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Pro-Cathedra! there. 8ir John Leng, in the presence of
a lange and distinguistied company, deckared the pro-
ceedings open on the first'day. The secomid day’s pro-
priest, now of the archdiocese of 5t. Andrew's apd Edin-
and Edinburgh, the Most KHev, Dr. Smth, the former
Bishop of the Dunkeld diocese. On ihe third day the
Very, Rev. Cabon James Mcliinnes, a former bBundee
priest, now of the archdiocése of S3t. Andrews and Isdin-
burgh, declared the bazaar open. The total ampunt
realiseid was the handsome figure of £2253 13s 10d.

Death of a Priest.

Yenerable an age, with the noble recood of 56 years’
arduous and  incessant work as a Scobtish priest in
Lanarkshire, and surrounded by a number of his devoted
clerical brethren, the Rev. Johin Black passed peacefully
away «an October 18 at St. Joseph's Cbapel house, Card-
owal. By his death the Glasgow archdiocese has lost
one of its oldest and most notable priests. Ordained
in Rome in 1848, Fatmer Black served finsiafin  panark;
then at Carlwke ; next at Wishaw ; alfter this ay St
Vincent's, Glasgow ; subsequentfy at St. Anlrew’s
Cathadral ; and latterly at Cardowan, where he had
been stationed for the past twelve years.

Catholic Truth Society.

The initial function in connection with the general
meeting of the Scottish Catholic Truth Society took
place fn the North British Railway Hotel, lddinburgh,
where Archbishop Smith received upwards of 500 of
tthe Catholic restdents in various parts of Scotland., His
Girace was immediately altended by Bishops Mackarlane,
DunkeX ; Chisholm, Abendeen ; Turner, Galloway ; Cau-
ghran, Kimberley ; am Casartelli, Salford. Among the
laity were—Lond Ralph, Lady Anne, and ihe Misses Kerr
Lady #Bule, and l.ady Lowvat. The proceedimgs were
characte1sesl with the utmost pessible sociabihty, and
great interest was evincad at the programme.
UNITED STATES —Presentation,

The congremation of 8%, Francis Xavier's  Church,
Brooklyn, has presented the Rev, Dr. W. F. NMc(innis,
for some time 148 assistant pastor and who was ie-
cently appointed rector of St. Hridgot's Church, West-
bury, Long Island, with o purse of £300 and & type-
writer. Dr. McGinms 1s the presideml of the Interna-
tenal Catholic Truth Socicty.

ANOTHER SLANDER NAILED.

OUR AMERICAN LETTER.

{From the Imternational Catholie Truth Society.)

We have made arrangements with the International
Catiloliec Truth Soclety, whose headguarters are  in
Broghilyn, New Yors, for the publication of foreipn let-
ters dealing wilh matters ot .\ustralian interest.  We
print therewilh the hrst of the series, which dewls with
a doasse slapder on Uhe Cabholie priesthood, nusd which
was published in several newspapers in America, and
aeventually tound its way into the echoes of the same
ot m Australia and New Yealand.

Brooklyn, N.Y., Ocltober 28,

Oh Sunday, July 3, of tihe present year, a remark-
able articie appeared in leading newspapers of all the
big cities of the United States. 1t was headed in the
* Springfield Republican 7 ¢ Superstition in Swilverland ',
in the St. Lioms * Pioneer Press,’  Tortured for Super-
stitipn Sake ’ and © Priests Torture Swigs <hirl,” ° Bar-
barous Treatment of Henriette Gay by the Uatholic
(hurch,’ etc., in reputable journals of New York, Bos-
tion, Uhteago, Cracinmati, St Loms, Detrbit, euwc.

At the time of its publicatlon the International
Qatholic Truth Society, through 1ts members m variosus
places, questroncd its truth, poanling out one or lwo ap-
pardot imaccnracies. IBowever, unless authoritative in-
formation is al hand denitls are unavailling against
positive statements.

The Interpational Catholic Truth Society is now in
possession of such information, and althdugh comsider-
able time has elapsed the wide publicity given by  the
newspapers of standing all over the land {o this cor-
respondence, cpbyrightad by Curtis Browa, tlemands the
publicatibn of the real facts. When these are hnpwn,
let ms hope that the daily press of the TUnited States
will hiesitate in future to print without verificatiom a
+ ¢oriresponylence ’ wo filled with statemoents derogatory
to the Catholic Church.

The Lie,

Many of our readers will reeall the article in ques-
tiom, for those who do mot let us quote it in part, again
repunging them that the article appearad it newspapers of
the /highest standing. We will quote from the * Spring-
field Republicap ' —

SUPERSTITION IN SWITZERLAND,
PRIESTS MALTRIAT A GIRL.

T ldixorcise a Devil, She Was Imprisoned, Starved,
Fon:ed lo Walk Barefoot With a Cross on Her
Shoulders and a Crown of Tnorng
on Her Head.

