
Toleration in Japan.
Emperor Mutstuhito began to reign over Japan in

the seiconri month of 186-8. He also broke ulp tihe old
feruWlal system, bdeame the country's effective ruler, an(d
witnessed and Encouraged the invasion of westexn ideas
which liftgd Japan in less than a generation to the
position iof a Great Power. In one respect, however,
Muts|uhito's rei?n had a bad beginning. His Govern-
ment's first act was to revive t\he olid-standing proscrip-
tion against the exercise of the Christian religfon
willhin the long and straggling bo\i|idarics of Japan.
Nor was tihe law allowed to be a dead letter. The re-
prestehtatives of the Westor-n Powers rcn^omstfated.
Mutsfjihito artd his counsellors experienced in time a
change of 'heart, and all restrictions on tihe practice of
Ghris'tianity were abolrshe'd in 1872. When J»p and
Rtuss begajn to hack arid hew each otiher early in the
presont year, there were many who feareJd that the
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feelmg against the Czar amd his Orthodox counsellorsand fighting men would overflow upon Christians ofother faiths resident in Japan and revive the days ofreligious persecution. But, says the
'

Catholic Times
'

experience has proved that the tolerance of tfce Jataan-esc has not abated, and it is not likely tb abate Inthe four dioceses into which t(he country is divided thereHas of late been a steady increase in the numiber ofGatihtohcs, which is now about 56,0G0. It is tUue theMhurrti is not nearly as string in Japan at present asit was in days prior to the great persecutions, whenthe number of Catholics amouinted to over 2,000,000 butthe pqosipects of rapid progress after the war arebrifthtOn March 17, 1865, when Father Petitjean was endeavor-
ing to revive the Faith in Japan, a very noteworthy&i-cident occurred to him. Three women approached himin his httle church and put three questions to him "'*' Ist. Waive you a Pope ? 2nd. Do yoju pray to theBlessed Virgin ? 3rd. Are yiou m&raied ?

"
Hayinganswered the questions and made further inquiries thepriest found that there were groups of Catholics scat-tordd though the qountry, who had hajnried down the*aNh from fatflier to son "during almpst three centuriesmutilating the doctrine to some extent, b».t preservingaubb-ta,nLw.Jly what had been the treasure ol tjieir mar-tyred amcestors. Pope Pius IX was so much moved bythis w;onderfiul event that he made toe 17th of Marchin Japan a s/olemn Feast, to be celebrated under thetitle of

"
The Finding of the Christians." '

An Inebriates' Home.
The stars ft*their courses seem to have fought

against the Inebriates' Home at Waitati. As an experi-mqnt, it was, perhaps, worth trying. Being tried itcerta.nly was well worth giving up. And this theCrwernmeat have resolved upon. < What do you considerthe besit Lme m my poem ? ' asted a budding twtoirer ofreluctant rhymes. "
The last,' was the critic's cruelreply Tlhe iast act is also the best in the history ofthe WaLtati inebriates' retreat.

DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN

wfcfcjc of Uhe prarifth prie&t of Saint Sebastian, wW6 tor- *
metly dirept<*i tihe "ex-journal" the "Opoix d« l'Eta-t

" '
General de la Begassiere, formerly a ttommantier-in-cliiief of artillery, now at Tunis, is am intimatefriend of the Bishop of Nancy.'Repprta wore e^en sfnt in by the Maslotoic s«ies re-ga,r)di'ng ithe newspapers read by feU'ow-offipers a,nd e<very

enaouragement was given by the Grand Orient anJd theWar Office for the play of personal jealo,usy ajn,d reli-
gious and political hate in the army

For two deadly hours M. de Villqncu\e lashed tihe
Grand Orient and the War Office with the body of re-
lantless oiiginal documents, co\eiing tiie past £0111years, which he held in his hands. M. Combes essayed
tocreate a diversion artd shieSd his oollc'a/fjiie. Itwas in
vain. After a long debate the Chamber of Deputies, by
232 to 278, voted a denunciation of the War Office
metjhods, if true as revealed by M. de Villeneiuve. A
clause censuring the espionage and informing was pas-
sed unanimously and by acclamation. A, motion ex-
pressing confidence in the Minister of War was squeezed
thrqugji by the narrow majority of four, which is prac-
tically a vote of censure on General Andre. Since then
events have been moving pretty rapidly. Three Parisian
papers have been publishing facsimiles of Freemascin-
War Office documents ; the authenticity of these docu-
ments and those read by M. de Villeneiuve axe declared
bhortougnly a-utlhentic ; Captain Mollm has resigned his
position at tfie War Office and retired from the army;
and a few days later a fire '

broke out
'

im General
Andre's office, and t,he '

