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MESSAGE OQF POPE LEO XIII.L TC THE N.Z TABLET

Pergant Directores et Sc

ptores New Zealand Tablet, Apostolica Benedictione confortati,

Religionis et Justitise causam promovere per vias Veritaiis et Pacis,

Die 4 Aprilis, 1200.

LEO XIIIL, P.M.

TRANSLATION.—Fortified by the Apostolic Blessing, let the Divectors and Writers of the New Zealand Tablef
continue to promote the cause of Religion and Fustice by the ways of Truth and Peace.

April 4, I1g00.

LEOQ XII7., Pope.

Current Topics

Attempt at a State Creed

‘1t’s 2 real splendid world,” swd old Ihen T1lolden.
*God's fixed 1t up so ev'ry body ecan hev a good  tnne
1 they’ll only hev 1t.  Once | heard wy a poor man 'al
hed a hushel o' corn give tew him. e logked up Lind
o sad an' ast 1 they wouldn’t please shell it.  Then
they tuk 1t awav. God's gi'n us happiness n whe ear,
but he am’'t a-goin U7 shell 1t fer us)’

*

God has ¢ fined up ' Australix 80 that a reasonable
mortat may Gnd in it o reasonable amount of Lappiness
—in ke car.  But there has ever heen p oot of fretiul
malcontents whose littie souls are soured berawse ol
creeds basve (nomnnally at least) enjoyed eguably  oe-
fore the law. and the spnit of retigrous ascendancy (nds
hitle tavor among the tree nstitutions of these new
countiries  Hepeated attempts—some diect, others 1n-
direct, some open, some by undereground and - devious
ways—hate been made to estabhsh a State Church
Australia.  The latest atternpi belongs lo the  round-
about and side-wind series. It took place recently  1n
Alelbourne, when some banners presented by the  King
were blessed and consecrated by a number of Protlestant
clergymen according to whatt Archbishop Carr coriectly
wescribes as a * distinctively Protestant form of praver’
which was ‘ drawn up withoul the copeurrence or Anow-
ledge of any Cathelic represenfative.’ ‘The Common-
wealth nniilary authorities appear (says the same Cis-
tinguished Prelate} to have ' stuedicusly ignored ™ the
Catholic body 1m the maticr ot the appointment of a
Catholic chaplain. For several years—eier  sgince  the
Commonwealth becaine an accomphished {act—there has
not been so inuch as a solilary Catholic ohaplain in the
Australian  forces. Only Protestant clergymen (Ansl:-
cans, Presbvterians, and Methodists) are permilied 1o
mimster in things spiritual to the men that constitule
the first and second and last line of Australia's  de-
fences. The latest performance of the military auth »i-
ties aflords fresh and flagrant evidence of their disve-
gard lor the denominational equality which is (on papen)
suppnsed to bhe one of the proud distinctions of Tniled
Australia, ‘The incrdent will, no doubt, be urred as a
precedent by those who desire to see Anglicanism  te-
coghized as the State religion.  And years henee, when
our toes are turned towards the roots of the daisies,
why should not this bt of departmental hlundering he
appealed to by some Federal Premier, with ambition 1a

be & * Supreme Head,' as historical testimony of  his
sacred and inherent right 1o formulate prayers and draw
up Orders of Service apd 1mpose them upon the various

creeds within the seas that wash the shores of the Com-
monwealth ¥

Fnghshmen are  credited by their Gallic neighbors
with taking their  pleasures sadly.  Throughout  the
ceremony of hlessig the King's banners there ran a vein
ot fugh cowedy of which the participants seem to have
been selemuly and absurdly unconscious. 1t was  whab
Shakespeare calls a humorous sadness. A Presbyterian
and a Methodist mihitary chapiamn took patt with  the
Anghean celebsrant in the blessing.  Which led Gandinal
Moran to pownt out to a represeniative of the © Catholie
Pieoes " wliere (Lo use the late AL Wand’s words)  *© the
farture  came m’ ' Another feature of the ceremony,’
makd he, * s that it appears to e 2 parody on religion
to mmvaite representatives of various Churches to  untte
wiltr throse who protess that they have no power to im-
part blessmag, and have no power to bless, and have no
hlessing to wive 1 tuuk,” added his Enminence, * the
svsicm pnisued o {Grermany 1y the proper one. When Lhe
Kaiser presents eolors to a regument he hag them brought
to the church with solempity, and ibere they are duly
bleswed. e then presents theme in due form to the regi-
mentment  When our own King Edward presents  ban-
ners and they armive in Ausiralia it seems a  strange
thing 1uat betore they are presented to the regiment the
Premier thinks 1b novessary to exorcise them.' It is
betier to present  the demion of  rehigious ascendarcy
sneaking his head inio the body politic than to have 1o
exorelse mm later on. We are of the number of tnose
who regard

‘The cause of Christ and civil liberty R
As one, aud moving to a glorious end.’

But its corquering chariot-wheels may receive passing
cheths 1n ils onward way, or creak along with slow and
toillul grind where 1% might glide with swift and easy
.t Ubsla prineipiis (¢ resist the beginnings ') is a
good rule of personal conduet in many of the incidents of
daaily Wle. 1t 1s hkewise a good watibhword as against
the ohscurantists who Lry to block the onward progress of
the conjoined ' cause of Christ and civil liberty.? In
our twn country the chief, and practically the only,
efiort 1o e<lablish and endow a State creed is that which
i~ bheing made in ihe interests of the indplent clerics of
the Hible-in-schools Leagune. Those who value equality
before the law shouwld watch thatl refrograde movement
wilh  their cye-balls skinned.
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