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an offertory piece the ' Adeste Fideles ' was rendered,
the sojo Harts being taken by Misses Pounds and Drumm
and Mesegs, Smith and McGrath. Mr. A. Vallis pre-
sidad at the organ and Mr. Feil conducted. The organ-
ist played as ‘au outizoing voluntary ¢ Offertoire sur
daux Noels.” The devorations were 'in excellent tasle
and efllective, and were conflned principally to the hizh
aitar, over which were the words, ' Gloria in Excelsis
Dweo.” To the right of the main entramce was the crib.
After Mass the choir were entertained by his Lordsnip
the Bishop, wHo complimented them on the manner in
which the mustc was rendered, and on the progress made
by them duting the yéar. fn Lhe ovening thele was a
very large comgregation, when the Rev, Faiher Claffey,
5.J., preachdd on the Nativity.
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{(From our own correspondent.)

December 24,

His Griace Archbisliop Redwood will leave Naplas in
Febmiary by the * Orontes,’ and is especled in Sy dney
ahbout the second week in March,

Miss Teresa Fitzgibbon, who was injured an  Thes-
day by the explosion of a cartridge that had somehow
found its way amongst the coal, is .progressing splen-
dikdly. No serious consequences are expected,

On Thursday evening the Marist Brothers at  the
Bouligott street school were entertained by the members
of fhe local Catholic Club. The chabr was ocdupidd by
the Rev. Father Kimbell, who was suppoaited on his
Tight by Brother Paul and Rev. Fathers Holley and
Moloney. and on his left hy Messrs. Martin Kennedy and
Davine. ‘the following toasts were duly honored : ¥ The
Pgpe and King,” pnopovéd by the chairman; * The
UClergy,’ proposed by Mr. F. McDonald and responddd to
by Rev. Father Holley; * The Ol School,” by Mr.
Casey, and replied to by Brother Paul ; ¢ Cathiolic Fdu-
calion,” by Mr. .J. J. Davine, replied 10 by Mr. Martin
Kemnedy ; ‘ The Cathotic Club’ by Brother Paul, and
replied Lo by Mr. J. McGowan ; ' The Federaticn,’ by
Mr. Jphn Callaghan, replied tio by Mr. ¥, Fitagibbon
* The Chairman,” by Mr. McKeowon, Songs were con-
tributed by Rev. Father Moloney, Megsrs. Miller,
Gamffle, Healy, Lawless, and ‘L. Dwan, a sdolin gofo by
Mr. M. Gldeson, and a flute solo by Mr. McDonald. Rev.
Father Kimbell played the aoccompamiments A very
gujoyable avenkng was brought to a close by cheers for
the B.fothars, the vice-presidents, and the rov. chairman.
Mr. Devine, in proposing the toast of * Gatholie Rduca-
tion,” briefly gheichdd the history of Catholic eduoation
in Welliugten. Tle had witnessed its birgh, amd he had
watdhed 1ts  growth. The framers of the Fiducation
Act had hopdd to cnush Catlfolicity by divorcing reli-
gion fpom education, Those who todday were fiqund
foremost in the agitation for Bible-reading in schools
were of fhe same belief and persuasion as those who
first desired secular aducation. ‘The spatseness of their
cqnprogations and the seneral falling off in the mworals
ol the people as a conseguence of the new eduaation
had taught them the foily of fheir actions. Cur caurse
in this matter, in which we hiad followed the lead and
advice of our clergy, had beon amply justified. The
mhasses of our people mafde sacrifices to provide pri-
mary schgols, they made sacrifices to prpwide secondary
sdhdols, ahid who wauld douht that perhaps a Catholic
universily  wiould be establishad in the futhire. The
older people had done their duty. They had planted
the stapdard. It was the work of the young men pre-
sont §hat night to keep that flag fiying.

Mr. Martin Kennedy, in reply, expressed the great
pleaglure it gave him to be present that evening with
sugh conyp@aniomable youne men. He had listened with
pleasure to the manry interesting speeghes gikven by the
young men. He took the opportamity to tell them of
the state of thiogs in a land in which mosi of them
were jmterested. During his recent wisit to Ireland he
founid that a great improvement in the candition of the
paople had heen eflocted. A smvall measure of  lotal
government had been secured, and the present prospects
of seguring a larper measure were very bright. He
flound that the zeal of the peaple in  the matter of heir
religion was as grea# as ever. There was no falling pf
in this reepect. Wherever he went in England or in
Ireland he found that the Catholic faith was as strong
amd as vichordous as ever. The CatHolics were very de-
termined an the education question. They had ‘done
myuch and were prepared to do more. He was ‘deelply
interested in the young men mwovement, and promised
that T he had heen at all remiss in the past he would

be mpre interested in this respect for the future. Fe
thanked them all for the hearing they gawe him and
agam cxpressed his pleasure #o0 he with ihem,

DIOCESE OF CHRISTCHURCH

(From our own correspondent.)

