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His Liordship said they were assemubled there that
day fto give encouragement and to help the Little Sisters
ol the Poor, who had come to Dunethin for the purpose
ol establishing a home for the aged poor. The work
of the Sisters was deserving of the warmest encourage-
ment. 1lven in the most prosperous communitles they
found many who, after Hattling for years agpinst adyver-
sity, ware ab length retduced bo hebfpless poverty towards
the end of their hives, and compelled tio seek assistance,
None were so helpless as the aged poor wittrout friends,
symppthy, or a home. It was for these the Little Siw
ters badl provided a home. Ie might say a few words
abomt the origin of she Order, which was founded #1
years agio—m 1840—bhy yhree highly pious, devout gouls,
who resplved to devote their lives to the work of gsvis-
ling the aged poor v a little lishing town on the doast
of Brittany. At fwst they met with a gpod deal of
disappointment ; thewr eflorts were ridiculed and scoffed
at, but they persevered, and aller a few years others
joined them. In 1851 they established homes outside of
France, and during the time that has since elapsed won-
derful progress had been made. At the preseni moment
they had 300 houses scaltered all over the world, and in
finesa there are 43,000 poor people—helpless poor, who
are waiched over and cared for by the 5000 Littile Sis-
ters of the Poor. Was not this wonderful progress in
guch a short time? 1In 64 vears 300 homes had been
established, and in some of them 100, 200, 300, and 100
were provided for. [t might be asked how such larye

1o the Little Sisters of the IPgor who had come here
and established the first branch of their Order. He was
glapt Lo say ULhey had sccured a rcally beautiful  home,
The place selected by his Liwrdehip was admirably ad-
aplol lor the Sisters' work. It was a beautiful place,
and when the eleciric cars were running it would have
all the requirements for a hpme. ‘The only drawback
to  dhe situation was that the old pcople who came to
five at the Home would be apt to renew their youlh,
w0 thal there might be a wanger of their going onliv,
ing for ever. He had ro doubt whatever that the old
peuple would he very happy in lhe ljome, and thet chey
wietiild receive fhe best  of care gnd attentivon from the
gorod Sisters. Tle desived Lo offer his congralulations) to
Mg Multho!land, who had beon nstmumnantal n bringiog
this movement 0o a successiul 1ssue.  She had worked
unceasingty for the Home ; she had been endeavoring vo
segure bhe services of the Sigsters for a long time, and
‘her ‘hopes being realised he had no doubt she was proud
woman Uhat [day,

Mr, J. M. Gallaway said that those outside of the
Catholie Church would fully appreciate this work that
had been comimenced, and should not besitate lor =a
moment to conpgratulate the Church upon ihe step it had
tahen.  FHe had been connected with dhrat other dociety
that began at the other cend—the S, Vincent de Paul
Sociely,—and 1t had always filled him with the greatest
admration.  Ite  had seen the little children as they
were bhought foln the Police Court ragged and uncared
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numbers were provided for hy the Little Sisters of the

Poor, who had no fixed income or revemue whatever.
They trusied entirely to Divine Providence and they had
never been  disappointed. They worked with couraze
they went forth  ewvery day sceking the means of sup-
porting those confided to their care, and exposed {hear-
selives tn atl kinds of troubles and mconveniences. They
occupicd themselves most earnestly during the day. and
practised the siriclest economy, and by good mamagae-
menti and care were able to provide for that great num-
ber. They would, he was sure, receive great onpeurage-
ment from the people. As  an imstance of how the
woork of the Little Sisters of the Poor was apprecia-
ted he might mention tlat I.ond Aberdeen. wnen Lol
Lientenant of Iretang in 1888, inmvited the fattie Sisters
of the Poor and 200 of the poor under their charge lo
a banguet, and in the cdurse of his speech on the occa-
sion extiolled their work, and spoke of them as pemcﬁu-—
tresses of the poor. 1n comolusion, his Lordship said
that mow the Little Sisters of the Poor were estab-
lishgd I our midst he trusted they would have no rea-
son to regret their coming, and that they would  re-
ceive every encouragement from the people of Dunedin
They will give a good example to all by lheir virlues.
Those of gur poor and needy would find a good hO‘I.llL‘,
there, where they would be carcd for by ihe grmg Sis-
trrs, who sought only tiie homor and glory of Gpid and
the salyation of souls.

Mr. J. B, Callan said he desired, on hehali of the
Cathpolic laity of Dunedin, to exiend a hearty welcme

for, and had afterwards seen 1lhem in the care of the
holy women who devoted themselves to their care, and
the sight had dome him good. The other side, repre-
sented by the present home, must also appeal to them
all. ‘Uharc was a great deal ot charity in New Zealand
that might be called statutory charity. That was right
and proper ; still, nothing could take the place of that
charity that procecded itom fhe heari, and it was thab
ihe Litile Sisters strove Lo provide, Whether peopla
were Cathalic or nan-Catholic, the ohject must appeal to
all, amd thete was qne common ground upom whish alb
met, and ihat was the common ground of the hetterment
of lyumamity.

1Llon. H. Gourley, tn the course of a brief speech,
sa1d he was very pleased Lo have an opportunity of visit«
mg the Home and of expressimg s appreciation of the
efforts made by Miss Mulhollkand in collecting funds suffi+
clenl 4o purchase such a splendid property. Ie could nofi
hekp adimiring the beautifut site selected, and could only,
repeat the remarks of his friends, Mr. Callag and Mr. Gal4
laway. Iie quite cndorsed evory word they had uttered,
agd was gquite sure that, with the energy the Sisters
would put intio their work, the uncemtaking would prove
a great success. [le sincerely haped the work womtd be
carried qut Lo a successtul end.

At the conclusion of the speeches {hose present were
hospitably entertained, Miss Mulltolland and a nunsher of
hee lady friends from town, warting on the many visitors.

The proceedmgs concinded with Benadiction eof the
Blessed Sacrament apnd the singing of the ' Te Dauim.*

BROPHY & CO..

MAIN STREET, PALMERSTON NORTH—LAND, INSURANOCE,
AND FINANOE AGENTS.

Property List Gratis,



