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Irish Lace

The ¢ Art Workers' Quarterly ' for October contains
an article by Mr. M. Jourdain on design in mpodern
needlepoint laces that should he carefully studied in
lrish lace cemtres, notably at Kenmare, Youghal, and
New Ross. Mr. Jourdawn illustrates his observations
wilh beamtiimily finished dmawings in full size specimens
of Irish lace in raised and flat neddlappint, point de
France, and otier laces of the nineteealn centhiry, and
his detailgd  critical notes on the dexigns apd op the
measure oi techolcal skill exhibited in working them will
prove of svalae, even if onec be not disposed to  agree
with huwo.in everything. His conclusion seems to be
that Irish designers show a lendenrey to realistic imita-
twon, they they repnoduce materialistic forms withont
any attempt at conventionahising them, that there is
‘ a itendency to strive for ready eflect to sacrifice the
minuteness and fimsh of handwork, ' the ornament upon
ornament * of the ol Italian rose points which givey
the guality of preciousness to lace.’ The workmanship
of gonvent-marie lace in Ireland he finds techmically ex-
cellegnt, but vhe ‘designs are not always the most skil-
fully contriwerd. * The dangers of Irish lace,' he adds,
‘are two : the applying of fine threads to the interhre-
iation of badly designed and ill-groyped forms op the
one hand, and on ihe other hand of adopting a siyle of
omament  which depends upon largeness of gdetail and
massiveness in groupimng, and is therefore unsuited to
lace at the present dav.” Omn the other hand, Mr. Alan
Cole, of Sputh Kensington, recognised as one of the
highest amthomties on lace in the Three Kingdoms, dis-
agrees with Mr. Jourdain’s eriticisms of these designs,
which be deseribes as ‘ arfistic and beautifut,” praises
one of the speumens for its * artistic completeness * and
*the beoality of 1ls  curves amd the great wanety of
leaves and fowers,” as well as its ¢ skiltul and delicate
workmanship.” Mr. Jourdain himself admits that the
Irigh lace iz guperior in design to many admired spepi-
means of Frendh laces.

The Education Question

Never for a moment (writes a Dublin correspondent)
have the Archbishops and Bishops of Ireland allowed
the great educational injustice from which their frocks
gufier at the hands of the Brilish Government 1o be
forgotten by the public. In and out of scason they
have knsisted upon the absolute right of Irish Catholirs
1o perfect ogvalily with Jrish Protestants in cducalion-
al matiers. * In purseance of tnis policy tae resoiulrons
adopted by the Irish lerarchy at their October mceting
in Maynoolh, which have already been  published,
have bean read from cveiry altar throughout the country.
The result of their continual insistence 15 that the jus-
iice of the Calhohic demand is now freely admitted by
erery Diberal-nninded and mmpartial personm.  An msigni-
fiqant number of higots bar the way to redress They
consist of a few Orange fanaties and the Trimty Usl-
lege mionopolists who have so leng thrinem on the fal
of Uhe land, fio the exclusion of the great majerity of
ihe [poople.  Lord Rossmore, late Grand Master of the
Orange fralernity, has recently given the public  his
views of these gentiemen, derived {rom a long and imti-
mate hnowledge of their doings.  Insignificant as they
are numerically, they have, ably assistad by the higols
of Trmily, [rightened the Prime Minister and his sup-
porters in the Cabinet 1nto perpefuating the inmstice
which they have publiely proclaimed existe to the great
detriment of Catholic Inshmen. History shows plain-
1y that these fanatics can never he placated or brought
to a sense of juslice where (Uabholics are concerned. The
first  rosolution addpted by the ilizhops declares thut
¢ the rents drawn by Tiimity College out of {and in al-
miost every part of Ireland, which as the outcome of
cotfiscatioh have been reserved during three humdred
vears as a prize for a State-favored minorily, are of
right the inheritance of the mation at large, and should
be davoted, however Tale 1n ihe day, to provide In an
effective manner. as far as they can go, for the wants
of all the people of Ireland in the domain of Thigher
education.” To use a homelv phrase, this * hits the nail
on fhe he=d.” So long as 1he mongpolists are permit-
ted to rebain therr ill-gotten pains in peace, and no
langer, Hhe great majority of Tridhmen will bhe ‘demicd
fair play. When it became known ihat Trikity College
was excluded from the purview of the late Roval Com-
mission many regarded {he whole business as a sham,
angd time hias proved that they were right.

During the * speedh day ’ proceddings at St. Stanis-
lang’  Qollege, Bathurst, his Lordship Bishop Dunne,
having complimented the college on its progress, pror
mised to he responsible for £1000 towards the comple-
tion of 1he institution.

