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E. G. GRESHAM,
(Pupil of the late Mr Alfred Boot).
SURGEON AND MECHANICAL DENTIST,
63 PRINCES STREET, DUNEDIN.

Specialist in Gold Fillings und Artificial Teeth,

LIGO BROS., STOCK' FEXCHANGE, BUILOINGS
PLINGE> SIREET, MACHINERY AGENTS,

Engives, Boilers, and all kinds New and Second-hand Machinery
Bought and Sold.

Practical Ergineer in Chargs,

CONVENT OF 1HE SACRED HEART,
TIMARU.

——am

THE ANXNUAL BPIRITUAL RETREAT FOR LADIES
Preached by the Rev. J, RONEY, 8.7,

Will begin on the Evening of MONDAY, Janunary 0th, and end on
BATURDAY, lith,

Ladies who wish to attenl should apply ae soon as possible to
the REVEREND MOTHER SUPERIOR.

DEATHS

BOWDEN.—On December 4th, at his parents’ resi-
dence, Thorndon Quay, Wellingtom, afler a short llness,
Thomas Patrick, second and dearly loved son of Thomas
and Julia Bowden, and brother of Rev, Fatlher Bowdan,
of Palmerstion Notrth ; agzed 31 years.—R.I.P,

MAHON.—On the 18th December, 1904, al the Con-
vemt of Mercy, South Dunedin, Molher Mary Tetesa
Mahon ; in the forty-fifth vear of her age amd the seven-
{eentth of her religious profession —RR 1.P.

Te premole the cause of Reliyon and Juslice by the
ways of Truth and Peare.
LEO, XIII, to tho NZ. TAGLET
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THOSE *‘SPECIMEN LESSONS.’

o

Y +

‘Eqvu &i 112 Bible-in-schools Ixeoautive has just been
littie

playing the comedy of the anciont

-BQC Gireek who strolled through the market<place
fx_ of Athens exhibiting a brick as a sample oi
:ys the house he wished 1o seli. They have
f publighed a small pamphlet containing three

* specimiem lessons ? from their proposed text-

bhook—one for the junior grade, one for the
inicrmediate, and one for the senior. By themselves
the threc © gpecimen lessons ' would give about the same
tdea of their text-bhook Ahat three brioks wiould of three
‘dwellings. When a conjuror wishes Lo mask a vital
miovement in an Hlusion he contrives tio direct the atten-
tion of his audience elsewhere, This ruse seems to ho
well known to the prestidigitateurs of the Bible-in-
sdhools (dnference. In as catchy and tricksome a pre-
face as we have ever read they make a great sing-siong
abaut the notes appended Lo their sample tesrons. But
the mischievous character of the contemptibie bit ef
political conjuring which they are endeavoring to play
ypon the people of New Zealamd appears realiy else-
where, namely, in {he ' list of centents ' which is dppen-
dod to the sample lessons. But the Bible-ln-schools
Ieaders qught to be aware ihat the average -elevhor,
and the ocasual reader gencrally, will ab most glance
light!ly over the °list' and will thus fail to delect the

real significance of the illusory scheme which they are
trylng to force upon the Colony. So far as the general
public are concerned the little pamphlet published by the
Bible-fu-sdhools  leaders will {ail to effect its avowed
purpose of supplying ‘ the demand for information ' and
will prove, instead, a delusion and a snare.

*

Ln the course of their irick-referemces to the foot-
notes, the clerical illusionists of the Wellington Confer-
ence Lake loquacious pride in the plea that they do not
¢ imguleate any theological or dogmatic beliei.'! In fact
fhey soleminly asseverate tiheir fixed determination to
bolt and bar out ali manner of - religious teaching’
irom the public schools. The first of these two state-
monts may be taken for what it may prove to be worth.
The sacondt must be taken in a Pickwickian—we had al-
most sapd Pecksniffian—sense. By the very nature of the
case ' relighous ' and dogmatic teaching, express or
implied, runs tarough and thropgh the whole of the
proposed text-book. 'The text-book itsell is, in brief, a
rgprint of the compilation drawn up four years ago by
the (exclusively Protestamt) ‘ Commission on Religibus
Imstruction in State Schools.’ Their express duty, as
sel forth #n their title and mandate, was to draw up
a stheme of ‘ religious instruction ’ for ihe public schiopls
of Victoria. Our Bible-in-schiools agitators reprint
their programme of lessions in its emtirety, amd yet have
the hardilood . to sercnely declare that * religious in-
struction wh State schools © 1s the last thing n their
thaughts amd wholly foreign to their intantions !

*

But the most discreditable thing abaut {he pro-
posad texi~book 1s the wholeszle chicanery awith which—
umier protests of fair-play and honor-bright—it  is
sowght to walke it gubderve declarian interests in public
schgols thet are [requented by children of all miamrer
of creedal convictions. (1) Fpom beginning to end the
Spripture lessons are takon from the Protestant Autho-
risdd Versign of #he Bible—with ali 1ts errors of om-
nussion, addition, and mistranslation uponr its  head.
(2y The Protestant division of the Ten Commandments
ts usedd, and the Protedtant form oi the Lord's Prayer,
despile its rejoction by the whole voice of Prolestant
sthiolarship, is sobt down for the daily use of pupils, {3}
The Wellingfian Conferehce has, with open eyes, shared
the shiume of Unewr Victorian cenireres in outlaw:ng the
hasie truth of Christianity—tital of tpe Incarnatign and
Virgde-Birth of the Saviour of the World—from the
sacred narrative. ‘Though twice challenged, they have
farlod, Lhus far, to furnizh any explanation or excuse for
s0 wantdn an outrage agatnst religion andl against the
inteprity of New Testament “hisory. ‘ Men are ab
Liberty,” sadd the prominent Presbyterian ‘divine, Dr.
Rontaul, *as infdividual men, lic 1ake whatever view tihey
ahoose of this or that histerical ‘period. They take
Uhhatl Itberty abwndantly. Bul a Commission of repre-
santatives of {he Victorian (Murches called wpen tio ap-
proactt in honest godd faith the New Testament narra-
tive, and setting itsell to tell our ehildren the story of
our Liord's birth and infancy, has no right to act
thus, It i8¢ a wanton and a dosgdly wroang to the bona
fides ol tie story and to the central faith of the Pro-
testant (Yhurches themselves. It is, T npeed scarcely
say, a direct bhlow to all that is mosi sacred and most
reverently cherished in the faith and the religion of

Catholics. .

{4) But that is not all. In the proposed text-hook
Proteslant leaching is suggested througheat ™ a per-
sistent, and manifestly deliberate way. Here are some
of the vnworthy ruses 1o which our Bible-in-schools
warty have resorted in their attempt to sectartanise the
public scljaols @ (a) Kmphastsing obscure texts which
have been lLwisted into a Protestant contnowersial mean-
ing, and passing over clearer and explanatory iexts
which lelt in a Catholic sense ; (b) garbling the sacred
ieadghing or ‘narrative in a wholesale way in the sec-
tarian interost—suppressing, for instance, a great part
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