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prejudicial , to the fatth of (Qatholic children. And cases
might read:ly occur in which teachers woulll foster scep-
ticism or unbeliei.’ There is a maultitude »of oft-recur-
ring Scriptere terms which have a Protestant as well as
a Catholic meamng. ‘Take, for instance, such words as
' church,” * penance,’ ' [orgiveness,” ¢ grace,’ ' salwatlion,’
¢ faith,’ ete.  llere, 1n the act of giving ° historidal * or
“ ethical ' explanations, a teacher mught, consciously or
unconsclously, and under the aegis of the State, as
effectually denominationalise a public school wn certlain
matters ot doctrime as 1t 1L were vhe Sunday school of
a partigular sect  This, as the Archbishop of Melhourne
has s.owm, has beer done in scveral flagramt inslances
1 the State schools of Victoria. It was done delibera-
tely, and on a wholesale scale in Ireland, where great
numbers of the natronal schools were turned mbe prose-
lylising 1nstitutions whose express sGope and purpose
—as avowed by the Anglican Archbishop Whately—was

to wean little Irish Papists from the ' errors of Popery.'
»

A somewhat similar outrage on the gonsciences  of
Catholics, Jews, and others was perpetrated in ‘ the
Little red school-houses ' of the United States. The
story, was briefly told in the course of an editorial
articte iin the * Biblical World ' for October, 1802. ° Tho
fact,’ 1U says, °that the Bible 1s generally excluded
from the public schools of the United States, where
formerty 1% was used as a book of devotion and instruc-
tion, 1s not to be atlributed to a growing disregard of
relighon. This siluation has been,created by the
friegnds ©f the Hible rather than by its ememies ; foT i
the friends of the Bible could have agreed among theni-
sclves a@ to how the Bible should be taught n  the
schoolg, their influence would have secured the continu-
ance of such instruction. But 1l came to pass  thal
the Bible was used in the schools, not only for general
and ethical rehgious wstructien, but also for the incul-
cation of sectarian and tiheclogical 1deas. Protestant
teachers taught the Bible in a way which antagonised
the Roman Catholics ; and teachers of the several Pro-
testant deneminations nterpreled the.Bible to  the
children from their own poini of view. But the public
money which 1s rawsed by general taxation for the sup-
port ot the comnion schools comes [rom men of  widely
differing eccleswastical crecds and connmections, and can-
pot therefors be used for the disseminatron of sectarian

tenets.’
-

But no degree of harmony among the members of
Bibie-in-schools Leagues could justify the forcible  ew-
traction of taxes from people for the teaching and  ea-
dowment of a torm of rehigion which their congeience
cannot accept. Moreover, every tenet of religion 1%,
either Lo religronists or non-rehigiomists, sectarian, ‘ An
ansectartan religion would,” as our Hierarchy remarked,
“in 1ts lasl analysis, be a religion whieh tazhes mo pa-
ticular view of, or attitude towards, religion. which is
an absurdity. Take the sumplest form of religion—belief
in the existence of Ged. This 18 sectarian to  the
Atheist, the Agnostic, and the non-rehgionist generally,
just as their views on religion—which are usually as
cleariy defined, so far as they go, as those of Jew or
Christian—are, to ihe Theist, sectarian.’ Learned non-
Catholics of every creed amd non-oreed have borm  the
idea of an unsectarnian or undenominational instruction
in rehigion to tatlers and flung 1t to the winds of
heaven. In his ¢ Allgememne Pecagogik ' (‘ General Ped-
azogy,' 1901y, for instance, Professor Ziegler, of 1ihe
University of Straseburg, says: [ An undenommational
instruction 1n religion, which s advocaled by some, is
nonsense ; [or every religion is denominational.’ An
Enghsn wriler (¢ Fortnightly Review,” May, 1896) scores
it as ‘ a lileless, boiled down, mechanical, unreal leach-
ing of religion.” The ‘ non-sectarianism ' professedly
advocated by the Bible-im-schiools League was spoken of
as follows by an Agnostic member of the London Sehool
Board in the same issue of the ' Fortnighlly 7 : * The
result of unsectarian teaching is to establish a new
form of religion which has nothung in common with 1Tis-

