
Among the Pope's treasures (says an exchange) is
an egig w[hich he received fr-om an English lady one
Easteir. The shell is ma<de of ijvory, its lining is of
white satin, and the yolk is a golden case containinga
large ruby set in diamonds ; the whole is worth up-
wards of £2000.

T;he IlMn. A. Wilmot, late Postmaster-General of
Caipe Colopy and a memiher of the Legislative CcHuncil,
C)d|pti Town, has been appointed a Camcriore "di C'appa
di S|?ada tio 'his Holiness. Mr. Wilmot has long taken
a deep interest in Catholic affairs, and the Rigjit Rev.
Dr. McSherry, Bishop of Jusitmianopolis, and Vioar-
ApoetlolLc of the Eastern District of the Cape of G|oiod
Hjope in hivS- religious work has had amongst t|he laity
■no miore qnergetic or more influential sUppprter thap the
new, Papal Chiamberlain.

Mrs. Humphrey Ward, novelist, is a colonial, She
was born a>t Hobart, Tasmania, June 11, 1,851. It was
at Oxford, with which her husband was associate^, tihat
Mrs. Wand began her literary work. Her earliest origi-
nal work was fri the form of critical articles contribu-ted to

'
Mlacmillan's Maigaz.ine

'
and to the '

PallMall '
when under Mr. Miorley's control. Of all her numerous
hooks none has attained such popularity as

'
RobertEls-more,' isslued in 1888. Over half a million copies ha,ve

been sold in America alone.
It is over half a century since Florence Nightingale

"and 'her band of nurses sailed iroin London for tihe Cri-mea. Sifice than her name has been a synonym for
wiomainly tenderness and fdevotion to the relief of the
soldiers' sufferings. The present generation khows
little of the horrors endured by the British soldiers in
the Crimean campaign. Blundering incompetence has
rarely inflicted greater suffering on its iheJpless victims.
T hings were -at their worst when Florence Nightingale:
wont out to organise the work of nursing the British
sick ajnd wiounileti. She did it thoroughly, and witfh a
completeness that used up all her energy and stTemgth,
for si/nee her return to England over forty years ag,o

has lived practically the life of an invalid.Hero wias a gpod s'toy of Gladstone, who was fotnid of
loitering around the second-hand hook-s6i'<?.p windows,
and fingering the voliumes Which were thus displayed. If
he ipkßed 'up a book tihat interested him, he frequently
became qiui/te oblivious to his surroundings. On one of
these occasions a loafer, who ntust have aarefully stu-
died Mr. Gladstone's habits, whislpered Quietly :'HUlf acr.own, please, sir.' Without raising his eyas; from the
hook, Mr. Gladstone put his hand into his pocket and
handed over tihe half-crown. A few minutes late"r he
was going off witti his prize, when the bookseller, whoknew him wellby sight, stopjpqd him with ttfie demandfor tfne s<hilli.nfc, tihe price of t*he boo/k. 'ButIhaive al-
ready given ypu half a crown,' said Mr. Gladstone,.mdexplanations followed.

■ Sir Francis William Brady, Bart, i« to be addejd tothe somewitiat long list of public men who 'have survival
tflieir owta obituaries. When Sir T. Francis Brady, who
spon't a generation as Inspector ot Irish Fisheries, died
lecently quite a number of provincial newspapers fell
into the errlor of confusing him with the other Sir
Francis. '1he surviving Sir Francis is that somewhat
uittsfinal combination, a K.C., a musician, and a poet.
Hibsi was tjhe special version of

'
Come back to Eri,n '

which was written for the departure of the King and
Queen from Ireland. Called to the Bar some eiglit-and-
fifty years ago, he took silk in 1860. He is a Colmty
Gaurt Ja'dge and chairman of Quarter Sessions for Ty-
rone, and at two mdnths over eiglity still practisesat
the Bar

T:he last week in October aaw the completion of the
greatest engineering work ever attempted or accomplish-
ed iln the way of nailroad tunnelline:- Tn the opening
of the New Y<or*k subway for paibli'c service the triumph
of (human skill ana energy over the most formidableob-
stiacles, natural and artificial, thathave ever been faeeld,
is signally denronstirated. The tunnel, or tunnels, be-
gf. .n in March, 1000, extend a length of twenty-two
mile*?'. Tio1 fnii the boring completed and the etatire
lime equipped fbr perfect railway service in so short a
perijoid as tour years and a half is a fact to fill the
mind with wodider and admiration. This new wonderol tjhe world is, moreover, nrore wonderful still ita thefact that it is the work of one man—

ojie master mind
directing tfie minds and hands of many. An humbleIrishman, one of the peasant class, who had neverhad
the advamtlage of a scientific training, is the master of
fihis great tunnel. His was the brain to cdrice?ve it
and w/ork out the problem of its oohstTMctioh to the
lajst detail. This man's name— Macrionald—w ill go
dowm to history as one fit to rank with the1 greatest
of the world's emgkieers.

