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A CONDEMNATION OF DUBLIN
CASTLE METHODS,

:

Lord Dunraven's reform scheme, for the purpose of
entiusting the people of Itcland with a greater share of
local government and giving themn contrel over the ex-
penditure ot money devoled to Iiish matters, has found
a pnwerflul supporter 1n Sir West Ridgeway, ex-Govern ir
of Ceylon, aud  formerly Under-Sceretary  fer lreland
Ile expressed his  wviews wn a letter 1n ihe London
‘Tnes)” wineh, by Lhe way, lias heon cngaged over sihee
the Heform Assuclation came Into existence in decrying
Lord Dunraven’s proposals. Sir West Ridgeway quite
candrd!ly; explamms thatl he 1s not a new aomverl. to the
beliets tihat the presenl system of Irish Government is
wrong  Six years’ work as Under-Secretary during the
stormy days of the Baliour regime convinced him of this,
and 1% may be remarhed that when subsequently taking
up tae Governorship of the Iste of Man, 1n 1893, he ca-
pressed advanced views 1n regard to the benefits result-
ing from Home Iule that were experienced in that s~
land. Like Sir Robert Hamilwon, who preceded him at
Dublin Casile. he was early impressed with the iniqui-
ties of that plague spot. Ths views, says Sir  Wess,
“were  coneened auring  the period of my service as
Ttnder-Secretary for lreland, and were ewboilled 10 2
memorandiin writien 1n 1883, In that memorandum 1
advocaled the concession of a liberal measure of {ocal
govennmeni 1n provincial as well as county councils, the
administration of the educatipn grani and other funds
raised for that purpose by o local hody-~at least par-
tially elective—with safequards for mnerities 1n the var-
jous lecalities, the decentralisation of finance, and con-
sequently the lcoseming of {he rigid Treasury control,
the 1corgamsation of Dublin Castle, and especially (e

Abohtion of that Chaotic Anachronism—
administration by  semi-independent boards, wherchy
three mem do the work of one—and the creation of a
council to advise the el Secretary, such as that  of
the Secretary of State for Indiz, and comprnising  the
representatives of all parties.” DBut he was less ¢coura-
geous im his gettled convictions 1han Sir Robert Haml-
ton, andd his reticence he 1hus explains—' So loupg as |
was m  the publie gervice, farthful to the {raditions of
the Civil Service, U heid my peace, bul now that 1 amn
free to speak ! ask for the hosprtalilty of vour eolnmuns.
not becamse I ciaim any special value eor oniginality for
mv opintons, bul because 1 think that 1t mav  interest
thosc who are again studving ond discussing the elernal
Irish questian, in the hght thrown upon 1t hy Lhe mani-
Testo of the Reimm Assecration, to learn the concln-
s10ns which were independently {ormed by a man wha
was Under-Secretary during s1v stormy years—who went

to ITreland an uncompromising supporter of law and
order, but otherwise with am open mimd, free irom pre-
conceived opinlons and  anxious to consider Irish gues-
sions 1o a judicial spirit.” Sir West Ridgeway, in his
fevter tp the Relorm Asseciztion, which also appears in
the ' Times,’ says that since his retirement from  the
Irish Under-Secretaryship ke has never ceased to be a
vigilaut but necessarily silent observer of Irish poli-
ties, and when a Unionist (fovernment came into power
with an overwhelming majority at its back, believing as
he did in the gemerous and far-sighted views of its lea-
doys, he expected muoh, but confessed to some disap-
pointment at the results which have been achieved.

Several Rea! Grievances,

hie points out, remain unredressed, and other important
questions have not been touched, or, 1f touched, quickly
dropped. Koremost among ithese is the University ques-
tton. * We ail know,” he says, ' Mr. Baliour’s states-
manlike views on this imporiant subject, but the extre-
mists of the Unionists forbid him 1o do justice to the
Roman Cathohes of  freland. Nor can we reasonably
hiope that tle Upposition when in power will dare to
grasp this nettle, and consequently we mwoderate men are
forced to the conclusion that if {his guestion, on which
the peace and contentment of Treland so largely depend,
18 ever to be setlled, it must be settled in Ireland Ty
the 1rish themselves.' The policy pursted by 1he Moore-
Cralg gombiuation of revolters in refusing to allow jus-
tica 1o 'be done te lhe Catbolics of [reland in the mat-
ter of University education is one of the factors in
their  drreconcitable policy which S8ir West nudgeway
ithmbs spells aivasler to the Union.

For the latest up-to-date labor-saving implements get
a Bemwcia Dise Plough. 1t ploughs  the ground. It
dises the greund. It pulverizes the ground, at the one
operation. —MORROW BASSETT & CO ..

A noticeable feature of the meeling at the Town 11all
Lo discuss the question ol preferential trade (says the
Melbaurne * Argus ’) was the evident fecling of hostility
on the part of a section of the audience provoked by the
mentton ot Mr, Chaprberlam’s name.  Particularly  was
ihis to be observed when any reference was made to
Soulh Atrican affairs, especrally with regard Lo the 1n-
troduction ot Chese Jabor on the Rand. A large pro-
pottwon of Lhe audience seemed unable for a time 1o
dismuss tpe matter from their minds, and whenever pos-
s1ble they harked back Lo 1t by means of inlerjections,
When Mr. Isaacs, M T R, characterised as a crime 1ihe
einnloyment of Chinese on the South African mines, the
remark was recelved with applause.
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