Matin ' (an anti-clerical organ)
not unnaturally infers that ' the compromising dossiers
arvd registers containing the detectiive notes an gonerals,
colonels, amd others were be-mg burned.' The Grahd
Oriont has essayed a defence of its infamy. Brother
Vadecard has issued a summons against M. /de Ville-
neruve

'
for complicity in the theft of documents fromhis

office.' Vadecar'd's assistant secretary— tine ojily otjher
pers'Qn besides radceard wlio had ajcces,s to the Hoou-
mente—suddenly bolted wliem iftie tuoiuble axose. Mdc
Villene<u,ve roundly daclarea that he would compel Gen-
eral Andre to resigm, and that he 'has up his sleene
documents still more sensational than those read out
by him in the Chamber of Deputies.' And, sjure eWe/Ugh,
Anidire did resign ! He was jettisoned by Combes, who
(as & Lonld'dn contemporary remarks)

'
naUirally witdied

to reliove his Cabinet of the weight of wnpDplillarity
wh.Lc\h mtust accrue to it from tfhe rovelations which
hajd bee,n maide concerninc; the a,dministratilon of the
War Office.' The whole case /aut-Dreyfiuses the
DreySus oabe. But, strange to say, New Zealand
papers, which sounded the loud timbrel s.o noisily over
the Jewish oalptaJn and the Nancy nuns, are, tvhus far,
as silent as tjhe grave over the worst conspiracy, the
gravest public scandal that has tiakonplace in European
politics for rniore than a generation.

Notes

rUuih?lll^ MaSS was Celebra d̂ at Christmas in Bal-worXpers0'6 Wa§ a VCry large of deVout
The Very Rev. Father Brown, S.J com,nletert tihr»

'^Xv nir°7 th£ PaTiS'h Of Lawr
C«T Csf iStOn Monday he proceeded to Dkinedwi anddurmg the week sets out for H-ofcitiha. UUnmin' aina

IJie lUon. John Meagher, M.L.C., so well kiwi^n inSJi^?1' fnd relics lifeTNewF?ilav n? 1
' +S(pejn\a fe" days m Diunedin, arriving onirwlay of last week. He was welcomed by theBikihoDS2h? R

ay' S* v
atte» dccl *he banket given by XRutfit Rev. Dr. Verdon on Monday. The distingLislhedvisitor returns to the Hot Lakes this W(4aisUn^ihed

P.ir.VL-^A to Masses at 7 ami 9 o'clock at StPatrick s Basilica, South Dunedin, on Christmas Day »'Miga Cantata was celebratedat 'll o'clock by t£gw
Ref kw?rSV the Tfecrnm° n- beinS Pr^hed

y
by therLih

Cy' 7he music wa* farmer's Mass innlni??, Wa? rendered *n an exceptionallycreditable?he sol^s s6s
6 wP°rp' M*iSled bJM eflicient orchestra

(aft.nussssltenjor), and Messrs. Kerr and K. flush (bass) Duringthe offertory Novello's setting of the < Arfestes Fide\el'was sung t*he soloists being Misses Carr a^ Kerr andMessrs. M LVoy and F, Bulh. Mr. ijagar coStelland Mrs Eagar presided at the organ The orchestraSir
'
MarCh ° f S 'as

T-°Xt g
a

ChrthhUff"17!"*** at St- Jos°Ph
's Cathedral onChrsflnas Day arge numbers appToachetf the Holy

brated A-11,000? P^tifical Hi3h MasB w5 celebrated by his Lopdsdiip the Bisibop, Rev. Father Clearvbei,i,g assistant priest, Rw. Father M<urtfhv <A$£ 7
doa^on, anil Rev. Fatter O'Malley wiWeapo? 7

Thes^r

lm (tenor), and Messrs. Woo* andWey (bass) £
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