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France are merely imitations of those formerly pro-
duced at the Grande CUhartreuse. The liquidator claimed
the right 'of seizing the trade mark and lahel used: by
the manks, and they are now adopted by the firm with
whom he negoliated. Sieps have, however, been taken
o expose the deceplion.  Fn #his country the use of the
labe! would be treated as frawdulent, for it was regis-
iterdd here (Mngland) as a {rade-maik in 1876,

Jubilee of the Immaculate Conception.

Gur 1shue of  Uhis weeh coincdes auspiciously wilh
the golden jubilec of the proclamation of the dogma of
the Immaculate Conception. Fifty vears ago to-day—
on December 8, 1854—Dws IX,, 1n the midst of a
picturesque assemubly of over two hundred bishops from
all parts of the world, issucd the following solemn defi-
nilion :(—

‘ To the hanor of the lloly and Undivided Trinity,
for 1he grace and adornment of the Virgin Mother of
God, for the exaltation of the (‘fatholic faith and the
increase of the Christian religion, by the authority of
our Lord Jesus Uhrist, of the Blessed Aposties Peler
and Paul, and Our Own, We declare, pronounce, and de-
fime  that the feaclhing which helds that the Blecsed
Virgin Mary was, by a swngnlar grace and privilege of
Almighty Geod, xn virtlue of the metits of Jesus Christ,
thie Saviour of the human race, preserved free  from
evory, taint ot erigimal sin, at the first moment of her
conceplion, has heen revealed by God, and 15 {herelore
stropgly and constantly 4o be believed by all the faith-
ful.’

Though defined only fifty years ago as an artlicle of
faith, the doctrine vf the Inunaculate Conception wus
part of the original deposit of sacred truth  left by
Christ to s Church.  ° It has always,” savs a learned
Jesuit theologian, ‘sbeen implicitly heliewed in the
Church.,  Though several theologians wrote against 14,
it is doubtiul whelher they understood the doctrine as
now Wdefined ; it so, they werc against the ancientl {ra-
dition and the ' sensus fdehivm 7'’ In Mary's case,
(God’s mercy mnterposed and saved her from the stawn of
original sin which, as the daughter of a fallen race,
she would otherwise have contracted. This singular
privilege was bestowed upou her for the suke of 1lim
Who way to be bornr ot her anrd through ' IlIis  merits
foreseen.” l.ong  helore, God held hack the mishing
waters of the Jorndan sio that they aboulil not teouch
the Ark of the Covenant In lhike manuner e stayed
the flood of evil, so that 1t should nol contamnate,
even fior an nstant. the soul of ¥lis Virgin Mother, of
whom the Ark was a type and mmage. ‘ Christian chil-
dren,” saye a Catholic theologian, © arc sanctified at the
font : St. John the Bapilist was samctifed while stall
unborn ; Bary was sancliued earlier still—viz , in the
first mement of her conception.’ The same Chmist Who
redecmed ‘s 1edeemed her, Iler high privilege  came
through Iis grace Apostrophising the Divine Saviour,
Bossuet says: *Thou  art irnocent by nature, Mary
only by grace, Thou by excellence, she only by privi-
lege ; Thou as  Redecmer; she as the first fwuit  of
ihose whom Thy Precious Blood lhas puribed.’ As far
back as February 2, 1819, Pope Pius IX. had, through
{he encyclical * Ubi Primum °, requested all the Catiiche
episcopale throughout the worid to give frank and fuil
expression to their views and wishes on the subject of
the sinlessnoss of the Virgin Motlher of God and  to
entreat ihc prayers of the faithful for divine guidance.
¢ The definition °, says a historian of the period, ' was
accepted by Gallicans as well as by Ultramontapes, for
it was notorious ihat the whole episcopate gave {ull
assent to the doctrines of the papal Bull

"

A Protestant * Manual of Imstruction’ befom us (by
Rev. Vernon Staley) docs not accept the doctrine of the
Immaculate Conception. But it admits a beliel * that,
with @ view to her future destiny as the Mother of the

