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DEATH

EDMONDS.—0On the 3rd Novembher, gt her residenc,
Scotia Hotel, Dundas strect, Mrs. Apnie Kdamonds ; aged
58 years. Deeply regrelted —R.LP.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS

A RIEADEKE (Nelaon) and ‘4.5 L'—wW-e
have no formaticn  at «present regarding ilie  nat-
ter. Later on we may be W a position o {hrow some
light on it,

Te premele the cause of Religion and Juslice by the
ways of Truth and Peace.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1v, 1003

THE AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLIC
CONGRESS

T, S
TT—?I L reporss so tar to hand of the domgs  of
%t 2) 1the second  Australasian Catbolic Uongress
<

< uow being held 1n Melbourne are necessarily
imperfect and meomplete bhut the mnformation
already availabie 1s amply suilicient 1o show
that from cvery point ol view the gathering
15 g moagnificent success.  Broadly speaking,
the mo.l 1mportant essentials 1o a successiul
Congress ale numbers, enthusiasm, and judicious guid-
ance and direction, and these characieristice are present
in a most conspleupus degree on the present occaslon.
he aims o1 the members and lhe scope and purpose of
the Congress were thus admitably siated by the Presi-
dent, the revered and universajly beloved Archbishop
Carr 1 —

* As the cirele of human knowlehge and human needs
is ecver widening, so  ihe means of acquiring and con-
municating intormation, and of mimsteiing o the needs
of humamity, ai¢ cver INCreasing W ith the demand.
Henee, after an interval of four years. an abundance of
matlter, old apd mew, presenls ailsen for intelligent  and
practical consideration. In this congmm'ahon _o[ tha
various gquestions whieh wiil be submitted for discussion
wo shall all aim at the glory of {iod, the good ol s
Church, the welfare of socicly, the advance of stience,
the support ot ihe weak, the directton of the strong,
ihe preservation of the **umty ot the spirit in the bond
of veace.” We shall be careful to gne offence 1o no
man. While we detend our own beliets and give a reasen
for the 1aitn thab 1s 1M us, wWe shiall not use the occa-
slon lo 1nsuit the beliels of those who difier from us.
4 ne eliect ot a well-ordered Congiess s nol 1o separate,
put ta  hrineg men closer ‘_mgcthm'. The Congress
brings ihe dergy and laty into closer contact mr_tng
discussien ol guestions of eommon interest. 1L biings
those who are nol ot ihe houschaold of the same i'aiih
to ILislen more atteatnely 1o what 15 said, and 1o
consider more dispasstonalely whal s u_tt_c-r('d in a
public haxi where men ol aill shades of religicus opinions
may be piesent.’

So far ihe proceetings give every promise that these
laudable objects will be amply fulfilled: The tene and
spirit of the deliberations have been all lhat could be
desired ; the papers and addresscs have heen preparcd
in an earnest, carcful, and 1M some instances masterly
way : lhe arrangements for 1he management and organ-
isatton ot the ncarly 2000 members so as Lo cover
thoe ground mosi eficclively have worked smootl.ﬂy anil
without hiteh ; and im every respect the indicalions g0
to show that the net result of ihe great gathenmg will
mdeed be to promote the glory of Giod, the good of 1l
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Chureh, and the weliare of the whole Christian com-
monwealth,
“

Of tHe papers that have so far been published in
the press the contribution of most outstanding general
interest 1s the very fine paper on ‘ The Priests and
Peopie of Ireland 1n the Nineteenlh Century,” by his
Kminence Cardinal Moran. It ig written in the Cardi-
nal’s happiest style; and in presence of the learning,
dignity, patriotism, and 'consecrated zaal of this great
prince of lie Church the malevolent sa1ibblings of a
renegade  McCarthy seem poor and petty indeed. We
sincerely hope that means will be taken to give the
widest possible cireulation to this splendid deliverance,
for 1% forms just the sort of comprehensive and crushing
reply  to recent slanderous publications about ireland
1that was badly nceded. Other notabie papers referred
to in the reports ave an exhaustive resegrch into ¢ e
votion to the Blessed Virgin in the I2arly Irish Chureh?
by ms Kminence Cardinal Moran; a paper on ‘ Mary
Immaculate and Democracy’ by the Most Rev. Dr,
Keane, Archbishop of Dubugue, the publication of which
we awall with great interest; an essentially practical
paper on * Bible-reading > by ihe Most Rev, Dr. Delany
(Coadjutor-Bishop of Hobart) in which gis Lordship un-
folded a scheme for publishing a paraphrase of the Cath-
ulw Bible in lucid up-to-date English which .found much
favor with the Congress; and a paper on ‘' The Roman
Catholic Puzsle,” 1 ¢, the Fducation Question, by the Revi
Father Fitzgerald. 1t 1s pleasant to note that New
Zealand was well represented in the active work of the
Congress.  The Most Rev, Dr. Lenthan wag chairman of
the * Charrtable Orgamsations ’ seclion ; the Most Rev.
br. Grimes made a number of pithy, breezy, and dis-
tinclly helpful speeches gn various of the papers sub-
mitied , and the Rev. bather Cleary is reported in the
¢ Adsocate ' as having given ‘ an interesting account of
the proposal’ to form an ** Ausiralasian Press Associa-
tion,” amonhgst whose duties would be the appointment
of a central sgecretary 1n Loadon, who would send
cables to the Adelaide * Southern Cross,”” which would
be forwarded to all ithe Austrabian Catholic jomrnals.’
The scheme outlined hy Father Uleary, though appealing
more pethaps to journalists than to the average layman,
18 one of sreat practical importance, and it is much to
be hoped that some defimte step will be laken in the
dircetion of carrying it into efiect.

A marked and editying feature of the Congress is
the spint of mulual chanty displayed by members, as a
restlb of which not-a word has been uttered thal could
wound or give oftience and not a single Jarring mote has
been siruck throughout the procecdings. We were spe-
clally pleased to note the evidence of a universal desire
10 make recognition of the part played by his  lrace
the Archbishop of Melbourne, not only in calling to-
getier and controllng the Congress, but in bullding up
and detending the Church throughout 1ihe archdiocese.
Dr. (iiimes evidently vorced the iceling of the: whole
assembly when he deelared that * the refined {eeling and
lndness of manner of his Grace, even when engaged in
controversy, had won all  hearts. The Archbishop’s
name was a household word throughout Ausiralia.” And
ihe glowing and eloguent tnbute of a Jay delegate, Mr.
W. Shechan, was but 2 just and fithmg expression  of
the allectinnate esteem 1 which the honored prelate is
held by priests and  people throughout the Common-
wealth, ' 1 may be permilled to remark,’ he said, ' as
regards nuy revered Archbishop, that he has done hotor
to Victoria, has uplified public tone, has lent a grace
and digmty 1o coniroversy, and whilst showing himself
to be an able controversialist, wilh ability to sirike
wilh crushing force, has always proved hmself to be
o lind apd courteous gentleman, who has scored as muach
by his kindness and ' bencvolence as by his scholarly at-
{11bules and intellectual prowess. And I know that
whilst he i loyed and revered by his own pcgple, '!w, is
respected and admired by every fair-minded, intellipent
man 1n 1he Stales.’
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