People ‘We Hear About
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Among the Pope's treasures (szys an exchange) is
an egg which  he reccived from an English lady one
Yaster. ‘Dhe shell is made of ivory, its lining is  of
white satin, and the volk is a golden case containing a
large ruby set in diamonds ; +the whole is worth up-
wanls of £2000.

The Ilon. A. Wilmot, late Postmaster-General of
Cape Celony and a memiper of the Legislative Council,
Cape Towl, has been appointed a Cameriere di Cappa
di Spads o his Holiness, Mr. Wilmot has lomg taken
a degp interest in Catholic affairs, and the Righl Rewv.
Dr. McShkerry, Bishop of Justinianopolis, and Vicar-
Apostiolic of the Eastern District of the Cape of Glond
IHope in his religicus work has had amongst the laity
no more gnergelic or more influential supporter than the
new Papal Chamberlain,

Mrs. Humphrey Wamd, novelist, is a colonial, She
was born at Hobart, Tasmanija, June 11, 1851. 1t was
abt Oxford, with which her husband was associateyd, that
Mrs. Wand bogan her literary work. Her earliest origi-
nal work was Pn the form of critical articles contrib-
ted to ' Macmillan's Magazine ' ard 1o the ¢ Pall Mall '
when upder Mr. Morley's control.  Of all her humerous
books none has attained such popularity as * Robert Els-
mere,” jsshied in 1888, Over half a million copies have
been sold in America alone.

It is over hall a century since Flotence Nightimgale
and ther band of nurses sailed from London for the Cri-
mex. Siece than her name has been a synonym  for
womanly tenderness and devotian fic the relief of the
soldiers”  sufferrngs. The present generation khows
little of the korrors endured by the British soldiers in
the Ckimean campalgn. Blupdering incompetence has
rarely inflicted greater suffering on its helpless victims.
Things were at their worst when Florence Nightingale
woant out to organise the work of nursing the British
sick and wouniled. She did it thoroughly, amd with a
romipleteness thal used up all her energy and strength,
Ior simce her return to England over foriy years ago
she has lived practically the life of an invalid.

Ilere was a gpod stoy of Gladstone, whe was fond of
loiteriny around the second-hand hook-sbiop winfows,
and finzerdng the volumes which were thus displayed. If
he picked up a book ithat interestod him, he frequentiy
becanie guite obliviews to his surroundings. On ome ol
these occasions a loafer, who mwust have carefully stu-
died Mr. Glaidstone's habits, whispered quietly : < Hulf a
crown, please, sir.” Wilhont raising his eyoeg from the
book, Mr, Gladsione put his hand into his pocket and
handed over the half-crown. A few minutes latdr he
was going off with his prize, when the bookseller, who
knew hun well by sight, stowpad him with the demand
for ane smlling, the price of the hook. * But I have al-
roady given yeou hall a crown,” said Mr. Gladstone, and
cxplanalions followed.

-51ir Francis William Brady, Bart, is to be added t0
the somewhat long list of public men who bave survived
thewr own obituarics. When Sir T. Francis Brady, who
spait a generation as Tnspector of Irish rrsheries, died
tecently quile a number of provincial newspapers fell
inta the error of conbusing him with the other Sir
Francig. ‘1he surviving Sir Franeis is that somewhat
uguswal combination, a K.('., a musician, and a poet.
Hig was the special  version of ‘ Uome back to Krin’
which was written for the departure of the hing and
Gueen from lreland. Called to the Bar some eight-and-
fifty years ago, he teok silk in 1860. e is a Copunty
Qourt Judge and chairman of Quarter Sessibns for Ty-
rane, and at two months over eighty still practises at
the Bar

The last week in Octolier saw the complelion of the
preatest engineering work ever attempted or accomplish-
ed #n the way of natlroad tupnelling. In ihe opening
of the New Ywork subway for public service the triumph
of human skill ana encray over the most formidable nb-
stacles, natural and artificial, that have ever heen faced,
i+ signally demonstrated. The tunnel, or tunnels, bhe-
gon in March, 1900, extend g length of twenty-two
miles. Mo Fnd the horing completed and ihe  entire
line equinped for perfect railway service in so short a
perijod as four vears and a half is a fact 1o fill the
mini with womnder and admiration. This new wonder
ol the world i=, moreover, mrore wonderful still im the
fact that it is the work of ome man—ope master mind
direciing the minds and hands of many. An humble
Irishman, one of the peasant class, who had never had
the advantiage of a scientific training, is the master of
tihis great tunpel. T{is was the brain to concetve it
and worl out the problem of its constrpetion to  {he
Igst detai!. This man’s name~—Mardonald—will go
down to histiory as one fit to rank with the greatest
of the world's engimeers.
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