The Roman Catholic Archbishop Punishes the Priests.
(Copyright, 1964, by Curtis Brown.)

Gorredpondence of the ° Republican.’

Geneva, Swits., June 20, 1904, —Henriette Gay's case
thas provided strihing prool of the aliyost incrodible ig-
norance and spperstition still exwsiing m those countries
m Burepe whtoh are commonly swpposed Lo possews Lhe
thighest civilisation. Henriette (ay ia 18 years oid,
Umntil  recently she liveld in ihe tiny Swiss village of
Fims-Hajut, not far from Geneva. She 15 the daughier
of a peasant possessing a few acres of lapd in the vil-
lage, bkt at an early age t{enriptte showed signs of hav-
mg beem horn for a hgher station in life. Her father,
however, was a coarse, rough agriculturist, who had no
cducation and understood nothing but tihe tilling of his
fielfls and the care of hiz oattle, The hrothers were
peayvy, clumsy feilows, with huge, ugly Hands amd un-
gracigus hDgures. The sisters worked in the fields and

woro ddvoid of every touch of reimement. Though
her sisters began tp work in the fields at the age of

12, Henriette  never soiled her long, thin, aristecratic
fingers with instruments of oul-door laboa. Never-
{theless, not cnty the neighbiors, btwt also her own  bro-
thers antd sisters, and even her father and mother, haled
her becapise thicy had themselves the unmistakable feeling
thyal she belonged to a difierent sphere. when she
vignturdd to leave hes father's Jsut to walk in the public
radds the Little Boys and girls of the village ran after
her amd pelted her with stores.  ‘The girls of her own
ago shriehed abusive names when they canghil sight of
her,-'and the older women crossed themselves and mud-
tered praveis whon ghe approached them. Once when
siha trespassed ot a small plot of land belonging io an-
oliher peasant ot the village the owner and his two sons
drone her ot with the help of thetr lomg, thun catile-
whips and manv sigerous oaths. On anolher occasion
when she went to church Lhe otbher women of the vil-
lagze memhrod their forces to repel the invasion of the
el ypint and drove Lier away from the house of God
with  violence. Hentiette was placed in a prison
nuprovised lor her reception, and thon the priests be-
gan their system of cure. Wurst they subiectlad Lthe girl
1o werweds of sUarvaliom, keeping her without tood for
torty o sixly hours at a tune  She was incarcerated
mn g lonely hut, and from this spe was made to crawl
o her bands and Lknces qver rough, stony ground 1o the
village d¢hurch, where she had to hieel for hours at a
time yn front of the tmages of the sants.  Argd when
Hhe Lanted trom the eficets of this unigue cure, the two
pricsts, who peiconatiy s wperintended the  tormented,
broughl her back 1o coasciousness by slanping her face
I sl 2nd beauhwy ber hach Ailer a tnoe she was Idd
barefootoed on & vderunage Lo the coneent ol 5t maur-
e, ajdistanve of sinty nules from the vitlage. This
nbirney of himnlbatem siie was fereel 1o undertake wna
o crown of thnsins on her head and a heavy cross rest-
e om her shond lers Al alepe the roard she was Lhe
obiect of 1he mothery of the 1eporant rustie population,
aril on arruval at St Maurice her bare feel were cover-
ot with deen ents and sores. Al 2 o'clock the church
was packed with an astomsbed, wondering crowd, and
the senwor priest, one Jean Paillel, ascended the altar
wtaps and annovmced that he hwd summoned them all to
assisl o exorewsng  the evrl spint with which henrielte
(*ay  was possesced. The deors of  the c(hurch were
locherl, and nuncluwally at 2 o’clock the priest began the
process ob evwercising the spirit,  The process of exor-
cism lasted all Satue dav evening, all through the long
bouats of Satsrday mght and alt Sunday morning. For
twonty-lour hours llennettie (ray, the martyr, was sub-
1ected to every cancervable form of indignity and crueity
1 the presence of a grinning mob of rustic barbarians.
The girt was dragged by her hair round and round the
church, while the priest stonped every lew vards fo beat
har opi the face and body, proclaiming all the while to
ihe eredulous cangregation that it wae not the girl but
tha evil spirid wyueh he was thrashing,  She was healen
with whips, with stiche, and with nods, The priests be-
labored her face with their fists and members of the con-
gregation showered blows on her body.  Her limmbs were
twistdd in their sockets {il} they throatemed to break,
and hurmng capdles were held close to her fair skim,
The Truth.

Aftert much labor and detay ile Inbernational Truth
Hociety is able tio present to your readers the following
statement —

We are mformed by Professor Swindimann, of the
Priestw Seminary in Lucerme, that he has  received
word tnom  the Hight Rev. Abbot cf 8t. Maurice, Bishop
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