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dens and splendid pile of buildings, including a  truly
beautitul church, allorded, morcover, ample means vl
occupation, not only entertamng bul rsstructnve nd
edifying as  welll  The pupts o the Sisters’ schoola—
S Buphrasia’s, 81 dlary’s, and St Joseph's—had vre-
pared a chaiuung piogiamme.  Charmiapgny also was 1t
carried  out. Heoitation, muste, dancing, and  every-
thing were perfect.  Ir, hewever, une higbhg  was, ot
could he, better 1t was the tameans thial weie Shown
They were ndeed waenificent,  The principal paper read
at the sesston was one Ly Lean Phelan on the woul of
the
Swelers tn Ausdralasia.

Hich teshimony was borne 1o their heroe services, put
1L was wrell suppetied, by tacts and figures, and ail who
heatd 1t were  upannngus in thewr agreement that, 1f
anything, tie praise bestowed way lesy thopn thal de-
served.  The paper was spohen 1o by s Bminence the
Cardinal, who eloquently and teelingly supported and ad-
ded to what bad been said.  The Bishop of Chistchurch
m also speantng made special allusion to the stitution
near his Lordsiip’s  own oity, Mt Magdala,  Tatber
Ginaty's great and perpetual menument Dr Gromes
quoted the testimony ol a loval mspecior of pohice ho
had eapressed to 1ns Lordship his astonishmont at the
work done by the Sisters, addmg that so much  could
not he aecomplished by the force under s convand

Wilhin the walls al Albotsford there are at present
1066 souls—366 mmates ot lhe Magdalen Asyhon, 4§10
inmates of the Industnial and Preservation Schools, 290
chuldren attendimg the day school, and 110 members ot
the commuuily of relipous Sistels, A brochure, pret-
Lity bound in green and gold and contammng  a o short
sheteh ol the orygim and progress ol the Order,  was
presented to cach visitor as a seuiemr of s session
field at the comvent  Not, i fact, 15 1L hlely 1o De
foreoilen by any of those woo were present at it The
visitors were also entertained by the Sisteis at after-
noon lea.

Previons 1o the opeming of the session at Abboto-
ford s Fnouneunte the Cardinal, the other vising mem-
bets of 1he lmerarchy, the Monsignors O'lavan, Hoeechi-
nor, Treacy. Powler, the Very Hev. Al Caley, the Rev
Fathers Fleming anddcCarthy, Dr. A, L Kenny {hon
sec ), K.S (., and other laymen on whom had lwen
conlerred 1*apal decorations, wWete reeenved at Govern-
ment 1ouse, where they were presented to the Governor-
General and Lady  Merthecle by his Grace the Archhi-
shiop of Mcethourne.

CATHOLIC ENGLISH VERSIONS OF
THE BIBLE

—_— — e — s

In connection wilh a very caiefully written and ex-
haustive papec on the Fnghsh Versions of the 13ible
(says the ¢ Aoustral Laght 7y prepared for the Catholie
Congtess by the Rev Plalip O Deherty, P PLOMRI Y,
a large collection of the vatious editions hias been made
and will he on exinlien durmg the Congress weeh al
the Cathedial Plali.

This collection, though necessardy incomplele, 1%
amply sulficient 1o 1etule the old calumny vegarding tne
attitude of the Calbohie Choreh tewards the transiation
and crrcuiation of the Sacred Senplures AL Our
Catholic Enoiish versions are based on the Rheis tran-
Tation of the New Testament made n 1382, and  the
Douay iranslation of e (04 Testament made o 16809
Hence all our banghsh versions are usually hnown as ihe
Youay Pible. At the very e When perseridon  was
most imtense m Eagland, and tie profession of the Calh-
oliv faith meant exiic ot deatl, some esiled  Mpghsh
priests underlook, for the benefit of their countaiymen
at homie, to translale the Sacred Seriplures into Mno-
lish. The  tianslaiien was made chwefly by the Rev.
Gregory Martin, Fellow of Si. John's {College, Oxford,
agsisted by Dis. Allen (afterwards (‘ardm;ﬂ)‘_ Listow,
Reynolds, and other stchulars of lugh reputation, Bﬁut‘
the chief part of the labor fell on Dr. Gregory Martin,
of whom Wood tells us, in his ° Athenac Oxonlenses,’
{hat he was a man ° of great learming and kuowledge,
especially 1 the Greek and  Hebrew tongues, and oE
extraordinary modesty and modetation in his behiaviour.

