
London, December 23.— Butter is quiet and weaker.Danish, 113/- ; ohoicost Victorian, 98/- to 100/- i\cwSouth Wales, »(>/- to (j«/-. Prices are nominal owum (othe fog preventing Uie delivery of Uhe bulk of the 'lastAjus-tralian consignments ; 103/- is asked for Uhe nextarrivals ftfom New Zealand.
Wheat.— The markets are quiet, and cargoes are dull-Ij,ooo quarters Australian January and February shiomeats, 32/9. v

Invercargill prices current.— Wholesale-Butterfarm, 5d ; separator, 7d ; butter, factory, pats lOidEggp, 8d per dozen. tQhecse (factory), 6^. Hams9d. Potatoes, i2/10/ ton (bags weighed in). Barley'
2/- to2/6. Chaff, £2/6/- per ton. Flour,£lo/10 to £11/10Oatmeal, £8/10/. to £9. Bran, £3/15/-. Pollard, £5.Retail— b arm butter, 7d; separator, 9d; butter fac-tory), pats, l/-. Cheese, 6d to Bd. Eggs, lOd per do/..Bacon, 9d. Hams, lOd. Potatoes, 4/- per cwt Flour "
2001b, 23/- ; aoib, 6/6. Oatmeal: 50H>, 5/3 " 251 b 2/9*Pollard, 8/G per bag. Bran, 4/6. Chaff, 1/6.

Fat Sheep.— -The entry was large and included Somevery prime lines of wetJhers, whidh met with keen com-
petition foom both br.ancb.es of the trade at full recentvalues ; ia gtfdd selection of prime ewes, winch buMiersahssorbed at a small reduction; and the u&ual summer
oiTerfrkg of old and heavy ewes, whic?h were not in re-quest, and suffered a fall of 1/- to 2/- from last week's
rates. Prices current were as follows :Crossbred we-tihens, g,oc<d to prime, 20/- to 23/6 ; others, 17/6 to
10/fi , ewes, to piime, 18/- to 19/6 , extra, to
22/C, , ni^lium, 15/Cto 17/6 ; old, 11/9 to I*s/- ; me-
imo wethers, medium, 11/4 to 15/9.

I* at/ Lambs.— T'heie v\ as a large entry, end the qual-
ity generally was good. All really fat lots stofcd at an
actvance of 6;d t!o 1/- on last week's rates, ttutdhers bjd-
ding, freely to fill Ohristmas requiremants, while expor-
ters were eq.u'ally desirous of filling their space ih tlie'

CJoWiic' Secortdary lrnes held their previous values,
arfd about 1000 were taT<an for export, the balance(700) going to butchers. Prime lot's miade 18/- to 20/- "
extra, to 21/8 ; others, from 14/!).

Store Sheep.— The yarding was the largest for some
months. Tihe demand was active, 'and recent vallueswere well maintained.

Pigiß.— There was a large and good entry of fat■pigs, and buyers sßowed some reserve. Prices, how-ever, were fairly well maintained. Prime bacomors soldat 38/- to 55/-, equial to 4d to 4i'd per lb ;porkors at
Q3/^ I)cj 3-2/-, Or 4id to 4^d per lb ; large stores, 25/- to
30/- ; and a few very good Berksihires from Oh'athiamIsDapds at 32/- ; indium. 18/- to 24/- ; sirtall 12/- to
IS/- ; suckers, 8/- to 10/-.

MASTERTON
(From our own correspondent.)

December 23
A general meeting of the St. Patrick's Day Spiqrts'

AsslociatiDln was held on Saturday dvcnijnfi, wheh therew|as a large attemWance of meimbeis, Mr. M. C. O'Com-nell presifcli|ng. The programme as submitted by the
committee wa's adopted. Tt provides for tfie giVihg of
pri/.es tp the value of £130, tine two ;p/rin>cip,al eventsbeing a St. Patrick's Day fraindicap of £35,\atnd a wheelrace of £11. Mr. Ahc Shannon was appointed ha'n'di-ca,pper.

Owinfc to the large 'disirictlihat the Very Rev.De|an
McKeinfcia >hn,s hati to attend to he will in failure be as-sisted by the Rev,. Father Kelly, wiho arrived in the
dolomy fr|pm Ireland a couple of weeks a^p. Father
Kelly preached his first sermOn at St. PaUidJv's Churchcm Swin/day last.

The ladies' committeeof St Bride's Cogent blatoarmet last evening Siignor B'oiy-oni wrote notifyuig tihathe woiulrJ be able to commence rehearsals early iin J'anu-
aiy The ladies reported that they weie lieceivi^g very
liberal support, so that there is every prosipcct of a
\ery successful bazaar.

