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(From our own correspondent.)
December 26

A bazaar in aid of the local Catholic .presbyterylurid was opened at Lyttelton on Christmas Eve by MrGeorge La)ureason, M.H.R. It is to remain open for aweek.
Much tio the sorrow of the congregation his Dord-sJhip the Bisiholp, owing to indisposition which all trustis onl;- temiporiary, was unable to take part in tihe cere-n)ionies; of Christmas Day in tjhe Pro-Cathedral.The Sisters of the Mission corr^pleted their annualretreat last week, wjhich was conducted by the Ray

Father O'Donnell, C.SS.R. The Sisters of Mercy go
into retreat this week, which is to be conductedby theRev. Father Pidgecn, C.SS.R.

The Marist Brothers in the Colony have arranged
for separate retreats this year. Those of the Northl-slamd are to assemble as usual at the Sacred HeartCollege, Auckland, and those of the South Island atChristchurjch.

Christmas Day was the anniversary of the bleesilngand solemn qpqming of the Pro-Cathedral by the lateBis'hjqp Viard, S.M. The actiu^l date was ChristmasDay, iSfi4, bXit during the 40 years sfnee t»ben many
-ditic<ns and improvements have been effected on the ori-
ginal tiuJlding. The church secretary (Mr. E. O'Connor)
has been at his post all these years, and on Sjunday he
remarked in terms akin to sorrow that it would be tihelast great festival observed witßiin those walls.

At t)he Pro-Oatiheidral on Christmas Day Masseswere celebrated every half-ihaur until halfipast mine.There was Solemn High Mass at 11 o'clook, the Ray.
Fatlher O'Cosunell being celebrant, the Very Rev. FattierLe Menant des C'hesnais deacon, and Rev. Fatlher Mtihony
subdea^.on. The "\ cry Rev. Vicaf-G-eneral briefly ad-
<dre«iseld the cWngiragati-dn on the day's festival. Theni/usiic was Binchnell's Mass, the leading parts beingtakqn by Mias F. (Gardner, Mrs. Costello, Messrs. A.
Medhur.st and J. R. Hlaywar"d. Miss Katie Young wasat the origan. Mr. E. J. Painter led an orchestra and
Mr. H. Rossitdr condjueted. At the offertory Navello's'

Adeste Fildeles 'was su'ng-. Tihe nave, uanctuary, high
and sude altars were tastefully decorated under ttie
siupervisictn of the bacristan, Mr.' F. Geagheghan, with
the 'assistance of several willing workeis. Miss White,
with her usual kindness, furnished many beaiutiful (palms,
\v)hiah very miaJterially eiihanctfd the gflnecal effect. At
Vesi^ers tihe Rev. Father Pklgeon, C.SS.R., 'preached.

T)he soleraai opening of >tHie new Cathedral is defi-
tely fixed fior Sunday, P'ehruary 12. The artier of cere-
monies is as Hollow :— Sunday, at 11 am., siolenwi bles-
sing antd dedication by his Grace the ArohbialiopofMel-bourne, aissiste/d by prelates from Australia and New
Zealand. Pontifical High Mass will be sung by one of
the visiting prelates, and spcicial music will be renderedby a ooni'bi'nQd choir. The dedication sermon will be
preached by him (Jrace the Coadjutor-Ardhbishdp of
Sydney. In tihe c/ening there will be Pontifical "Vesjpers
aild a sermon by his Grace the Arohbishorp of Melbctupne.
On Mnlndaiy aiid Tuesday there will be M-asises from 6 to8, Pantifiqal ILiglh M,a&-s at 9 o'clock, and in the evem-
i'nigs a sermon by one of tfhe visiting prelates. On
Wednesday mior'nme; Masses 6 to 8, Pontifical High Mass
at 9 o'clocsk, and sermon by one of the visiting (pre-
lates. On Tihurs-day evening there will be a adriversta.-
yitone by the Hiber'niam Society of Chris4church, assisted
W diocesajn b^anrthes, inho'noT of the preLatesand clergy.
Travelling arrangements at reducedrates have been made
so asi to eaiable visitors to attend the ceremonies.

DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND

(From our own correspondent.)

December 24
His Gvia.ce A'irchbisfli'crp Redwood will leaive NlaplQ9 in

February by the 'Orontes,' and is especteid in Sydneyab,out the seaand week in March.
Miss Teresa Fitzgibfoon, who was injured an Tues-

day by the explosion of a cartridge that had somehowfaunid its w>ay amongst the coal, is .progressing siplan-
dhdly. No serious ccmseq'uenoes are expected.