During the
' speech day ' -pdaceflHings at St. Stanis-

laus' Qollege, BatHurst, his Lordship Bishop DUnne,
ha/vflng ooroplimelnted the college on its progress, pre-
mised to be responsible for £1000 towards the comple-
tion of tihe institution.

KEW ZEALAND frAßlflf Thursday,December 2f1,*1f104

People We Hear AboutIrish Lace
The

'
Art Workers' Quarterly

'
for October contains

a,Ti article by Mr. M. Jcurdain O'li design in rmodern
neetdlepoint laces tAiat should be carefully stiujdied in
Irish lace cqnttres, notably at Kenmare, Youghal, and
New Ross. Mr. Jourdain illustrates his observations
with beafj-tiffilly finished drawings in fiull size specimens
of Iri»eh lace in raised and flat neeJdloppitit, point de
France, and otiier laces of the nineteentn centfury, and
his dotailcld critical notes on the de-signs apid on the
measure lof technical skill exhibited in worki/ng them will
prove of valUe, even if one be not disposed to agree
with him- iln everything. His conclusion seems to be
tihat Irish designers show a ten-dency to realistic imita-
tion, they Uhey repnodiuce materialistic forms witlio'it
any attempt at conventionalising them, that tlhere is'

a tendency to strive for ready effect to sacrifice tfhe
miinjutencys and finish of handwork, " the ornament upon
ornament

"
of the olid Italian rose points which gives

t|he qjuality of preciomsness to lace.' The workmanship
of Qo'Jivent-m.a'de lace in Ireland he finds technicallyex-
celldnt, but the 'designs are not always the most skil-
fully QontriivcH.

'
The dangers of Irish lace,' he adds,' a,re two :tihe applying of fine threads to the interprc-

tatnon of badly designed and ill-grou/ped fiorms on tfiie
ojie hand, and on the other hand of adopting a si:yle of
oifnameint w<hu(h depends upon largeness of Retail and
massI'veness in grouping, and is therefore unsiuited to
lace at the present day.' On the other hand, Mr. Alan
Qole, of South Kensington, recognised as one of the
highest afathoiMieis on lace in the Three Kingdoms, dis-
agrees witlh Mr. Jourdain's criticisms of these designs,
wihicih he describes as '

artistic and beajutiful,' praises
ooie of the specimens for its

'
artistic completeness ' and

1tihe bc&Mty of its curves and the great ivanety of
leases and flowers,' as well as its

'
sduHul and delicate

workmanship.' Mr. Jourdain himself admits that tihe
Irigfh lace iz Superior in design to many aldmired spepi-
me;ns of French,laces.
The Education Question

Ne\er £or a moment (writes a Dublin correspondent)
have the Arcthbislho>ps and Bishops of Ireland allowed
the great ed)UGational injustice from which their flocks
aiuffer at t}he hands of the British Government tp he
forgotten by the public. In and o,ut of season the>r

■have insisted upon the absolute riglit of Irish Catiholirs
lo perfect equality with Iris*h Protestants in education-
al matters. " In pursluance of tnis policy toe reyol'utilons
adopted b,y the Irish hierarchy at their October mcbtilnj;
in Maymdolh, which ha^e already been published,
have bean read from cveiy altar throughout the cdilitry.
Tlho result of their continual insistence is that tHie jus-
tice of the Catholic demandis now freely admitted by
e\ery hbe/ml-minded and impartial person. An iksig.ni-
fnqant numjbor of bigots bar the way to redress They
consfst of a few Orange fanatk-s and the Trinity Col-
lege monopolists who have so long thmen oin the fat
of ttho land, tio the exclusion of the great majority of
the Ipejople. Lord Rossmore, late Grand Master of the
Orajnge fraternity, has recently given tihe public his
views of these gentlemen, derived from a long and inti-
mate Knowledge of their doings. Insignificant as they
are numerically, they have, ably assisiad by the bigots
of Trinity, frightened the Prime Minister and his sup-
porters in the Oabinet into perpetuating tihe injustice
wjhich they have publicly proclaimed exists to the great
detriment of Catholic irishmen. History shows plain-
ly t)hat these fanatics can never be placated or brought
to 'a sense of justice where Oatholics are concerned. The
first resolution adopted by the Bishops declares^ that' the rents drawn by Tiinity College out of land in al-
most every part of Ireland, which as the outcome of
confisoation have been reserved during three hiintired
years as a pri/e for a State-favored minority, are of
right the inheritance of the nation at Large, and should
be devotod, however late in the day, to provide In an
effective manner, as far as they can go, for the wants
of all the people of Ireland in the domayn of higher
education.' To iise a homely rtfirase, this 'hits the nail
on tihe head' So long as the monqpolists are permit-
tod to retain their ill-gotten gains in peace, and no
linger, tihe great majority of Irishmen will he 'detnicid
fair (play. When it became known that Trinity College
was excluded from the n'urview of the late Rjoyal Com-
mission many regarded the whole business as a siham,
and timelilas proved tihat they were right.
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