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Where Persecution Strikes

Persecution, like the bigotry of which il 1s the out-
come, has neither brains to fhink nor a heart tic fecl.
The perseculior i France, as that of the ponal gays 1n
ihe britash lsles, 15 chiefly directed against those wha
are the light of (atiolic hfe m the land.  But s har-
dest and heaviest blows iall upon tUthe poor and the
aflhcted. Some weeks ago a number of Fremch doctors
visited London and nspected 1ts great hospitals. One of
the vigitinrs tram acrass the Stratls of Dover made 110
sufiiciently clear {o a representative of the * Pall  Mall
Gazette ' uhaty the banmishment ot uvhe nuwns from  the
French hospatals is a heavy woe to ithe poor swuiferers
thare. The speaker 15 a member of the staff of one of
the leading Paris hospitals and had experience of sinular
work n Vienna and Berlin. * What has impressed us
most, perhaps,’  said he, ‘' after our frst astonishment
that s greal work as supported solely by voluntary
contributions, 1z the high standard of the nursing staff
not only herc hut in every hospital we have secen. You
seem to he able to attract a socially kigher and hetter
educated class tor the work than we can. Of course,
at presenl we ave very hadly oft in France. Mamy of
our hest nurses were religicuses.  ‘IT'hey have now  heen
deported, youn umder<tand. They were hnd to the
palients, but—eniin, they were 1ehigieuses. Now  we
have to educate a new supply of nurses, and I hope we
shaill be able to aliract the type of women you have.’

"

Perhaps. But the crude and heartless Saircy Gamps
of varnwous ages that were atiracted to one great muni-
cipal hospital m Maiseilles proved such a mghtmare 1o
the stricken poor that the bamished nuns had lo be re-
called. The same thing will, no doubt, happen Ifor the
same reason elsewhere  In the meantime 1t is mterest-
ing to learn trom a competent authority that the sick
in the ‘hospivals aie ' svery badly off 1n France’ as a
result ot the OUombes regime of proscriplion and persecu-
tlon.

When Man is Beast

‘ Man.' said liben Tlolden, * he can be any hind uv a
heast, Wub a panthier he can’t be nutiin’ but jest a pan-
tber,”  ‘The brute that 1s 1 hun commonly shows i
ways al thewr worst  during  the operations of  that
‘trade of harbarians,” war  Whether i Fast or West
practically every campalgn ol what 1s termed * cnvilised”
warfare has been spoiled over wilh savage incidents as
with a leprosy. White people were rightly horrified at
the wholesale slaughler of unresiwsting combatants and
of non-combatanls by hoth parties duting ithe Taeping
rebellyon in China. At Nanhin, for mmstance, the Tae-
pimgs are said to have letl only a hundred persous alive
out of a population of 20,000 that occupied the Tartar
guarler of that cty. el Caplam Blakiston {ells us
that the cruelties o! the Tappings were * hardly a
counlerparty of the l<ing {(Imperaly atrocities ' And he
1ells how, 1n the same crowded centre of population, the
Imperialists, 1 turn. *enjoyed a three davs' slaughier
and left neither man, woman, nor c¢hild m that unfor-
tunate oity.’ The Chino-Japanese conflict was  als)
stained by a three days’ massacrce by the victors at Port
Arthur, Ther swilt adoption of Western usages failed

to stand the rude iest of war,
»

However, Western warriors are littte entitled 1n
throw stones at 1lhe Shinto soldiers of Japan The
arms ol professedly Chrislian States have been all oo
frequently stained by similar atrocities, In 1821, fot
instance, a scatlcred Mussulman population resident n
(ireece are sald to have been cut off to the number of
about 20,000, At the sack of Tripolitza some 8000 per-
son> of every age and of hoth sexes were cruelly put
to death. 'To thiz day Lintish pecple cannot but re-
call with deep shame the fearful scenes of rapine and
slaughter that accompanied the sacking of Badajos and
San Sebastian during the Peninsula campaign., Thece
are many still Iiving whe can tecall the red orgles of
the Servians at Belgrade in 1862. he Franco-(Ferman
war opened with o relatively high spirit of chivalry on