Lord, she wasl, like the Prophet Jeremiah amd fthe Bap-
iist, spectally sanclified from the womb, and lived a
lfe of spotless innocence. How,” exclaims the writer,
‘ could she otherwise have been fitied for her high and
mysierious olfice as Mother of the Incarmate God ?°
The gowmplele reasonabieness of 1he doctrine of the gin-
lesyness ¢ Mary irom the first moment of her exist-
cnee fimds, however, easy acceptance on the part of the
many Protestant clergymen and divines wito come into
the wnily ol Ghe one tiue Fold of Christ. Onc of the
most brilliant and scholarly of recent comwerts is, un-
doubtedly, the Rev. Dr. de Costa. In his interesting
work, * From Canterbury to Rome,” this cultured divine
writes 1m pa’ll. as follows regaprding his accepbance of
tihs ancient doctrine of Lhe Catholic faith —

“‘The Protestant reader will possibly feel some sur-
prise on heing told lhat, in appreaching the subject of
tho Immaculate Conception, little difficulty was experi-
enced, and that the great truth was at last joyfully 1e-
ceived.  Indeod, there came to be a feeling of wonder
ihvat what was perfectly reasomable shonld so long have
been hidden trom my eyes, which was all the more
noticeable from the fact, that, like ali the teachings of
the Catholic Church, this i$ in accordance with the whole
tenor of Holy Scripture and 1s moreover plainly indi-
cated 1n the New Testament. For example, it -was
argued, if Jdhn the Baplist needed sanctification from
his burth to become a herald of the Saviour, how much
fore necesFary was immaculate punty on the part of
one appointed to be the Mother of the World's Redee-
mer, and whose flesh and blood was to be His own very
Flogh and Blood. Again, our Blessed Lord 'declared that
Ihs Flesh and Blood were the true Manna, while St
Paul said that all these things were figures of things to
come.  Turning therefore to the Old Testament, it was
founid that the Manna appowmnted to be reserved was
rlaced v an ark of incorruptible wood, being specially
contawed 1n a vase of pure gold previously refined. The
conchusion seemed 1rresistible. T'his pointed to the Im-
naculate Conception.

© Uil further, n the Revelation of St. John, was
secm the woman clothed with the sun, about to give
birth to a child who was to rule the nations and whom
thie dragen was vammly wailing to devour. Here again,
weemed o be an 1llustration of thal 1mmaculate virgin-
al purity taught by God’s Angel whem he saluted the
Blessad \rrem as *t Full of Grace '’ (gratia plena), Je-
rome’s iranslation of {he perfect participle (kecharito-
mena). 1t was evident that the king James firamslptor
i attempling to pervert the authority of Jerome, by
rendering the Greek as ‘** highly favored,” followed the
erampic set 1 a thousand other renderings that form
deliberale mulilations of God's Word 1n,the interest of
IMotestantism.

¢ It was atb last seen that the truth of the ITmmacu-
late Conceplion was one of the most anpremt known in
the world’s rehgious thought; and it was impossible
to suppose that the Churel, founded and endowed with
all teapliny and disciplinary power, Lad made a tremen-
dous mistake on a point so deep and vilal,

‘'Lhe rejection of the Immaculate Conception, lhere-
fore, forms a complete rejection of the Church of Christ.'

A seleran in the persqn of ex Superintendent Toohey
has joaned the majority. Mr. Toohey, Lefore his arrival
i Melbourne 1 the early fillies, had becn a membet of
the Rosal Ingh Constabulary. Tor over 20 years he
was in charge af Geelong station as seigeant, and sub-
sequently had control of Emerald 11l as sub-ingpector.
As Superintendent he supervised the Burke police  dis-
trict, ang retired in 1894, In the w.ﬂd days o_f the dig-
gings Mr. Tooliey, as serpeant, was innvolved in ma:ny
excilmg  adventures with the lawless characters who
were attracted by ibe gold, and whe too frequently ob-
tained more than their fair share of the mllo-ny's latent
wealth without the trouble of digging for it.
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