
Lmtil recently sthe hve)d in tiie tiny Swiss village of
Fijnst-Halut, not far from Geneva. She is the da,ug|hter
of a 'peasant possessing a few acres of laaud in the vil-
lage, b)iti at an early age Henriotte showed signs of hav-
ing bean born for a higher station in life. Her father,
however, was a coarse, rough agriculturist, who hadno
cfliwaUon and understood nothing but tlhe tilling of his
fielfis and the care of his oattle. The brothers were
Pieta,vy, 'clumsy fellows, with hu\gp, 'ugly hands atod un-
graiciqus higuxes. The sisfters worked in the fields and
woro ideiv'oid of every touch of refinement. . . Though
her sisters began tio work in the fields at the age of
12, Henriette never soiled her long, thin, aristocratic
fingers with instruments of out-dqor labor. . . Never-
theless, not r<nly trie neighbors, hut also her own bro-
thers! anld sisters, and even her father a,nd mother,hated
hoir because Uhey had themselves the unmistakable feeli'ig
V'jat belonged to a dineient adhere. . . when she
vcjutiunji to leave ihe: father's Isut to walk in thepjublic
rna\ds tiho little boys and girls of the village ran afitef
her and peltcid her with stones, 'ihe girls of her own
age sihrieked alxi&ive names when they caiigjlit sight of
hor,-'i;nd the older women crossed themselves and mut-
tf^rod prayeis whan sihe approached them. Once when
tjhe tre«pa.^se|d oil a small plot of land belonging to an-
otther peasant, of the \illage the owner and his twosions
dro\e her oft with the heLp of their long, thin cattle-
whips amd many Mgorous oaths. On another occasion
when sfie wont to church the other women of tlhe vil-
ra^e m^biii/cid their forces to rapel the invasion vof the
c-vil Sjpirit a.rjd dro^c dier away from tihe house of God
v, itih .violence. . . Heniiette was placed in a prison
improvised lor her reception, and them t<he priests be-
gan tilieir system of cure. First they siubjecteid thegirl
Id roemods of starvatUMi, keeping her withomt iood for
lorty to sixty hours at a time She was incarcerated
in a lonely hut, and from this sine made to crawl
<<n 'her hands and knees qver rcAig^i, stony ground to the
Milage cbtiurcih, wheie she had to kneel f>or hours at a
time Un tio,nl of tlie images of the samts. AvA when
sjhc iauited irom the crtects of this uniqiuc cure, tvhe two
pnesth, \slio ,nei ("ein.Uly s Npc lnU-iulcd t'hc tormented,
bno,ue;lii licl back to consciousness by slapping her face
h.ii'sihlv ?nd bcaiifig her Lack Alter a tune she was lcd
barefooted on a tultrjuuage t.o the ccnvent ol St. iviaur-
i< o, a idistance oi sixty miles from the \illage. This
h) ;r.uev ot h iimliati(l;isip was f(>;ccl to undertake wiin
a (iown of t.'ciins on her hea\i p.nd a heaivy cross rest-
ing en her shonl Icls All al^rg the r,oarl she was the
obiect of the mookery of the lcuntnuint rustic pop,ulati|on,
ar(i on ai'fL\al a^ St lier bare feet were cover-
ed witlh deep cyits and sore-;. At 2 o'clock the djiurch
was /packed \\\\h an a.stonisihcd, womlciing crowd, and
tlhp seniior .priest, one Jeain Paillct, ascended t^e altar
isrfeips a,n,d annormced that he hiid summoned them all to
assist in e\,or,chsmg t"he e-vrl spirit with which l-ienrieLte
C-ay vas possessed. The doors of tihe churcfh were
loekci'l, and juvnict'irally at 2 o'clock the paiest began the
l)rr>ces.s ot e^orcisuig the spirit. rl)herl)he process of exor-
cism lasted all Satu day evening, all through the long
hoaifl of Saturday night and all Sunday morning. For
twonty-f,o'nr hours Henriette (ray, t'-'e martyr, was sub-
lecteid to every conceivableform of indignity and cmelty
in tihe nrcsence of a grinning rmob of rustic barbarians.
The gi)rl was dragged by her hair round and round the
church, while the priest stopped e\ery few yards to beat
har on the face and body, proclaiming all tflie while to
tthe creidulous cringregatioin tlbat it was not the girl but
tho evil spirit vViich he was thrashing. She was fyeaten
with w/hips, with sticks;, and with nods. The priestp be-
labored her Fa/'e witfli tiheir fis\ts and members of the con-
greg,atiola sjiowercd blows on h.°T body. Her limbs were
twistdd in tlieir sockets till they throatemed to b~eak,
and tjurtmng cairidles were held close to her fair sikiln.

The Truth.
After) much labor and del<ay tilie Internatibnal Truth

Society is a-ble Uo present to your readers the following
St|atemejnt :—: —

We are informed by Professor Swindimann, of the
PriesW Seminary in Luceiine, that he has received
woi\d tnom tihe Right Retv. Abbot of St. Maurice, Bishop

We lhave made arrangements wittfi the International
OatUi)olio Truth Society, Whose headquarters arc in
Bro'oiUlyyi, New YorK, for the pubheatioin of fioreign let-
ters dealilng with matters or Australian interest. Vv'e
priint iberewitlh tile first of the series, whidi deals wi^h
a ctoar.se slander on the Catholic priesthood, and which
was .pjuibhshed in several newspapers in America, and
eventually kwind its way into tlhe echoes of the same
bot)h ltn Ausitralia and New Zealand.

