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dred priests have gone forth from its hallowed wally,
and the missionaries irom All Hajlows are to be found
bringing the consolations of religion Lo the scattered
exiles of krin whithersoever thay may have roamed.
I'rom what 1 have said iy.ou will, | flhink, conclude with
me that at no period of Irelamd’s history has the niety
of her faithful people shone with brighter lustre, or been
enriched with greater truitfuiness, than at the present
day. Throughout the 18th century, persecution for re-
ligion's sake cast its shadows, dark and decp and
gloomy, over the land. In the beginning of vhe last
contury the first dimr rays of cheering light appeared.
At the ctose of the century we hnd thht the ciouds have
heen scattered, and that the sun of Catholic Faith is
sending forth its joyous rays in meridian splendor.
‘The Prophecy of St. Malaghy.

You will allow me to Bring this somewhat discur-
sive paper bo a close by prasenting 0 you the beautiful
prophecy of the great Archbishop of Armvagh, St. Mai-
achy, as registered in the Life of the Venerable Martyr-
Primate, Oliver Plunkett, who died for the Faith at
Tyburn, in 1681. The prophetic virtue of St. Malachy
ig altested by his bogom friend St. Bernard of Clair-
vaux ; and this particular prophecy bears with it the
attestatron of its genuineness from mno less an authority
tivan Mahillon, 'who stands foremost among the famous
Benedictine writers of the Monastery of St. Maur. 1t
was only alter seven hundred years that the prophecy
wag to be fulfilled, ‘This explains why it was  that
greater attention was not extended o 1% in the 17ih
century; at tlhe time Mabillon atiested 1ts genulneness.
The prophecy 15 as follows —A few vears before the
Anglo-Norman invasion of Ireland, St. Malachy was
stricken with his fatal illness in the Monastery of Clamr-
vauX, In France. In his dying monents he was seen to
shed tears, and those standing by asked why he thus
wept, and the reply is given in Lhat authentic document.
* Woeas me,” sad St.  Malachy ; * alas for my muined
country ! alas for the Holy Church of Ged !' How long,
how long dost thiou forget us ¥  llow long, my country,
art thou consumed with sorrow 7° A little after, as if
someone had spoken to him, he said--* Be of goad heart,
my son ; the Church of God in Ireland shall never fail.
With terrible discipline, long shail she be purified. Bunt,
afterwands, far amd wide, shall her magmficence shinc
forth in cloudless glory, and, oh ! Ireland, do thou lift
up vay head. ‘T'hy day also shall come ; a day of ages,
a week of centuries, equalling the seven deadly sims of
thy enemy,shall he numbered unto thee. Then shall
thy exceeding great merits have obtained mercy for ihy
terrible toe, yet so as through scourges as great and en-
during. Thy enemies who are 1n thee shall be driven
out and humbled, and their name taken,away. But in-
asmuch as thou art depressed, in so much thou shalt be
exalied, and thy glory shall not pass away. ‘tnere
shall be peace in abundance witdun thy bonwdaries, and
beauty and strength in thy defences.’ After this, Mal-
aghy was spent for a while. ‘Then, with a loud and juy-
ous voice, ha exclaimed, ‘ Now, O Lord, dost "Thou dis-
miss Thy servant in peaee. 1t is enough. The Church
of God in lreland shall never fail, and tho’ long shall
it be desired, my country shall one day stand forth
in its might, and be fresh in its beauty, like the rose.’
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ARCHDIOCESE OF WELLINGTON

{From out own correspondent.)
November 25.

The mission al St. Joseph's, Buckle street, was
brought to a close on Sunday evening by the TRev.
Father MacDermott, in the presence of a crowded con-
gregation. ‘'the mission in Thorpdon will e opened at
the 10 o’clock Mass on Sunday next, and wiil be con-
tinued during the whole of next week. _

On briday evening, on the tenth amniversary of his
ordination Lo the priesthood, the Rev. Father ains-
worth was entertained by the parishiomers of Wellington
South at a conversazione in the schoolroom, and pre-
sented with an address and a purse containing about 45
spvereigns. The first parf ol the programme con-
sisted ol a comcert under the management of Mr. 8.
Cimino. Among those present were the Rev. Fathers
O’Shea, MacDermott, Kimbell, Venning, and Graham.
The chair was occupied by Mr. James O’Sullivan., At
the conclusion of the concert the chairman, in a neat
and bappy speech, explained the object of the gathering,
and conveyed to Rather Ainsworth the good wishes of
hig people. The presemtation was to be made by Mr.
James Bourke, of Kilbirnie, a Catholic pioneer, whose
generosity in the Catholic cause is so well known. Un-