The New Testament
was Lhe st iranslated and pubhlshed al Rheims  in
1582, The English  College of Douay, tounded by Dr,
William Allen 1o 1568, was, owing to the sugeess of ibhe
Prince of Oranme, violenily  brokem up in 1578, and
transierred io Rheims, where it continued 2} 1594, when
14 was 1ceslablished at Douay. Henee 1t is that ihe
translation of the New Testament was made and pub-
lished at Rheims, and that of the 0O1d Testament  al
Dou’?‘%e (hief charaeieristic of Dr. Mariin’s .trm(m!.atlon,
poth of the New and Oid Tesbaments, was its * scrupu-

lous accuracy and fidelity ' (Kitto Fneyel. Bib. Lit. Art.
\Iulgate) . Irotestant scholars ol the highest enunence
ltihe Dr Westeolt, bear testimony to its * scrupulous dnci
even servile adherence to the teat aof the Vulgate,! ‘To
udelity and accuracy the tramslators sacrificed beauty of
language and elegance of expression, deeming it helter
as DL Podd nicntiy obserses, Lo oftend even against he
rules ol rammar Than 1o nsh Lhe sense of  Goed's Word
fur the <ale of a hne perind

A second edition of the New Testament was  pub-
Iishied at Anlwerp e 1660, A {rd appeared ot Ant-
werp in 1621, a fourth by John Cousturier n 1633,

The Translation of the Old Teslament

was first pubhsbed at Douay n 1609-10. This edition
contains an address to knghsh readers, yiving as an ex-
planation of the cause of the delay in publisting this
secnnd_ part '—' (Qur poore eslate in banishment,” and
also giving the reason why the iransiation was inade
from ihe Lalin Vulgatle rather than from the Hebrew
or Greek — If it be asked ** Why we UL anstate tLhe
i.atim text, rather than the Hebrew or Creke, whica
Protestants prefeire, as the fountaine tongues, wherein
liohie Seriptures were first written ? 77 {p this we answer
“That 1f i dede those first pure ediions were now
exbant, er o such as  be extant were more pure than
the Lalin, we would also preferre such fountaines before
the rivers, 1n whatsoever they should be found to dis-
agree '’ DBut they explain that the MSS now exist-
e arce notl as tree from error as those used by St
Jerome, and accordingly they transiated the Latin Vul-
gate rather than 1he less accurate Tlechrew or Greek ex-
tant tests.  ‘T'he second volume of the first edition ap-
peared 1n 1610 The second edition of the Douavy ver-
sjon of the Old Testament appeared in 1635, This edi-
t1on was published by John Cousturier, who had »ub-
hished the fourth edition of the New Testament in 1633.

Since that time innumerable cditions hoth of  the
0Old and New Testaments have heen published in Eng-
ilsh As tune  went on lhe asperities of the earlier
editions  were smoothed without any sacrifice of  tlhe
sense. and our lnglish iranslations at present, though
without ihe strengtih or rhythm of the Authonsed Ver-
ston, give 2 motre faithful rendering of the oniginal,

All These Karly Versions

were published on  the Continent, because, as the trans-
lators sadly  indicate, they dare not publish them in
Ikngland  This fact will accouni, too, for the Latinized
styvle of the carly transiations. The sounu of the kKng-
tish longuage was lost 1o the ear, and 1ts 1diom  was
al variance with the language which the translators
were forced, hahtually, to speak on the C'ontinent,

When copies of the Rheums version of the New Testa-
ment reached Mngland mn 1583, we arc told by am  int-
partial anthonty, J. I Dore, 1 his most instructive
hook, * Olid Baikles An Aceovndt of the Barly Versions
ot the Fnglish Ihble’ dedicated bv permission 1o the
Arehishon of Canterbury (L&s%), 1hat * this iranslation
aud the anpovations dltached {o this version excited
greal opposition ; many copies were scived by Queen
Flizabeth's searchers, and confiscated. If a priest was
fpund with a copy in his possession, he was al onceim-
prisoned ©  Nay, more, incredihle as it may seem, the
author p-oves  that prniests were not only imprisoned,
but tortured 1 prison for

The Tleinous (rime

of havimr a copv in their possession Cecil, Lord Bur-
Ieigh, speahing of 2 cerlain priest punished for  this
aftenca, savs ;' lle was charnitably used, and was npever
«n racvhed but that be was presently able to walke,” and
“that ibe warders whose office 14 is to handle the racke
were charged 1o use 1t inras chatilable a manner as such
a lhing might he’

Mr. Dore’s comment on 1his defence made by Lord
Burlergh s as follows '—' So ihat there is no doubt
{hat torture was anplied te those whe circulated  this
translation of the Testament, and inflirted by those who
most zealously advecated the unlimited right of privare
judgment * (Second Bdition, p. 292.)

The same author gives (p. 306) another proof of * the
hatred of this  version of the New Testament by  the
dominant pariy of the day.” So bitler was it, he vells
us, *that an path  sworn on the Rheims version was
not deemed valid. A touching incident in the life of the
vifortunate Marv Queen of Seots, aboul five years afrer
ihe fire! ehtion was published, shows tlhs.  When Mary
offered &6 nledge her word upon it that she had rpt con-
soired a-ainst the life of Queen Fliv-oteth the Farl of
Kenl exclaimed - ** The book is a popich Testament, and,
of conrse, an oath en it is of no value” it is a
Catholie Testament,’’ rejoined ihe Queen, *“ and on Lthat
accgunil [ prise 1t the more, and, 1hc:mforc, according fo
YOUT oWn Treasomng. you ought 1o judge my oath the
more satisfactory.’’’
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