December 26.

A bazaar in aid of the local Calholic presbytery
furd was opened at Lyttelton on Christmas ve by Mr.
George Lamrvenson, MH.R. It is to remain open for a
weak.

Much fio the sorvow of ihe congrepation lis Liord-
ship the Bishop, owing to indisposition which ali brusl
is orly temponary, was unable to take part in the cere-
maniey of Christmas Day in the Ppo-Cathodral.

The Sisters of the Mission completed their amnual
retreat last week, which was conducted by the Ray.
IFathar O'Donnell, C.SS.R. 'Mhe Sisters of Mercy go
into retreat this week, which is to be conducted by the
Rev. Fathér Pidgean, C.SS.R.

The Marist Brothers in the Colony have arramged
for separale retreats this pear. Those of the North
Islawd are to asvemble as usual at the Sacred Ieart
Oollege, Muckiand, and those of the South Island at
Christehuzeh.

Christmas Day was the anmiversary of {he hlessing
and solensn gpening of the Pro-Cathedral by the lale
Bishaqp Viard, S.M. The actual qate was Christmas
Day, k864, but during the 40 years since then many ad-
«ditidns and improvements have been effected om the ori-
ginal huilding, The church secretary (Mr, E. O’ Conmor)
has becn at his post all these years, and an Spmday he
remarked #n terms akin to sorrow that it would be fihe
last great fest#val observed within those walls.

At the Pro-Cathedral on Christmas Day Masses
were celebrated every half-hour until haliqpast nine.
There was Solemn High Mass at 11 o’clook, the Rev.
Father O’Connell being celebramt, the Very Rev. Father
Le Menant des Chesnais deacon, and Rov, Fatiher Mahony
subdearon.  The Very Rev. Vicar-General briefly ad-
dressad  the conpregalicn on the day’s festwval. = The
music was Binichmell’'s Mass, the leading parts being
takan by Miss I'. (pardrer, Mrs. Costello, Messrs. A,
Medhurst and J. R, Hayward. Miss Katie Young was
at the aongan. Mr. . J. Painter led an orchestra and
Mr. H. Rossitar conducted. At the offertiory Navello’s
* Adeste Fideles ' was sung.  The nave, sanctuary, high
amd syde altars  were tlaslefully decorated under the
supervision of the sacristan, Mr. F. Geagheghan, with
the assistante of several willing workers. Miss White,
with her usual kindness, furnmshed many begutiful palms,
whigh very mgteriaily enthanced the general effect. At
Vegrers the Rev, Father Pidgeon, C.88.R., preaghed.

The solemn opening of the new Cathedral is  defi-
tely Gxed for Sunday, February 12, The arder of cere-
montes is as follow :—Sunday, at 11 a m., solemn bles-
smg anmd dedication by his Grace Uhe Archbishop of Mel-
homipne, assisted by prelates from Awustralia and New
Zealand. Pontifical Tligh Mass will be sung by one of
the visiting prelates, and spoeial nwusic will be rendered
by a gombingd choir. The dedication sermon will be
preached by diis (race the Coadjutor-Ardbbishap of
Sydney.  In the evening there will be Pontifical Vespers
and a sermon by his Grace the Archbishap of Melbauyrne.
On Manday andd Tueydav there will be Masses from 6 to
& Pontifigal Ihigh Mass at % o'clock, and in the even-
ings a sermon bv one of the visiting prelates. On
Werdnesday morning Masses 6 to 8, Poniifical High Mass
at 9 o'clock, and sermon by cane of the vigiting pre-
lates. On Thureday evenbng there will be a aanversa-
vione by the Hibernian Society of Chrisdichurch, assisted
by diocesan branohes, in honor of the prelates and clergy.
Travelling arrangements at reduced rates have heen made
so as o enable visitors to attend the ceremionies,

DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND

(From our own correspondent.)
December 23.

Rev. Father Rogers, of Sydney, is at present on a
vigit here.

Rev. Fathers Grayve and Bridge left for Sydney by
the ' Oceanic ’ last Tuedday.

The interior of St. Patrick’s has, during the last
week, been thoroughly renovated.

Tihe annual distribution of prizes and entertainments
in connection with our schools have taken place within
the Yast fortmight. The latter exhibited the latent tal-
ents of our boys and girls to a degree that cannot be
otherwise than hiphly satisfactory tio all comcerned.

An innmovation will this vear be given a trial by the
8t. Patrigk’s Day celebration committee. Among all
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