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THE LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR.
——
OPENING OF THE HOME FOR THE
AGED POOR.

Thursday of last weck—the Iteast ot the Immacklatlc
Canception—saw the reahsation of a hope thal had for
a long tune engaged Lhe attention of dus Lordship  the
Bishop, the clergy, and Catholic laity of Dunedin—ihe
opening of a home for e aged poor duder the contiol
pf the Litlie &Sisters ot the Poor. Considerable difl-
culty had been expertenced in selecimg a site for smeh an
institution, as many factors had to be considered. The
cost of a suitable area within the city himits was pro-
hibityve, whilst many of the duburbs were unstuinble
owing to wanlt of facililies of access. About fwo
mpemnths ago mis Lordship was extremely fortunate n
securtng Por the purpose at a reasonable price a seclion
of three and a hall acres of land, with a large private
residence, al Amndersen's Bay. ‘Uhe properfy is sitwaled
about hall a mue ahove the township on the upper 10ad
to Portobello, and can be reached {rom the city, as soon
as the fram line 1s compleled, 1n ahaul {wenty nun-
utes, The land has an cxtensive frontage to Lhe main
road, bul Lhe privacy of the grounds 1s completely
maintamed by a belt of pative bush and a plantation of
European tlress. In lfact the section 1s sheltered  all

During the past three or four weeks the building has
undergpine: a thorough overhaul, s¢ that now it is in' a
very complete stale of repair, and presents a very com-
fortable appearance hoth insrde and outside. Added to
thls 1t has been completely furnished with every requi-
site, HYihnks tio the zeal amd enorgy of Miss Mulhwolland,
asswlegd by npaumerous genergus henefactors—Qatholics
and non-Catholics—who have donated all kinds of house-
hold necessaries, lrom beds and beddrng to hitchem utem-
stls.  Detachaed from Uthe main builfling is g compact
wash-house with copper and bubs complete, and water
Iatd on frem  the house barks. At some distance from
the Ilome 1s a commodious building, formerly used as a
slable, woach-house, and fowl pen, which will be found
very useful now for similar purposes. ‘lhe grounds,
aflor Inaving suflicient area for the pasturage of a
couple of cows and a horse, will he very suitable for
the purposes of a kitchen garden and, knowing the apti-
tude which the Sisters are noted for in tumning every-
thing Lo account, 1L is safe to say that within & short
time vhey will turn this to very good advantage in the
raising ol vegetables for the iostitution.

The Mother Superior—Mother Mary—acoompanied the
commuiuty trom the parent house at Randwick, Sydney,
and wili remain here for a few days until all arrange-
ments are completed. The community is to comsist of
seven, ol whom the Superior is Sister Appoline, who
had heen for some years in Auckland, prior to which
she spent about ten years in Calcuita.
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round by trees, pnincpally natrve bush, amd as 1t slopes
from the liome towartds the novth it gets the full bene-
1it of the sun all day tong. The view trom tlhe grounds is
#ery fing, commanding as it does ibe rnner harbor, the
city and ihe hills to the north and wesit of 1t, and {he
ocean out towards St Clair. 1 was the general com-
sensus of opinton among those who were present  at
the” ceremony that 1t was an i1deal place for such an
institution, grd thal 1t would be a very dithceult matter,
aven at great cost, to get a better one in the whole of
the c1ty orf suburbs. ‘T'he hduse had beon built as a pri-
vate residence many vyears ago, Bus lvke all buldings
that were put up in the early days 1ts timbers are now
in fa better dandition than those of much more modern
simuctures. 1t 13 2 two-slorey building, somewhat ir-
regular in shape, but having considerable accommoda-
tion, and all the mneces¥ary requisites 1or the purposcs
for which 1t 18 now intemded. In the main portiom of
the bubding there are on the ground floor a large room,
which, if used as a dormitory, will acoommodate fully a
dozen beds : a chapel, which has been erected within
the past few weeks ; and another large apartment suit-
able for a dining room. In a one-storey wimng are a large
Yitchen, with a fine range, scullery, and an apartment
which oould be used as a sleeping room for some of the
inmates. 'I'he upper storey is reached by two flights of
stairs, and here are a spacious dormitory, 'n which can
be placed about a dozen beds, and three other rooms
capable of acrommodating three or four persons cach.

The ceremony of blessing and formally opening the
Iome took place shorlly atter thiree o'clock in the pre-
sence ol a large assemblage of the clergy and laity. His
Lordglilp Lhe Bishop officiated, and among the clergy
presont were lhe Rev. Fathers Murwhv, Adm., Cofiey
Cleary, Iloward, O'Malley, Qorcoran, Ryvam, Liston, a.mi
Buckley, the laity present comprising mamy prominent
Cathohe and non-Catholic citizens.

Al the conclusion of the ceremony of blessing the
ifome Ube wvisttors  assembled at the main entrance,
when secveral addresses were delivered, The TRev,
Father Murphy, Adm. St. Joseph's Cathedral, read an
apofogy  itom  the Mayor of Dunedin, who was
unable to attend owing to absence i Wellingtosn,
[le had ailso received apologies from several of the clergy,
who had grven dorations towards this very laudable ob-
ject.  Fatbier O'Donnell, of Queensvown, had alsio sent
an imhvitalion to the Sisters to canvass his patrish when-
ever they lound 1t convenignt Lo do so, and expressed
his willingness o give them all the assistance in his
power. Several other priests were wiliing to deo the
same. 1L was not expected that large subscriptioms
would be giver on the present occasion, as those at-
tendimg the opening of the Home had already contribu-
ted towards the good object, but shomld there Be any
Lindly Hsposed towards the movement their donatioms
would, of course, be gladly received. He himsell would
give a further donation of £10  towards the
Home.
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