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{Concluded. )}

In nro country in the world will you find more
practical or mwoie effective instatutions 1n every
an:h of charity than in Ircland; end, count-

less though these institutions are now, they have _all
sprupg 1nto exisience, and have been orgahised, since
the beginming of the century. On the occasion of my
last pilgrimage to lreland, I visited St. Vincent’s Hos-
pital in Dubhin, and found eighty-six Sisters of Charity
and nurses there, mimstering Lo the sick in all the most
repulsive phases of disease and sufiering. The same
Kisters have under their charge in Dublip and its
suburbs the Children's Hospital and the Convalescent
Home, and the Hospice for the Dying, besides the far-
famed lmstitution 1or the blind at Merrion. The Sisters
of Mercy, with mno less heroic devotedness, mlnlgs‘ter to
the sick in the Mater Misericordiae Hospital, which has
been jusily styled ihe palace of the poor sufferers; in
the Jervis Stireet Iospital, in St. Michael's Hospitlal at
Kingstown, and in the Sanatorium at Drumcomdm\. All
these are public monuments and abiding proots 01‘ char-
ity and religion 1n Dublin on the part of two Sister-
hoods. 1n all the other caities—Wateriord, Cork, Bel-
fast, and elsewhete—we see the same heroism of charity
linked with the religious life. ‘ithere la no class of suf-
ferers, or straying ones, but are brought within the
gphere and influence of Catholic charity. The poor, the
biind, and the deat and dumb are cared for, _and are
trained and instructed in various hranches of industry.
The Magdalens are brought to the feet of the Goud
Shepherd. Provision is made for orphans and widows.
The ‘indigent and helpless sick are visited and wursed in
their own homes. May 1t not he truly said that in the
daily work of the Irish convents we sce combined 1n all
their perfection religious culture and charity of religion?
1 entered an umpretentious building, the Loreto Coan-
vent, in Stephen’s Green. I found in one department
Heven Hundred Poor Children

receiving all the Dlessings of religious educatien. In
another departmount two hundred young ladies were be-
ing trained under tbe rules of the intermediate schools,
whiust wm a third department fifly or sixty olhers were
being, prepared for ihe Umversily honors. 1 entered
King's Inn Street School, ang Gud one thousand  four
hundred poor children tramed mm every branch of know-
jedge that van be useful Lo them m their [uture career
ol hie., At Gardiner street I see one thousand six
hundred children under the Sisters’ care ; at North Wii-
liam strect one thousand five hundred , and so on in
countless other primary and ntermnediate schools I do
not hesitate to say that in no part of the world will
you find greater religious culture or charily mere hap-
pily blended with religian tihan m the [rish convent
schools. Wlhen we speal of the Irish nuns, it must be
borne in mind that their apostlolate 18 nol restricted
witmn the four seas of the Westenn island. They are
to be found in flourishing communities in the United
4iates and Canada, here among ourselves in Australia,
and wherever the lrish emigrant has found aYhome. But,
furtlier, ihey will be met in all the approved congreza-
tions on the Continent ; Lhey minister to the sick anpd
teach schools tn Rome itself. Irish convents of devoted
nuns wiil be found in Rio Janeiro and Gihraltar, in
Madrid and Lisbon and Seville. Amongst the martyred
Sisters of Charity at Tientsin, in China, was  Sister
O'Sullivan, f~om the County Cork, a nun whom } may
clatm as one of my own hith and kin.  An Irish bishop,
on pilgrimape to Jerusalem a few vears ago, visited the
hospital 1 that holy city, maintained at the expense of
the Sultan. He found three lrish Sisters in  charge.
He went on to Damascus. The schools there are under
the care of the French Sisters of Chanty. He asked
was there any Iinglish-speaking Sister amongst them.
He found an Irish Sister from the County of Wicklow.
who for so mauy years had bean teaching in Arabic that
she had almosty forgotten the Emglish language. When 1
was returning some time ago from Australia, I met in
Colembo sit Irish Sisters who were teaching in {b»
Singhalese schools, and whom, as children, I had con-
firmed when Bishop of Ossory.