forlunately owing to indisposition Mr. Bourke was un-
able to be present, and in his stead his son, Mr. Thos.
Bourke, handed to the Rev. Father the purse and called
on Mr. E. Fitzgibbon to read the address, which is to
be illuminated by the local Sisters of Mercy. The
chairman then on behalf of Mr. Philpolt presented Father
Arnaworth with an oil painting of himself. The work is
undoubtedly a fine one, and speaks well for Mr. Phil-
pott’s future as an artist. Father Ainsworth made a
very teeling reply. Iie skeiched briefly his career as a
priest, from his ordination in Meanee to bis location in
Wellinglon South. Now, thanks to the grace of God,
ubey bad a beauliful church, a commwdiocus school, a fine
presbytery, and splendid grounds. 7The congregation
had almost  irebled within the lasl iwo years, and
everything was working smoothly. His people had re-
sponded nobly o his appeals, and the people cutside his
parish  had been very kind and generous. Ie trusted
that he would be long permitted to labor in their
midst. He'oould not say all he would wish to say,
but he {hanked them all ior their kindness and gene-
rosily. ‘o Mr. Philpott he was specially grateful. is
future ag an arilst was a very promising one, and as
an artist his first desire was to have his work hung in
the House of God. The church of Wellington South
wag already adorned with the works of his genius. The
Rev. Father (V'Shea, parish priest of Te Ano, also spoke
of the ability and zeai of Father Ainsworth, * His
fellow-ciergy were proud eof him, and he thoroughly de-
served aill the good things said concerning him. A% the
conclusion of the presemtation refreshments were dis-
pensed 1n the club room by the ladies of the parish, and
a pleasant soclal evenlng  was spent. The commities
are deserwving of every credit. for the splendid arrange-
ments made, and the ladies as usual had everything up-
to-date 1 Lhe refreshment room. Mr. Parkingon had a
deal of hard work as seeretary, and he got through it
in & most creditable manner.

On Thursday evening Messrs. McKeowen and Coyle,
who represented the New Zealand Catiwlic Young Men
al the recent Conference in Melbourne, were entertained
by the Catholic Club in St. Patrick’s Hall. The chair
was occupier by the Rev. Father Kimbeil, There was a
crowded attendance.  Aller the usual toast of the * Pope
and the King’' had been proposed by the chairman and
duly honored, Mr, [, Fitegibhon, president of the Fede-
ration, proposed the toast ol the delegates. He ie-
ferred to tune good that would accrue Lo dhe New Zea-
land socicties as a result of the visit, and appealed to
Catholic young men to unite so that they might the
beiwer support their cletgy in promoting the cause of
Holy Chiurch for the welfare 'of all. On behalf of the
federated socleties he thanked the delegates for the able
maaner wi which they had fulfilled their mission, and for,
the many sacrifices they had made. The toast was re-
celved with great enthusiasm. The delegates in their
response gave an immteresting acoount of their visit. Thep
realised more than ever what a grand thimg it was to
be a member of the Oatholic Church. Enverywhere they,
were treated witnh the utmost hospitality, and before
their departure they bad the honor of an interview with
his IKmipence the Cardinal—an interview which will live
long 1n the memory of the delegates. The Rev. Father
Kimbell, in replying on behali of the clergy, referred to
the recent uttelance of the German Emperor, whom the
Rev. Father described as one of the adlest yet not most
diplematic sovereigns of Kurope. The threat was one
of his Imperial Majesty's vagaries. The Catholics were
among the most loyal of his German subjects ; they
held the balance of power in the Reichstag, and it was
absurd for the Emperor to speak as he had done. ‘The
rev. speaker also expressed the hope thal the young men
would meet the clergy more often than ihey had done
and make themselves known, a sentiment that was 1e-~
ceived with applanse, Songs and recitations were given
hy the following gentlemen :—Messrs. T. Leahy, E. J,
tlealy, J. Quinlan, H. Fitzgibbon, A. Hawkins, A.
Searle, T. O'Sullivan. Mr. W. McLaughlin played the
accompaniments during the evening. He was accorded a
hearty vote of thanks for his kindness, The procead-
ings were terminated by the singing of * Auld lang syne.

The executive of the Federation are at presert com-~
piling a report aon the work done at the Melbourne
Conference. ‘I'his report will be read at the coming
Conferemce In Dunedin on Chrislmas Day, to which alb

the socleties in the Colony have heen asked to send de-
legates.

The Catholic Literary Society’s meetings are to he
continted during the summer months. This arrange«
ment will be welcomed by all desirous of improving
themselves in the art of speech and debate.

The adjourned general meeting in connection with the
memorial Lo the late Brother Mark, was held in St.
Patrick’s Hall on Friday evening. On the motion of
Mr. Martin Kennedy, seconded by Mr. D. Ryan, it was
decided to endow St. Patrick’'s College with an extra
sohplarship, to ‘be competed for by pupils of the Boul«
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