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sirokes, opencd up the coveied glories of one of those
famous * jeweller's shops ' where the yvellow methl lay
ik dust, grans, and luwps from the size of a pea to
that of an cmu egg. ‘The wild inrusqh of population
from the ends of the earth soon drew a population of
40,000 souls to the banks of the yellow Yarrowee. In
the mad scramble for sudden ard easy wealth, ploughs,
flocks, schools, ships, stores, and offices were deserted |
ordimary busuness was paralyséd :+ and there were many
who icarcd that 1ne good tortune of Vietoria (the Port
Philhip Settiement. as it was then called) would prove,
Itho the juchless gold of Nibelungen, a sourke of ruin ly
the colony. .

Matters, however, soon righted themselves. For did
not pedple scon discover that gold was to be easily and
more surely won by leading, clobhing, housing, and genec-
rally catering ior Lhe needs of the ever-increasing popu-
laton of muners 7 Tlie miner, oo, 1t he ot up the
colony's wealth, did so wilh a milistone pound his nech.
Thid was uhe digger’'s license-tee of thnty shillings a
month (1mcieased for a time Lo £3 per month) for a
modest ¢laim  of ewght  feet square.  The license-fee
chafed beeause the miners objected o the principle  of
taxation withoul ropresentalion (they had no voles atl
parliamentary eleciious) | because that heasy tax upon
thewr mmdustry was imposed under ihe wholly erronejus
mpression  that everyone who went to tae woldiield,
must necessarily mahe a forlune , and becausc of ihe
otlious and 1rritating methods by which the fee was col-
lected.  Police and goldfield Uommissioners fell nto an
unpleasant habit of ordering miners to stand and  de-

liver their magic bit of blue license paper, sometimes
several tlumes a ‘day. ° Diggershunting’ rapudly Jdevel-
oped 1nLo a sclence. ‘There was a little bnigade of

gpies, informers, plain-clothes constables, etc., and fresh
ruses were deylsed trom day lo day ito circtimyent  the
nimble (and  somelimes starving) miner whose licemnse-

fees wele 1n arrearsy,
-

As a rule the battue was conducted in the [ollowing
way : A detachment of horse and foob, in shirmishing
ordeg, surroundad the guarter of the mimmg-field sclee-
ted as the objeclive of the lax raid. They then closed
in as rapudly as possible, like a Imipg net, about e
miners. ‘lhe first sight of the umforms was greeled
with the warning cry: * Trap ! drap! Joe! Joc!''
Then ensued & wild hurry-shurry from the raiders on
the part of the afinighied gold-wechers who had neglec-
{ed lo provide themselves with the talismanmic it of
biue,’ or to varry 1t o therr pochets  Some of the de-
faulters triedl to get through the uniformed cordon of
digger-hunters.  Otbers made for the irendly cover of
the neighboring  bush, while newunted lvocopers, wilh
drawn swords, rode af tull specd to  head them ofi’
The majority sought a brding-plase wilhin  the fast
closing cirele ol purswers.  Some concealed themselies
uvnder the bumhs m therr lenis ; others scrambled down
shafts and (as tbe saying ran) ' pulled the hole in after
ihem.” A goodly batch of priscners—sometimes sixiy
of more—was the opdwnary result of a digge-hunl ‘They
were handcufied together, marched off Lo the police
camtp, and chatned to Iogs m the open awr until brought
for trial before the Commisstoners. The proceedings
were yery brief and summary and cnded in a fine of €5
or ypwards, 'or m Lerms of impnisonment with or witi-
oul hard lahor.

*
Ag a rule, the treaiment of the miners was harsh
and exasperaling Yo a degree.  ‘The goldfields oflicialy

seem 1o have displaygd a lamentable lack of the inost
ordinary tlacl wn their methods ot enloreing an odious
and, ;. the mabn, oppressive law  As a result, a fecl-
ing of marked hostility grew up against the police (white
and Bach) and against the officials generally.  Petlty
reprisals fook place Ifrom time to time anyl feeling found
auproarious vent in the canvas and  weatherboard
theatres, in rough-and-tumble anti-police harlequinad-s,
and in the topical songs and melrical gibes of Thatcher.,

.

