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Julian the Apostate tried #n vain to produce its aounter-
fert presentment among the pagan Romans of his time.
Centuries ago a ruter of Japan took thought for the
oot lepers of his land, It was a goenernus spasm, but
it ppssed specrl:ly, and to this hour--save where ihe
Cathelic mussionary cowmes to his aid—the leper 15 an
agomising outcast in Nippon, and * the nurst ancient and
mpst human of all diseases ' 1s regarded as the worst
swcial disgrace that can befall a home among the most
cultivated pagan people of our day. MNor has chariby
any part wm the nec-paganism that s invading some
western tands.  The ¥rench Revolution—the outcome ol
French philosophism—dragged through the streets and
scourged at the cart’s tail noble ladies whe, as Edmund
Burke said in ihe British House of Commons, were ¢ de-
voled to the miost sublime duties of religion.” 1t
closed orphanages and refuges for tihe aged and mis-
appropriated legacies ifeft for the poor. The bloodless
Fremehr Revolution of our day is in great part a war
agpinst yhe poor and those whose hives are consecrated
to their service. Statutory and persional philanthropy,
arising, as il generally does, from natpral human good-
ness ‘and sympathy, may, even in pagan lands, effect a
qansiderable range of good. This form of philanthropy
i, perbiaps, in C(hrnstlan countries, seldom found in
what we may term the crude state. HKven where phil-
anthropists of this class are nol professed believers in
Christ, they hive mn an atmosphere of tivought, feelung,
tradition, and sentiment which has beem created by Chris-
tianity.  UConsciously or wunconsciously they must, to
some extenl at least, be guided in their actions by mo-
trves or principles wdich are distinctively Christian  In
this case phulanthropy may be merely Christian charity
in disguise, or adulterated. Mere philanthropy, 1w it-
self, proceeding om right lines, 15 good as far as it goes.
But 1t does nol go far. It has 1ls own Little sphere.
But, judged by its roots or by ils fmuts, when com-
parell with t-ue Christian eharity, il is as 1he gilded
counterfert compared with the mint-marvked gold picce
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To the Clergy.

On page 31 we publsh a calendar for January, which
will, 1t 15 hoped, be of service Lo the secular clergy  of
New Zealand pending the arrnval of Uhe oflicial * Ordo ”

The Provincial Seminary.

* Let there be progress.’ In the aourse of o #piech
at the distributicn of prizes m iloly Crnoss Colloge yes-
terday, an unportant announcerient was made by the
Right Mev, Dr. Verdon. *In future,’ saud bhis Lad-
ship, ' the oourse of stadies in Iloly Cross College wiil
be so arranged thai all students will have an opprortu-
ity of matrreulating 1n connection with the local Upi-
versity and of suhsequently laking out degrees.’ Thes
annoyncement will be reccived with much pleasure by
our readers in every part of New Zealand.

DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN

———— -

The annual distribution of prizes took place at IHoly
Crass College, Mosgiel, yesterday (Wednesday). The
Mwosgiel and Dupedin clergy were present. His Londship
the Bishop presided amd presented the prives and, in the
course ol an wterestmg specch, made lhe important an-
nouncement that n future Lthe course of studies will Le
a0 arranged that all students will have ap opporiuniiy
of matrreulating  1m comneclicn with the local Uminer-
sity and of subscquently taking out degrees. In  the
afternpon an adjournment was made to the fine new cpl-
lege gymmasiuin erceted some iime ago, and tihe sLndgnts
went through a lengthy seres of eyercises of various
kinds, in which  they displayed a degree of efficiency
that was greatly appreciated by the vrsitors, and speais
well for ihe training imparted by their gymnastic in-
structor,
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At Bt Patrick's Basilica, South Dpnedin, on Sunday
lasl there was  Exposition of the Blessed Sa.crai.menﬁ.

