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Notes

Lo

Referendum and Conscience

The * N “ Timmes,” 1 a vigorous laader dealing with
the Bible-in-schools  depulation which waited on v o
Prenuer last week, stresses a poinl on which {he * Iab-
let ' has over and over agam msisted, and to  whiel
spectal attention was direeted in the DBishops' manifeslo.
Gur contemporary says @ ° The persisiency of the Bible-
in-schools parly 1s exemplified m the modest iequest of
ihe deputation thal waited on the DPremier yesierday.
Foiled 1n the expectation of an opportumity of eniorcing
theyr views under a general Referendum Idl, the mew-
bers of the parly attempted to persuade Mr. Seddon o
bring down a spectal measure reicrring 1o a vete of ‘he
people the guestion of inlroducing Bible-reading as oart
of the public school curriculum We arc glad to  sov
that 1the Premier took firm ground wn his reply. .
Mr. Seddon was undoubtedly right when he said  that
many memhers who supported ihe Referendum Bill, 1
the 1nnocuous  form 1n whtch it was passed, would
sirenuously oppose any proposal 1o submit 1o the dect-
sipn of electors  1lhe single 1ssue of Ihbie-reading 1
schouls. 1t is 1o be regretted, however, thal the Pre-
mier has not yet abandoned the idea of refermng o
the popular vote a question wiich involves rights of con-
science.  1le told the deputation that Lhe people shoull
not be ** deprived of their right of expressing an opumon”’
on the question of Bible-teaching in schools , 1 other
words, he recognises the right of a majonity % tmpose
upon  the minorily the ieaching of p particular form of
religion  Tws, as we have epeatedly shown, 15 an ab-
solutely untenmable proposition m a country where free-
dom of conswience  provatls.  The subject  of religious
teaching 1s ihe one thing thal cannoi be decided by any
majoriby of legislators or people, and 1t s utierly fulile
to talk of any referendum or plebiscite on {he question’

—

A Painiu! Prospect

Isver since his display of fochshness over the Rev.
Ferguson’s visit 1o the Pope the Rev. Inll Machy las
bheen & butd for every joker, and has been mervilessly
lampooned in the Austraiasian Press.  .Amongst othels,
a Vietoman rhymesler thus depicls a pamful possibibly
ahead of the great Orangeman. The verses may serve
25 a mild counterblast to the ' Guy Fawhes' lay that
has been perpetrated at South Duncdin:

© A1l flesh is grass,”’” ihe preacher said—
' ALL flesh s grass.

When all of us are gone and dead,
"Twill come to pasy

That lving flesh where blood runs red
Shall turn to grass.”’

What news, alas ' for Urangemen—
All flesh is grass !

What woes will be Dill Machy's whrn
"Twill come 1o pass .

This hiving flesh shall turn asain
To bright GREEN grass'

A New Use for Home Piety

A writer in ¢ Macmllan's Magavine’ dv»:c'rl‘hcs ancw
use of piety 1n the bome: 1 had a cook,” he says.,

‘' who could not read, or cven tell the hour by 1he
clock, but she boiled cgps with perlect accuracy. When
asked one day, ** Bul how do you know when they  awe
ready, Chucha ? 7 she answered with a smile which
showed all her fine leeth, ¢ Senor, 1 boil them by the
Credo.”” ibe bad been tawght, Like other Mexiwcan vil-
lage girls, Lo recite daly the Aposties’ Creod.  She not
only found the devotion helpful spiritually but f,hc ac-
cidentally ascertained also that 1he Lime occgpled . n
sayicg the words did nicely to boil eggs w%ih. “he
put the ecggs 1 the pol—in ithe c-oﬁe(ypgt. with  the
cofiee, hut that is a mere detail—and began to say her
creed, AL * Amen ' the cggs were ready.’

Catching Both Sides

The Boston “Ivenng Recorder’ recalls an enfer-
taining 1nstance of the ease with which Mr.