On Thursday evening t/he Marist Brothers at theBouliqott sitrctet soho/ol were Entertained by the memlbers
of tjhe local Catholic Club. The chaJr was ocdupiieid by
the Rev. Father Kimbell, who was surypoited on his
right by Brother Pa,ul and Rev. Fathers Holley and
Moloney. and on his left by Messrs. MartinK'Cttneidy an,d
Devlne. The following toasts were duly .honored :' The
Piqpe and King,' proposed 'by the chairman; '

TheClergy,' proposed by Mr. F. McDonald amd responded to
by Rev. Father Holley ; " T,he Old School,' by Mr.
Casey, and replied to by Brother Paul ; 'Catholic Edu-cation,' by Mr. J. J. Devine, replied to by Mr. Martin
Kqrfnady ; ' The Catholic Club ' by Brother Paail, and
refpheid to by Mr. J. MeGowan; '

The Federation,' by
Mr. Jphn Call'aglia-n, replied to by Mr. E. FiUgibbon";'

The Chairman,' by Mr. McKeowon. Songs were con-tributed by Rev. Father Moltoney, Mesters. Miller,Gamfflle, ll>ealy, Lawless, arid 'L. Dwalti, a \i|olin 3010 by
Mr. M. GWeson, and a flute solo by Mr. McDlonaM. Rev.
Father Kirnbell played the aocomtpamiments A very
e,nj,oyable evening was broughjt to a chose by dheers forthe B.jothqrs, the vtoe-presidejnts, and tihe rov. chairman.
Mr. Define, in proposing the to'aist of

'
Oatfhlohc Educa-tion,' briefly sketched the history of Catholic educationin Wellington, lie had witnessed its hirtjh, and he had

watcjhed its growth. The fEarners of the EducationAct had ih|opeld to cmish Catholicity by divorcing reli-gioin fcom education. Those who llonday were f^undforemost In tihe agitation for Bible-reading i(n sfh'ools
were of tihe same belief and ■persuasion as those who
first desired secular education. TJie s<par«eness of their
cc<n|g|ragatiions arid the general falling off in the miorals
of Uhe pe'crtple as a consequence of the new edwuati'on
ha|d taught them the folly of tjheir actions. Ohr ciaurse
in this matter, in which we httd followed the lead and
advice of our clergy, had been amply justified. The
m/asses of our people marde sacrifices to provide pri-
mary] schools, they made sacrifices to iprpo/ide secondaryschools-,, atfild who wquld doubt that perhaps a Catholic
university wjould be established i,n U\e futjure. Theolder people had done their duty. They ha/d platiteri
the standard. It was the woi'k of the yoy^ig me»i pre-
sent tlhat night to keep tftoait flag flying.

Mr. Martin Kennedy, in reply, expressed the great
pleasure it g,g4ve him to be presdnt that evening with
sucih con^aniMnable ypune; men. He had listened with
pleasure tjo the many interesting s,peeqhes giiveai by the
yioiUng mem. He took the opportunity to tell them of
the state lof things in a land in which most of -them
were interested. Dmring his recent visit to Irela^ji he
foum'd that a 'great improvement in the camditian of the
people had been effected. A s-rrtall measure of Local
government had been secured, anrf the present prospects
of securing a larger measfure were very bright. He
fio.unid that the 2eal of the pcqplie in the miatterof tiheirreligiion was as grea# as ever. There was no falili'nlg (off
in tihLs respect. Wherever he went in Emgliarid or in
Irelaind he iaund that the OatAolic faith was as strong
and as victorious as ever. The CatHolics were very de-
termine.d an the education queßitio,n. They hiad dlone
mlich and were prepared to do more. He was 'deeply
interested in the young men movement, amd promised
that IT he bad been at all remiss in the past he would

(From ouc town correspondent.)
Decemher 22.

Resv. Father Rogers, of Sydney, is at present pn a
viisit here.

Rev. F)athers Grate and Bridge left fior Sydney by
the ' Ocea,nic ' last Tuesday,

Tihe interior of St. Patrick's has, .during the Last
week, been thoroughly renovated.

Tihe anniual distribution of 'prizes and entertainments
in connection with our schools have taken place within
tihe l^st fortnight. The latter 'exhibited the latent tal-
ents of otuJr boys and girls to a degnee tjhat cairnot be
otherwise than highly satisfactory tio all concerned.

An innovation Will tfhiF> year be given a trial by the
St. Patrick's Day celebration committee. Anwng all

Thursday,December 29, 1904. NEW ZEALAND TABLET
be mpje interested i<n fhis resCpect for the future Hetihiaroked them all for the hearing t/hey gaive him ajidagiaih ex*pj;essed his pleasure tjo be with them

DIOCESE OF CHRISTCHURCH

am offertory piece the '
Ades'te Fideles ' was renderedtihe solfo iflarts being taken by Misses Pounds an,d Dr'nmmand Messrs. Smith and McG.rath. Mr. A. Vallis pre-

sided at tfhe organ and Mr. Feil conducted. The organ-
ist played as an outgoing voluntary '

Offertoire yurdgux Noels.' The decorations were in excellent taste
and effective, artd wore cdnftned principally to t*he highaltar, over which were the wior'ds, 'Gloria in ExceLsisI>eo.' To tihe right of the main entrance was tihe crib.
After Mass the choir we*re entertained by his Ltoxdsniptihe Bishop, wWo complimented them on the manner inwihkih tihe music was rendered,, and an the progress made
by them duimg tlie ytfar. Im the evening ilieie was avery large congregation,when tflie Rev. Father Claft'ey,S.J., proachad an the Nativity.
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Fresh as the Shamrock the Sons TTf:\'V]rT\ AT IT A I^TTZ" A HHU1 A Look for name on every
Erin are great consumers of Jm^L*A' iJ/Vl.l I\.£\. Ir>^*^ genuine Box. & Packet


