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gift of the bridegroom. ™The bride was attended by her
sister, Miss L. Lyngh, who was attired in a pretty dress
of dove-colored Panama cloth, and wore a gold browch,
set with pearls, lhe gitt of bhe bridegroom. Mr. J.
Phelun, tother of the bridegroom, acted as hest man.
After the ceremony the guests drove to the residence of
M1, and Mis. McChesney, Arthur's Powmnt, where the
wedding brewkiast was partaken of by a large number of
guests.  The ey, Father O'Donnell, who preswded, m
felyitous speech proposed the health of the briude and
bridegronnt, both ol wihom he had known [rom child-
hood. OUther toasts, including that of the host and
hostess, were also duly honoted. With many good
wishes for their welfare 1he ‘happy couple left
GQueenstown, en route for Christchurch, where ihe honey-
moon was tg be spent. Mr. and Mrs. Phelan were the
reciptents of many useful and valuable presents, among
which were several cheques. In the afterncon Mr. and
Mrs. McChesney entertained the guests, many of whom
participated 1n a very pleasant drive to Arrowtown,
and tn the evenmg at a mosical party. At the con-
clusion ot the festivities the guests gave hearty cheers
for Mr. and Mrs. McChesmey, who had so generously en-
tertaincd them,

The Little Sisters of the Poor, Auckland

(From ocur own correspondent.)

On Sunday afternnoon, November 20, the new larpe
brick bmlding, erected for the ILattle Sisters of the
Poor, was opened by his Lordship the Righi Rov, Dr.
Lemhan 1n the presence of a large and representative
gatherimg ot the clergy and Jaity. The new portion
completed 15 three storeys high, and colmprises the cast-
ern wing and halt the ceatral portion of the present
scheme.  “I'he women will be located in the portion just
erccted, and wihich cost £600%.  When finally completed
1t will cost £15,000.  Messrs, 15 Mahoney and Son were
the arubtects

I1is Lordship the Right Rev. Dr. Lemhen addressed
those poesent, and said that the foundation of the Liltle
Sisters of the Poor was established 1n Auchland by the
late Bishop Luck in 1888. These Lattle Sisters rented
2 house in Hepburn street, and had to encounter all
the difficulties attendant upon the first starting of their
mstitiate,  Through the good influence of Mr ¥. Darby,
they sccured the site on which this mnew  house thas
been bulltl, and here they have worhed quietly and un-
ostentatiously, fifled with zeal 1n attending to their poor
old charges, comforting them 1 theiwr last davs and
preparing them for their great journey to elernity. The
wooden siructure contented the Sisters for a fune, but
Alnckiand has wmcreased m size, s0 also has dwstressing
poverty shown itself, and they have found 1t necessary
to remuild their house 1o accommedate a greater number
of applidants. Nine months ago we were assensbled tere
to assist  at the laying  of the foundation stone, and
now we are present at the blessing of this larme build-
mg to asSsure the Lattle Sisters of our appreciation of
their work, to congratuiate them on  their successfnl
opening and to promtse them that we shall do our ut-
most to ard them 1 reheiing the penury of our poer
and aged. What an, admirable work 1s this of the Little
Sisters ?

Sixty Four Years Ago
three Swsters founded the institute at San  Servan, in
Brittany, iheir object Dbeing to provide homes for the
aged poor cf both sexes, to feed them, clothe them, and
mimster to all their wants  See how the blessing  of
(jod has attended Uhis herole charity, for in Decemher
1903 we find that the Sisters number 5155 with 562
novices and portulants, walling upon ‘13,601}'&1(10(1 m-
mates 1 231 houses  located in FFrance, Belgium, Engp-
land, Spain, Portugal, ltaly, Switzerland, Turkey, and
65, houses in Asia, Alrica, America and Australasia. The
number of deceased who have had every care and atlen-
tion skown to them in their faslt moments is 302,126,
Can we realise thig vast army ? Oh, what an infinite
amount of good has been tone by fhese ladies who have
left the comfort of theirr own homes, deprived them-
selves of all werldly pleasure to wateh over and tend
the stranger who, in his last days, seeks an asylum
from the bulleting of a world which has no longer any
joy Tor mm. And how do they act with their charpes?
We see them gomg about day by day moving gquickly
and gaietly, intent only om their work, appealing to all
for their poor, grateful for any kindness, gracious in
any refusial, hoping always for some comfori for their
old people, trusting 1n the Providence of God and
mindful of the words of Scriptu-e, * Behold the birds of
the air, for they sow mnot, neither do they reap, unor

gather into harms., yet your Heavenly Father feedeth
them. Are not vou of much more valie than  fihey 7!
See them in therr bome in their quaint garb, always