Great regfeft is felt at the departure for Au&t,r,ali!a
of Sifters Cljaver and Teresia, of St. BriHe's Don/vent.
The Sisters Waive been in Mastertoin since the cou'velnt
wias ytiar'ted fiVe years ago. They have not been al-
lowed to depart Avithiout many marks of the esteem invvhith they are held.

WAIMATE

WOOL.
DUNEDIN WOOL SALES.

Messrs. DotnaVd Reid and 00. report as follows :—
We hejd our first wool sale of the season's series atthe Victoria Hall, Agricultural Buildings, lhmedita, onThursday, December 22, 1904, when we submitted acatalogue comprising 1227 bales of crossbred, Leicesterand merino wools, chiefly farmers' lots grown on theCoast districts. There was a large attendance ofbuyers— English, foreign, colonial, and local manufac-tures and wool staplers being very fully represented—

who were very keen on business, and competed Avithmudh spirit far the different classes of wool offeredwhich suited their requirements, and this resulted in abrisk a,nd most satisfactory sale. There was also afair attendance of wool growers, shippers, a-nd othersinterested in the trade, who evfrvced a keen interest inthe proceedings, and appeared satisfied with the prices
realised.

The wools displayed by us were largely composed ofclips of sheep which had been wintered on turnips andthese,, although well grown and sound in staple ,werewitin some few exceptions, rather dark colored earth-stawied, and heavy, and lacked the bright, lustrous ap-pearance (so altraotive to buyers) whkvh characterisesthe clip of flocks which have been well wintered ongrass pastures. All the wools catalogued by us werehowever, comparatively free from tick stains and thefibre sound and strong, s'howrng that the sjieep had beenwell nourished and cared for throughout the seasonIt was quite expected that there would be a sub-stantial rise, estimated at from lk'd to 2id en valuesas oom.p-ared with those ruling last seaaoiti, and thissatisfactory result was fully secured, chiefly by thebrwk competition made on behalf of American tr.adeHalf-breds showed a rise of lsd to 2^d as compared
with the top price of the corresponding sale of lastseason ; crossbreds ami Leicesiters showed a rise of 2dto 3d, and merinos a ri-se of about Id to l£d per tbThe total number of bales catalogued by the variousbrokers for the series was 5G27 bales. Of the 1227bales calal'og,ue'd by us, 1078 bales were sold under thehammer, 86 bales were pasfced in, bidding not beihg upto -valuations or reserves, and 63 bales were witihdir-awnthe clip imot being complete.

'
Bidding throughout our sale was very well main-tained up to the values above 'named, and for speciallots of t»he more lusitnvus wool there was very qjnima-tod competition, resulting foi one of the best sales ithas been olur pood fortune to conduct, nearly every Joteither at amctiion or privately alterwards. being -placedat full values.

LIVE STOCK
THE ADDINGTON MARKET, *.

There were full entries at Addingtan in all depart-ments-, comprising 8745 s,heep, of>s cattle, and 459 pigs.Fat Cattle.— About 200 head were yarded, of whicha large pir/bportion d*d not anlswer tfo the desfcriptioh ofChristmas beef. Really prime beasts were about 10/-por head dow»r» from last week's rates, ftut on ■unfinishedstack the tall was as mudh as £1, with few buyersThe best beef sloM at the rate of 22/- to 23/6 per I,o'lOrb -
orllj&ary, 30/- to 21/6.

(From our own correspondent.)
December 26

The artnlu,al prize-givi.ng fri aonnection with St. Pat-rick's Saltdol took place in the sHh'oolrQom op. FrJdjaylast. Before the distribution took place a number ofmlusiqal items were gone through by the pupils most
creditably.

One of the most successful entartainmen'ts ever fieldin Wainvate was given on Tuesday, December 20, iin theOddfellows' Hall, when the members of St. Patrick'sDramiatic Club made their first appearance in public. The
play selected Was tihe comedy, 'Her Second Husbafnd.1
T/he .performance went with a swing from start %o flinish,
being free from long waits and prompting, usually thecase in atwateur performances. The members are to
be oon,g,rajtlulated for the way in whitfh they carried outtheir partis. The following; took part iD tjhe perform-
ance :— Misses Crowley, A. Patterson, Kent, and Cos-tello, Messrs. Sims, Reid, Co'stello, and HAckey.

Qn Christmas Day there were IVLas.ses at 7 and 9o'clock, 'alnjd at 11 o'clock a Missa Ga,ntata was cele-
briated by ttie Rev. Father O'C'orinor. The ohioir ren-dered Farmer's Mass in B flat,, the soloists beting Misses
K<?nt and Sims, Mrs. J. T. Qiumn, amd Messrs. O'Sheaand Qol'dsWone The churclh was tastefully decorated,the work of the Sisters of St. Joseph.

Thursday, December 29, 1904 NEW ZEALAND TABLET

Commercial
(For week eriding December 28, 190-1. )
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