The members of tbe Hihermian Sociely to the num-
b‘er of ¥2 atiemdex Lhe nime o'clock Mass af St Joseph's
E\.a.bt:)hf;h‘ah on Sunday, and approached 1he FHoly Table in

The Rev., Father Brown, S.J., left on Saturday
mprnmg jor the purpose of opening a missien mm Wai-
pori . the Lawrence parsh,  Later on missions will be
giwven 1n Roxburgh, Miller's Flat, and other portions of
the same parish,
. lincouraged by lbe success which had attended the
fital sacied 1ecital in SU. Josepl’s Calhodral some time
ago, the committce engeged in liquedating the debt in-
currgd n renovautng the Christian Brothers' Schopl ar-
ranged Tor amotlier on Thursday evening of last week,
The programme was a leagthy ane, and the unmdertak-
ing om Lie whole was more almhitious than that attemp-
ted on the 4rst occaston. From a mwusical point of
view lpe recital was a decided success, and was highly
creditable to all who took part in it

Opening of a New Catholic Church
at Kaitangata.

-
-

The DMilton correspondent of the ¢ Otago Daily
Times ’ supplies the following ‘particulars regarding the
ceremyontes at the blessing amd opening of the rew Cath-
olic ghurch at Kaitangata, mm the Mriitan parish, which
tooi place on  the Feast of the Immaoculate Conception:
L'p to the present members of the Cathole commpnity
at Kailangata have labored under the disability of being
withqut a building of their own wherein to hold ser-
vice, and had recourse to the public hall. Now all this
15 at an end, thanhs to the initiative of the Very Rev.
Father O'Neull, to their own energy, and to the liber-
ality of the commwumty. Thursday saw the consumma-
tron of their efforts, and the opening ol & handsome exi-
fice occupying a prominent site overlooking the town-
ghip.  ‘I'he ceremomy was coutucted Ly the Very Rev.
Mgr. O’Leary, the church being dedicated to St.  Tta.
Very Rev. Daan Burke (Invercargill) delivered an im-
presswe sermon appropriate to the ocoasion. The Rev.
Father O'Donnel! {(Gore) and Hev. Father Claffey, S.J.,
were also presenl, withh the Very Rev. Father O’Neill,
pastior of the digbrict, while the combined Milton and
Balclutha choirs rendered the mmsical portion of tibe
sarvice, Miss Scanlan (Milton) pressding at the organ.
The church was  well filled, a 'number of visitors from
Mifton, MHalclutha, amwd interveping dipiricts being pre-
sant.  'T'he colieclion in ald of the building fund amoun-
ted to about £100, mostly contributed by friends out-
side Kaitangata, and Father O'Neill expressed his thanks
1o all who had g0 generously agntributed. The building
18 benlt of Bbriclk in Gothie design, with raof of tiles, and
19 camabie of seating l0U—ample accommodation, 16 is
amlicwpated, for woishippers for many years. The con-
tractor was Mr Middlemas, who is deserving of every
oradit for the satistactory manner in whick he carried
et the work. ‘The Kailtangata Company kindly gave
iree passes lo the visitors on their line of railway lo
and from Stirling.

OBITUARY

————

MRS, MARY McTAGGART.

Another eold Csnterbury resident and fervent Calh-
olic (writes our  Christchurch corregpondent) passed
away on last ‘lhursday morning, in the person of Mrs.
Mary McTaggart, widow ol the lale Mr. Andrew
McTaggart. ‘The deceased was one of the family of
Lee-Nunan, well known in the County Limerick, Ballin-
opkty berng thewr native town.  With her hushand, they
bewng at the time a newly-married couple, the deceased
came ont to the colomies over 40 years ago, hrst re-~
sidmg at Hochhampton, Queensland, for a few months.
Wrlowed with a young Iamily, a strenuous life was the
consegyence, but with energy and imdomitable persever-
apce, apparently insurmountable difficulties were over-
gome. The strain of many vears, however, asserted it-
seli % a break down of a pariicularly strong comstitu-
tuon. ‘Fhe deceased was attended during bher last mo-
menlls by the HKev. Father Mahory, who with unremit-
tmg attention imparted all the sacred rites of Holy
Cihjurch. lsxfreme kindness and a’otﬁntion. were also
shownh by the Sisters of Qur Lady of Missions. On
Saturday Hequiem Mass for the repose of the soul of
deceasad was celebrated 1in the Pro-Cathedral by the
Rev. Father Q'Connell, whio also officiated at the inter-
ment in the Linwood Cemetery.—R.LP.
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