The Many Beautiful Churches
that have been ereclted in every diocese of Ireland dur-
ing the century are a proof, which none can gainsay, of
the gemfierous enthusiasm of the faithful people, and of
their whole-hearted devotedness to the cause of religion.
1t must be borne in mind that sach stately sacred
edifices in Jreland are enduring monuments, at the

——

same time, of the national amd of the religious life of
the whole Irish race. 'The Government will devote its
energy to erect out of the public funds palatial residen-
ces for its representatives ; its army of officials will be
fully equipped ; barracks will be multiplied for the mili-
tary authorities ; stately burldings will serve as courts-
of-law, or as prisons for the evildoers ; by a sort of
md®.ery, vast palaces, called work-houses, will serve
for the 1mprisonment of the poor. The Irish people
nave auned at higher and nobler 1deas. 1t ;'was religion
alone thal sustained them in the unparalieled ordeal of
the nation's martyrdom ; it was the divine lesson  of
their faith ihat comiorted them and strengthened them
throughout the centuries of humiliation and suffering,
Lnited with their priests, they bore the brunt of ‘the
battle for Catholic iruth. As trophies of the glorious
victories they have achieved, they will erect the most
enduring monuments which art or religion can imspire.
Thus it ig that the beautiful church and cathedral in
Ireland is not onlv a home of piety and a centre for
divine worship ; 1t is, mroreover, a symbol and a cit-
adel of faith amd pairiotism, of enlightenment and pro-
Sress,
Under the Penal Laws

there were practicaily no Catholic churches in the king-
dom. The cathedrals and other nmionuments of piety
crected v the ages of faith were assigned to an alien
creed, It was only in some sccrei recess in the citiey
and towns, or in the bogs and mouniains in the country
distiicts, that ihe Holy Sacrifice could be offered. it
was penal 1o assist at Mass , it was penal to celebrate
Mass. In the life of the illustrious Dr. Doyle it is
nmentioned that he made his religious profession in  a
thatched cabin that served for a chapel. 1t was in a
s:miar hut that he was consecraled Bishop of Kildare
and Lewghlin. -During my stay in lreland in 1902 I
visiled, in the County of Cork, one of those hallowed
Comig-an-Ofirain attags that are still held. in vengration
hy the faithiul, The rude altar, consisting of a heap of
rocks, was erected in the deep recess of a cave that
opened on a narrow inlet of the sea. On the slope of
the hill at the opposite side of the sea-inlet the faith-
ful assembled. A flag signal notified to them the o
ginning of Mass, the Ofiertory, the Elevatiom, the Com-
mumon, the efd of Mass. ‘'I'ne devout worshippers
knelt unde- the broad canopy of heaven, but their heroic
devoledness and fervent prayers ascended as fragrant in-
cense betore (tod’s throne., When a sorl of tolenapee at
[ength pernutted rude barn-like huts tio be used as places
of Cathol'e worship, the Protestant land-proprietors
otten mmsisled as a condition that 1in the harvest time the
loor ol these chapels would be used for threshing pur-
poses. 1 lound tlis te have been the case in some dis-
tricts ot my old diocese of Ossory. In a Limerick dis-
{ricl, where this conditlon was insisted on, a new
pastor was appointed in charge. The usual message was
brougnt to lim that the time for the lhreshing was at
hagd  * Go back fo your master,” he said to the mes-
senger, * and tell him that 1f he dares 1o imeddle with
or desecrate my chapel, 1 will send him home with a
sorer and perhaps a wiser head. "The despot and This
men came with the corn on the appoinled «ay. They
did not thresh ihe corn, however ; the thrashing process
awatted fhemselves. 7The priest was there to meet
them at the head of a bedy of stalwart parishioners,
who were fully equipped for the thrashing process. And
well they performed their task, ‘The landlord himself
fully appreciated the firmmess and the courage of the
priest, and became his faithful friend for many vyears,
At the present day beautiful chorches and cathedrals

ate to be found in every parish and diocdese throughout
the kingslom,

The Work of Reconstruction

began immediately on the proclamsation of peace in 1815,
Interrupted tor a while by the famine years, it con-
tinued unabated till the close of the century. In a
memorandum presepted to Propaganda in 1846 by the
Irish bishops, 1:find it stated that withun.the preceding
thirty years (1816-1846) about two thousand watholic
churches had been erected in lreland ; and the following
details of a few of them are given . —

Cathedral of Dublin, finished in 1824, £50,000; St.
Paul’s, Arran quay, finished in 1845, £16,000; St. An-
drew’s, W. How, finished in 1842, £20.000 ; St, Nicho-
las’s, finished in 1840, £18,0600; St. ¥rancis's, finished
in 1840, £12,000 ; St. Audeon’s, finished in 1816,
£12,000 . St., Lawrence’s, finished in 1846, £12,000 :
Cathedral of Arinagh, finished in 1846, £15,000 ; parish
church, Dundalk, finished in 1842, £15,000; Cathedral,
Tuam, vonsecrated in 1836, £20,000; Cathedral, Newry,
consecrated in 1840, £15,000; Cathedral, Kilkemmy (in-
complete), 1840, £20,000; Cathedral Killarney (incom-
plete), 1840, £20,000; Cathedral, Ardagh,. commenced in
1840, £30,000 ; Cathedral, Carlow, commenced in 1832,
£16,000 ;  Cathedral, Killala, commenced in 1832,
£12.000. It would be difficult to forin an estimate of
the amount expended in Ireland in the erection of
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