- William
Redimond, AP, was able to * play out * both sides of
the 1louse ot Commons wiien he felt disposed. On

ong occaslon he rose to speak n the [ouse, says the * ile-
cordet,” and there came a guestion, hurled at hin from
the right side af the Tlouse -

"Wl you vofe for this Bill of 1l comes up ¥

M1 Redmond lposnad from one side of the llouse to
the other and slowly answered

ST owall!

humedialeiy the right side of the Tlouse bu'ki inte
a storin of applause. Bul Mr. Lediond continued, as
~oun as ke could he head :

' —not--

Ticn the slorm came from the left side, and as soon

as 1t subsided for  a moment  he compleled whal  he
starled :

t—answer Uhat question.
And perfect silence reigned on both <ides.

DIGCESE OF DUNEDIN

-bosuccessiul guchre party, in aid of the home for the
aged poor to be opened at Anderson's Bay next month,
was hieid mm S Joseph's 1lall on Wednesday evemng of
last weck, =

Un All Souls’ Day a Solemn Requiem Mass for the
farthiul departed was celebrated m St. Joseph's Cath-
edral by hs Lordship the Bishop,rRev. Father Murphy
Adot,  being deacon, and Rev. Kather O'Malley, sube
deacon. '

The Rev. KFather Brown, S.J., and TRev. Father
Reoney, 5.0, ate conducting  a mission during the pie-
sent weeh o Palmerston.  Hev., Father (‘luhcy, S.d.
opened g mission 1m Port Chaimers on Sunday, and a
insston witl be opened n Mosgiel next Sunday by Rev.
Fathe: Hiown

There was IPyposittion of the Blessed Sacrament at
51, Josenh's Calbedral on Sunday from ithe 11 g¢'clock
Masa until  Vespets.  In the  eveming there was  the
usual procession, n which the children of the parish
schools and the memberst»i the Sacred Ileart Society
took part

In ihe course of an article, entitled ¢ The Press of
Otago ' which appeared 1n the * Fiemng Star’ of the
istanst . the wriler has the tollowing 1o say of the
‘' New  Zealand Tablel ' —' Representing the ( atholw
faith, the * tanlet’  was set on & rock on drd May,
1873, by [Ihchop Moran Ot commanding ability,  se-
cured on vneompronusing lines, marshalled hy a phalanx
of literary  athleties, supported by a crowd of devoted
adherents, and with a singleness of amm, il 18 a power
which must he rechoned with—reopected !

the members of St Mary's Literary and Social Club
{Milton) hrough! a very successful sessior lo a pleasant
close by a socral gathering held in St. Mary's School-
1pom.  The Very Hev, Father (P Netll presided and there
was a large attendance. After an enjoyable hour at
cards ant  wawes, a short programme  was rendered,
consisting of songs by Misses Richmond and Leaven. and
Messrs., T, Leaven, J. Hand, and P. Ilynes : recitation
hy Miss Richmond ; reading by BMr. J. A, Scolt; and
step dances by Messts, P Ilynes and W, Karby.  All
the periormers acquitied themselves with credit, Miss
Kichmond's fine <inging and reciting being specially  ap-
preciawed. AL 1he elose of lhe programume ample jus-
{iea was done 1o the refreshments, kindly and lLiberally
supplicd by the lady members of the Club.

Awmong the  successful  compelifors  in the recent
Dunedin compebitions were the following pupils of the
Donuniean Nuns :—Miss ITannak Sweeney (winner of iirst
prize 1n ihe mer/o soprano  sol; third prize, ' Swal-

ywa o third prize, Morag’s * Faity glen '), Miss Violet,
Hrm er {winner of the first prise, ' The trout’; Isecond
prize, ¢ Uhe swailows '; thixrd prize, * Down the vale ),
Miss Amehia Major (winner of second prive, accpmpam.ed
song, * Angles guard thee’), Miss Kathleen Cellins, (win-
ner of second prize 1n recitation, © Killed at the Ford '),
and Misses Myra Montague and Minnie Paton (winners
of first prize.in pianoforte duet, * Tarantelle *).

A disasxtrous fire, resulling in ihe dos.t»ruction‘oflal—
most the whole of the township, occurred at Colling-
waooil on Sunday night. L

Live Marthoreugh Ivhibition Buildings have been sold
at auvction for £560, The price realised will give the
committee a surplug of between £70 and £380.

" Fresh as the Shamrock the Sons HON D A I.. I y A NK A TE A -

of Erin are great consumers of

Look for name on every
genunine F «cket & Box.




