
There is nothing,' says William Pember

Ree\es in
'

Tlhe Long White Cloud,1 ' like tlhe colonial
grindstone for putting an edge on good steel.' Sir George
Grey's commanding faculties were sharpened by his New
Zealand experiences till he became one of tjie master-
builders of the Empire. His memory will long remain
in New Ze,ala\nd as the man w<h'ose mirfd ,sftretche»d out agelneriation in advance of his day, apfd Auckland honors
itself as well as him in the noble mofuimant which it
uweiled last week to perpetuate the fame of his name
by the waters of the Waitem'ata. Grey landedin New
Zealandas Governor ijn ltflS. Heke's war was then ipti full
blast, and a great fear had sottle'd down uijion the sicat-
terod white pjop'ulation of the infant colo-ny. He was
them a yoluthf/ul officer of t'hree-and-thirty years: blue-
eyed, reticent, courageous, coiirtecVus, anjd as strong-
jawed and tenacious of his grip of a purpose as a Bor-
deaux masftiff.

The following; lrnes have been aptly supplied to 'Good
Governor Grey

'
:—

'
No hasty fool of stubborn will,
But priidont, wary,pliant still,
Who, since his work w,asgpod,
Would do it as he could.'

To New Zealand of sixty years ag-ohe Sir George
Grey was im a minor way, to New Zea-
lanld what the great silent warrior, Field-Mar-
shal Molt'ke, ,wa's, in a late* >da,y, to the German
FaMicrland— ' tier SriiraditenlCnker, dor SdhlacJitetnden-
ker

'
(the battle-rtiler, the battle-thinker). He

1 smiaihed ' ttlie insurgent Heike and his men— who mar-
velldd at seeing the Pakeha warriors march totjo Hfoe
red hoart of battle wifh their clothes an and great
packts (kfnapsacks) uypon their backs, awl without a
'hint of tlhe fierce yells and contortions and obstreperous
hullabaloo of the wiar-<dance. But Grey had courtesy
as well as courage. lie possessed first^-cl/ass talepts as
a 'pfaeificatfor ; 'he made his enemies his friends', and they
laaimed to love— e\en to idolise—Mm ;he restored tran-
qaiility to the country ; he ketpt guns a,md gjunppwder
ou-t of the ha/njds of the Maori arid waipiro (fire-water)
out of their mouths; he started useful public works;
and the set white man ana brown main in the La,ad of
the Lang White Cloud on the high-road to smew peace
ajnld p,so<rpexity as they ha(d never known beftore.*

In New; Zealandhistory, says Reeves, 'Grey is the
greatest figure, and most attfactive aftd complex sttudy.
Of Such >a man destiny might have m,ade a 'great visio-
nary,, a qapable general, an eloquent tribMne, or a grace-
ful writer. He had in him the stuff for any of these.
Hut tihe wing of tfhe British Empire had to be
built* and the gods made Grey a sfocial architect In the
guise of a {pro-consul. Among Hhe ctokmies of the south-
ern hemisphere he is alreaidy a figure of history, and
amiqngj them nso man has played so mr«ny parts in so
many theatres with so mluc'h success. Not merely was
Tie the savior and organiser of New Zealand, South
Australia, and So'utjh Africa ; >not merely was he an
explorer df> tlhe deserts of New Holland, afcid a s,uccess~
M campaigner in New Zeala'md btus,h-warfare, but lie
found time, by way of recreation, to be an ethnologist,
a literary pioneer, arid an atfdent book-collector who
twice was generous enough tio found libraries with the
boiojks whichhtaid boan tihe solace and h^ppfoiess of his
warkilng life.'
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a*e incompatible with a tiecj), practical interest in the
work of mu'tjual impifovememt societies sjuch as we de-
scribe. Helnce a laqk of appreciation of their benefits,
or, am iidqa t/hat the gains .are not wartlh the pains.A,nd hence again, sp many yokiths are satisfied to loaf
aad drome arfnd dawdle their precious evenings away,
pr,o|p|pijng up verandaih-posits and house corners, turning
gut tjheir minds to grass— till their intellects, for lack
of exercise, lose then- grip 'of things In this respect
they resemble the fortune-sipoiled, aim!ess-lived m|an of
wihjom Dale-Owen writes m his autobiography. '1 have
let my mind gio to seed,' said 'he remorsefully, 'Ihave
thrown away ai life.' And he 'haid taut one life to throw
away.
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