bothk sides. DBut in a shert space it led to the not in-
frequent shootrng and hanging of prisoners by the irre-
gular Franc-tireurs and of wnofiending peasants by the
Gevmians, anmd culminated in the mad Wood-revelry of the
enragad aninals m mibitary umform who shot and hac-
hed awd burncd non-combatants of holh sexes in lhe
stieets and houses of Bacellles.  And whal shall we say
ot the series of worse thon Bulgarian atrocities  that
were commiitied in China by hordes of degraded brutes
i the yniiorms of varions Wedlern armies—hut not by
the soldiers ot the Mikado—during the Boxer troubles of
oo ?

An Unwritten Law of War

Muah has been done by international cedes 1n  the
direction of humanising ihe arned conflicts of nations.
But the history ol all later wars, and the meagre re-
po:ts that trickle over the wires regarding the present
campaign 1n the Far last, go to show that much yet
remains 1o be dome. In one respect, however, the pre-
senl campalgn between the yellow man and the white
man in the Far Hst rises, perhaps, to as high a level
as has yet been attained in the wars of civilised peoples.
We refer to the old-established custom which protecus
seniries and men of the pickets furmishing {hem ivom Le-
ing stalked or ' ¢miped * or shot down without necessary
and due warning. This good old usage was abandoned
by bothr Boer and Briton during the whole of the long-
drawn campaign in South Airica. 1t was generally ob-
served during tne Franco-Uerman struggle  Much hot
feeling was displayed when 1t was discovered that some
hall-eivilised ‘Turcos {or nalive Algerines who served in
the Fronch army) once in a wlile stole out of cainp
under cover of darkness, crept as guetly as big cats up
to some German senbry, and then, with swdden spring
and switt and unerring stroke ot knife or bayonet, sent
the surprised watcher's soul adrift. 'The modus oper-
andr 18 dramatically described 1n rckmann-Chalrian’s
“lhstomre du Pleseite,”  In bhe early encounters of the
Vinerican Cival War the opposing sentries and  pickels
wasled a good deal of Government powder and ghot and
other valuable energy in administering hypodermic argu-
ments To eavh other, and * gniping ' came near to being
cultivated to the verge of being 4 line art, But betier
senze and saner and more humane customs s0on grew
np, Ifach «ide learned to respect the other's valor, and
first by mutual agieement, and alterwards by a tacit
understanding, seniries ceased 1o e made targets for
1egumental crach-<whots.

*

A good deal of chivalry of tlus hind  existed all
through the rough-and-tumble struggle of the Peninsular
War, even at a Lime when ifeeling belween Frank and
Briton ran atl a tever heat. Sentries and pickets stood
within g Hrown-Bess gunshot of each otler without
any exchange of the niurderous, bone-spluntering round
bullets of o period when military men considered a mus-
het-ball ¢t no use unless it was big enough lo smash
the fore-leg of a cavalry horse. When an advance took
Mace the pickets making the forward movement stepped
oul holding up the butis of their mushets as a courteous
mtunation 1o f their tiriends the enemy ' that the 1e-
gietlable exigenmes of war rendered 1% necessary that
the truce belween the outpasts should terminate.
Cavalry patrols, as well as infantry, when advancing,
were first greeted by warmng  shots pohtely fired fai
over their heads. 1f they still persisted in their ad-
vance the courtesies of war were deemed to be at  an
cnd, and the musket-talls were sent dropping, not over
their heads, but into them. No such courtesies were
practised duing the South Alnwean campaign.  Sentries,
pichets, and mounted patrels on both sides were made
tergets tor the ‘sniper ’ or fr  volley-fiting as soon, as
they came within 1ange. 11 1s pleasant to nole that
the good old custom, which goes beyond Peninsula days,
has been revived by Jap and RHuss, at least before Port
Arthur. 1t lessens to some degree the range of mental
and pnysical anguish of a counflict that, apart from this,
appears to lrave a reasonably full share of what are
catied the horrors of war.
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