bhusy, bright and happy, giving the kest of all to the
immates, and being content with the crumbs that are
over. In the changes lately made in their dwelling,
naturally, they had to put up with #nconvenience, hut
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while Uhe best places were given to the old folk, the
Sisters themselves were satistied with any place avaii-
able, laughing merrily over their diffioulties and making
hight of any trouble. Look at them superintending
and asststing in the garden and out-door work, having
a kwd word for all, and helping and assisting the old
people 1n every way. They act as their servants, as
their nurses, comiorting those who have been neglected
by their own kith and ks, and making their last days
full ot happiness. And how do they manage to dp
this * By tifpir. trust in Providence., Oar Lond  said
to His Apostles, * When 1 sent you without purse and
scrip drd you wamt anytiing P (Luke xxii,, 35), and the
Appstles answered * Nothing,” so with the Sisters. They
have embraced poverly in some of its most repughant
and humihating aspects ; their life is precarions, ham-
pered, and austere, but Almighty God multiplies on
bhewr behalf the. wonders of His grace wnd of Iiis
Fatherly love. Confidence in  God is wrilten largely
over their entrance, for there is no charitable institu-
tion that seems lo have grasped more thoroughly the
semtiment of thal touchrng phrase of the Psalms (1xx.},
‘Cast me not oft 1 the time of old age ; when my
strength shall fail, do thou not forsake me.’ How cold
and gloomy s the winter of human life. >lekness
works ite unaccountable and painful jreaks on the feehie
frame, gnawing iuscle and bone, pinioning it down
powerless and metionless, or agam working the nerves
with incessant trembling.  IF with all this, poverty and
lack of sheller have Lo be endured, and abandonment by
all'one's relatives, what compassion does not the lot
of such arouse in our hearts, and how glagly we should
;:ZOInC to the awd of these Little Sisters and Dless them
or
Their Noble Work,

They discharge the humblest of duties with the smiles
and forethougit of fihal piety and aftection together
willl bhe generous enthusiasm and the sublime  seli-
demial of a miother's heart. The Little Sisters never
enter 1nko rehigious discussions, they do not preach to
thelr old people. ‘They are content with loving them
and carmg ior them, and thus 1t comes to pass that
tuntact with suoh goodness causes even blighted hearts,
and hearts well nigh dead to all aftection, to be quick~
ened again with Iove for God and thetr fellow-creatures.
What dhall we do to show our sympathy in this work ?
Remember the words in Ruth (ii., 15). ~Ruth the Moa-
bitess used to go and glean bhe cars of corn that esca-
ped Uhe hands of the reapers in order to enable her to
matntpin her aged and ading relative, Noemi, and Booy,
the owner of the [ield, gave onders—' Ii she would ewven
reap wilh you, hinder her not; and Ilet fall some of
your handfuls ol purppse.’ These Little Sisters are the
gleaners n wearch of the spikes that have been over-
looked. Nothing comes amiss ta them, and readily they
pick up anything and everything that comes to hand.
I ask you toe be genercus in your offerings to-day and
say wn the words of Job (1v., 8-y, * According ta thy
abiily be meraiful, 1l thou shalt have much, pive abun-
dantly , 1t theu shalt have hittle, take care even go to
bestow willingly a litile, tor thus thou storest up  to
bhysell 2 good reward for the day of necessity.” That
day. of neceasity 18 the Day of Judgment, when Our
Lord wul say, * When [ was hungry vou gave Me toeat,
when [ was &irsty you gave Me 1o drink,” and in  our
surprise we shall ask, * When did we do these tuings ??
and Our Lord will reply, ' A% oflten as you did 1t to
one ot My Little. ones you did 1t to Me.’ 1 cannot Mmore
ntingly conctude than i the words of lsaigh (lviii,,
7-11), * Deal tby bread tio the hungry and bring  the
needy amd the harborless into thy house, when thou
sfialt see one naked, cover him, and despise not thy
own flesh.  Then  shalt  thy Dbght break forth in the
mornmg, and thy bealth shall speedily arise, and thy
wstice shall go hefore thy face, and the glory of the
Lord shall gather thee up. And the Lord will give
thee rest contmually, and will fill thy soul with bright-
ness and dehver thy bomes from the dust of the grave,
and thou shalt be ke a walered garden and Like a foun-
tain of waters whose waters shall not fail.’ i

Mr. V. G, Kwinglon spoke from personal knowledse
of thé work done by the Sisters in Auckland, stating
that 1t was not merely ihe physical comfort, but alse
the spiritial wants of the aged that they attended to.
The Bisitfop said the Sisters did not preach, but s
Lordshwp would pardon him when he said they did, for
ke contended the exampie they sel the old people in
their pions behatiour was a Very nmweh better sermon
than words.

Mr. ¥. k. Baume, M.IL.R, after extolling the Sis-
ters for the hencfits they were conferring on the com-
munity, sad they should receive support from all.

Sho#t addresses appreciative of the work of the Sis-
tess  were also delivered hy Messrs. I, Mahoney, J.
Court, (. J. Garland, and Hon. W, EBeehan, M.L.C,,
after which  the building was blessed by his Lordship
the Bishiop., A1l were loud in their praise of the fine
sticture, and the Sisters were heartily complimenied on
their good and great undertaking.
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