.By 1853 the agitalion against license-fees had

found
organised expression. Same blood ghed during a colli-
sion belween miuers and police in Baltarat brought mat-
ters near a ciisis. The increased acrimony thereafler
thrown into digger-hunts strengthened the hands of a
strong and aclfve winornily who opposed constitimtionat
agitation and held that the time had come to win their
rights by aimed resistance. Foremost among those
was PPeter Lalor, a native of Queen’s County (Ireland).
He was  elected commander-in-chief.  Verne, a Hano-
verian, was next in command, After him came Thiomas
Kemnedy, a Scotsman, whoese motto ran i—

‘ Moral persuasion is all a humbug ;
Nothing convinces like a lick i the lug.’

Anwomg the other leaders of the movement were Car-
honl Kaftaellio {an ex-Garibalian Italian), and James
Esmend, the discoverer of the first payable goldfield in
Victoria. The * Ballarat Times’ warmly champipned
the cause of armed resistance to the obnoxicus iax.
Firearms of every kind were indusiriously collected or
commangeered ; pikes were forged ; and an elementary
and aimless form of drill went on night and day. At
the close of November, 1834, shops were closed and
business was paralysed in Ballarat., (eelong and Mel-
boucrne reacted to the tension of the crisis. Troops were
1apidly set in molien for Baltarat. On November 30,
al the height of the crisis, the Commissioners, with
incredhible folly, sel out upon one of the mosi irritating
displays of digger-hunting thal had ever taken place ip
Ballaral. 11 was the last digger-hunt that was ever
witinessed in Victoria. .

The armed miners were encamped within a
stockade of slabs, ropes, and overturnod carts at  the
Fureka, enclosing ahout an acre of ground. They kept
guard carelessly, feeling securc against attaclk 11l the
arrival of Sir B. Nichle's reinforcement of eight hundred
men, who weare tramping along on their {oitsome way
from Aelbourne. One miprning before daybreak—it was
December 8, 1834—Captain Thomas, of lhe local garri-
son, moved gquietly on the Stockade with 276 infantry
and meunted men. Blartial law had nol beem pro-
clatmed nor the Ruot Act read, comparatively few dig-
gers were within the enclosure, and they were caught
napping. There was a  shorl, sharp struggle.  Four
soldiers were hilied and a few wounded. OFf the mikers,
thurty-five lo forly weie slaim and a hundred and
iwenty-five lakon prisoners. The whole affair was over
in bwenly-fise menutes.  Verne, the sword-clanker—the
gecomd n gommiand  of ihe miners—zot safely away
rather eatly m the fray for his veputlation as a fighter.
Rattaello, the ex-(raribaldran, was caplured up the sod
cluimmey ot lus  tenl. Lalor, 1he commander-h-chief,
fell severely wounded eariy in the actiom. A pikeman,
concealed him by covering hnm with slabs. The same
evening he was hurried away to the ranges on Irather
Smyth's horse, s wounds dressed, and his broken arm
amputated. A reward of £500 was cffered for his cap-
ture, but his friends were lrue to him. The news of
the struggle at the llureka Siockade wemt lthe wildire
ihnaugh the colony. Public sympathy, expressed in
mass meelngs, surged in a high tide in favor of tLhe
nuners’ demands.  When, early in I855, lhirleen of the
Ilureka prisoners were arraigned in Melbourne for high
ireasiom they were acquitted amidst the frantic plaudits
of the wwllitudes assembled instde and outside the
court. A general amnesty followed ; the monthly li-
cense-fea was abolished-—im its stead was issued a miner’s
right at twenly shillmmgs (subsequenlly reduced to five
shilhings) a year ; and ithe phace of 1he hated Commis-
sioners was taken by Local Courts, Mining Boards, and
Wardens' Cenrts,  ‘The coowning resuld of the” Stockade
insurreciion was the separation of Vicloria from  the
mother c¢olony of New South Wales and the granting of
a new Cdnstilutive, which received the royal assent on
July 21, 1855. IHumfiray, the leader of the peace party,
and Lalor, the Rienzi of the ‘party of armed repistance,
were clected as the first representatives of Ballarat,
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