torical Christlanity or any other form of Christian
teachmg. By takmg away everything to which anyone
objects, lthey leave somelinng which is really worthless.
They will have no Creed and no Catechism, and the re-
sult is thal every teacher is hus own Creed and his own
Catechism. Yhe result of unsectariam ieaching is a
colorless residuum, which I should think would be -as
objectidnable 1o tdre carnest Christian as it is conlemp-
tible to ihe earnest unbeliever.” ‘The tcadbung of 1he
Protestant or any other version of the Bible by State
olliclals 1n our public schools, with explanations of the
text, would as necessarily emerge in outright sectarian-
1sm it New Zealand as in other cduntries. We shall in
due course see Lhat the trouble would by no means hbe
remedted by omibting the cxplanations, whether * liter-
ary,’ or ‘historical,” or * ethical.’

Notes

An ‘¢ Intolerant Majority’

When a discussion on religipns questions has been
wagging a veoluble tongue for a week or two in a
Lendon darly, the probabilities are that in due course
a belated echo thereoi will be heard in the columns of
some New Zealand conlemporary. Cerbain outbursts of
fanaticism 1n the * vellow ' districts of the North of
Ireland led to odd spasms of gontroversy in the British
metropolitan press. Ilere is an extract irom a letter
by & nom-Catholic military officer in which he scotes
reoriminatory charges against the ' intolerant majprity ’
of the population of the Green Isle :—

' So far from being an ' intolerant majority *' as
described by a correspondent in your issue of Friday last,
the Irish Cavholies are the most tolerant majority I
have ever seen. Ior forty-scven years my father was
Dean of Llphin, in the midsl of a population where the
Catholics were twenty te one. Newther he nor any of
my family ever experienced anything but respect ; intol-
erance and msult were unheard of. I think I may say
ihe same for my family in the Queen's County for 250
years. Imtolerance and insult, I regret to say, come
from the Protestant minority. I was quartered at Bel-
fast on two Tweliths of July. Both times the disturb-
ances were commenced by the Orangemen. At Ennis-
kilten, where I was guartered, it was the same. The
real grievance of Irish Protestants is that dhey can no
longer bully their Catholic neighbors ; that the latter
are iree and equal ; that the Catholic clergy have in-

fluence over their flocks, while the Protestant clergy have
none over theirs.

_ FE. T, WARBURTON, Lieut.-Col.
‘ National Liberal Club.’

King Richard and the Sawbath

‘ On Sunday last Mr. Seddon was caught in flagranti
in Dunedin riding a horse—a guaranteed heavy-weight
carrier, we presume. IIe had apparently forgotten that
he was 1n a place where many people of limited educa-
tion contound Sunday, the first day of the week, with
the Jewish Sunday, which is Saturday. or the last day
of the week. On  Monday morning, however
our  robustious Premier  recelved, through thé
local press, a lot-shot reminder that he is a Saw-
bath-breaker, and that his perambulations on the
weight-carrier caused sore sfandal 40 a portion of ihe
community. Yet rumor hath it that even the clergy of
some of the scandalised ones have been known 1o go
a-horseback on the Lord’s day, and we have a shrewd
suspicion that the writer or writers of the letter of
protest agatnst the Premier had food cooked and heds
made and fioors swept on the Sawbath. We are once
more reminded of the complaint of a worthy old dame
who was horrified at secing the late Queen Vietoria
driving 4o church from Balmoral one sumny Sumday
morning. * But,” objected a loyal subject in defence,
*did not the Lord and His Apostles pluck ears of wheat
and shell them on the Sabbath day’ *© Aweel, they
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