Brooklyn, N.Y., October 28
Oh Sunday, July, 3, of the present year, a remarka-

ble article appeared in leading newspapers of all the
big cities of the United States. It was headedin the* >Spri!ngiield Republican' ' Superstition in Swit/eilaind',
ijn the St. Lotuis

" Pi,c*neer Press,' ' Tortured for Super-
stition Sake

'
and

'
Priests Torture Swi»s 'Girl,' ' Bar-

barous Treatment of Me»nriette Gay by the Catholic
dhucch,' etc., in refutable journals of New York, Bos-
tjom, Qhica.go, Ci-nciinn'ati, St. bo/vis, Detroit, euc.

At tJie tune of its publication the International
Uattoolic Tcutih Society, through its members m various
place®, questioned its truth, poUnUng O'lit one or two ap-
parent inaccuracies. IBowever, unless authoritative in-
formiatioin is at hia'nd denials jure unavailing agaihst
positive statements.

The InternationalCatholic Truth Society is now in
possession of sjucja information, a»nd although ctoßisijder-
able time has elapsed the wide publicity gi\en by the
newspaper*, of sending all over tlhe land to this cor-
resjpanßtfice, c>3l)yrigh'tad by Curtis Brown, klemAmds the
publication of tlhe real facts. When these are kiiDwn,
let ius hlope that the daily press of the United States
willhesitate hi future to print without verificatiicm a
1conrespon|lence

' so rilled with statemeints derogatory
to tlhe Catholic Church.

T!ie Lie
M-ainy of our readers will recall the aTticle in ques-

tion* fior those who do not let us quote it inpart, again
reminding them tihjat t}he articleaippearqd in newsipalpers of
Dhe fhiglhest standing. We will quote from tjhe

'
Spring-

field Republican ':—

Thursday,December 15, 1904 NEW ZEALAND TABLET
Prcn-Oatlhedral ijhere. Sir John Leng, in tlhe presenceof
a laijge and distinguished oompajny, declared the pro-
ceedings open on the first'day. The secoiad day's pro-
pxiest,now of the archjdioicese of St. Andrew'sand Edfin-
and Edinburgh, the Most Rev. Dr. SnuUh, the former
bishop of the Dunkeld diocese. On the third day the
Very, Rev. (J^non James McGnines, a former lAundee
priest, mow of the archdiocese of St. Andrews and Edin-
burgh (declared the bazaar open. The total amount
realised was the Handsome figure of £2353 13s lftd.
Death of a Priept.

yenexable \n age, with tthe noble reooed of 56 years'
arduous and incessant work as a Scottish priest in
Lanarkshire, and surrpunded by a number of his devoted
clerical brethren, the -Rev. Joihn Black passed peacefully
away cjn October 18 at St. Joseph's Chapel house, Card-
owan. By his death the Glasgow archdiocese has lost
one of its oldest and most notable priests. Ordained
tni Rome in 1818, Father Black Served n'nstWn uanark;
t>hen at Carliuke; next at YVLshaw ; after this a-« St.
Vinicenct's, Glasgow; siuhseque,n»tiy at St. Andrew's
Oatth^dral ; and latterly at Oardowam,* where he had
been stationed for the past twelve years.
Catholic Truth Society.

The initial function in connection witih the getoe-al
meeting of lihe Scottish Catholic Truth Society took
place ijn the North British Railway Hotel,, Edinburgh,
wlhere Ardhbishop Smith received upwards of 500 of
tlhe Catholic re»sMetits in various parts of Scotland. His
Grace was immediately attendedby Bishops MacFarlane,
IXmkeld; Ohisihoim, Abendeen;T,urnor,Galloway ;Gau-
gjhran, Kirniberley ; and Casartelli, Salford. Among the
laity were—- Lord Raljpih, Latdy Anne, and the Musses Keir
Lady B)u,te. afrd Lady LbVat. The pnoeeedinigs were
characterise^ with the utmost possible sociability, <and
great interest was avmcad at tihe programme.
UNITED STATES— Presentation.

The congregation oi St. Francis Xavier's Chhreh,
Brooklyn, has presented the Rev. Dr. W. F. McGiimis,
tor some time iUs assistant pastor and who was re-
cently appoint^! rector of St. Bridget's Church, West-
bury, Long Island, with a pvrse of £300 and a type-
writer. Dr. McGinnis is the /president of the Interna-
tional Catholic Trutih Society.

ANOTHER SLANDER NAILED.

(From the International Catholic Truth Society.)

OUR AMERICAN LETTER.

SUPERSTITION IN SWITZERLAND.
PRIESTS MALTREAT A GIRL.

Tto I'Jxorcise a Devil, She Was Imprisoned, Starved,
Forced tb Walk Barefoot Witth a Cross on Her

Shoulders and a Crowin of Tnorns
on Her Head.

The Roman Catholic Ardhbishicfp Punishes the Priests.
(Oapyriglht, 1904, by Curtis Browln.)

Qoxreslpotidemce of the " Republican.'
Geneva, Swit>/..? June 20, 1904.— -Henriette Gay'scase

thai provided striking proiof of tihe almost i'ncrddible *<;-
norajnce and s)u/perstition still existing i-n those countries
nn Eiur;ope w,hioh are commonly sfu\p.pose<l to pot>&es& the
'highest civilisation. Henriette Gay is 18 years old.
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