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the fact that all gentlemen in attendance at the Con-
gress have been inviled for the time being 1o  becowe,
honorary members of the Club—of whose 1ooms they will
have full wuse, Gindiyg there a thorough Ueltie weltome.
The invitation wil, no doubt, be gladly accepted, and
due appreciation will attend uporn the advamtages thus
made avallable.

Melbourne, Oclober 26

Although the CGeneral Communion or the Calholic
Young Men's Sociely of Victoria, which tooh place at
8 a.m. 1m St Palrick's Cathedral on Sunday, s not, pro-
perly spealing, to be included among the eveuts of the
Congress, 1t, nevertheless, may {itly be mentioned mn
conneciton with them. The sight of the greal buillding
filted with the united body of our (‘athohe youlh was
very beautiful. ‘Three hasses were celebraled, respecti-
vely by his Grace the Archbishop at the high altar, the
Bishop of Rochhamplen at the altar of 1he Sacred
Heart, and the Bishop of Armndale at the allar of the
Blessed Sacrament.  Afterwards a breaklast was held
in the Cathedral Hall. His Bonnence Cardimal Moran,
Archbishop Carr, and the visiting prelales were present.
On tfie conclusion of the meal a toast List appropriate
to the occasion was propesed and duly honored, Jus Holi-
ness the Pope, coupled with the pame of Cardinal Moran,
tahing precedence. Ilis Yniinence made an eloyuent te-
spempe. I wilt P of partwcular Jnferest to many 1ea-
ders of the * Tabldt ' that one of {he principal toasts,
ibat of tihe visiting prelates and clergy, gracefully pro-
posedl by one of tihe hon. secretaries, was an the hands
of a gentleman  who, tor many years, {ook an actnve
and useful part in Catholic meovements in Dunedin, name-
1y Mr. B . Dumne. The DBishops ¢of Matiand and
Rockhampton rtesponded. The Catholic Young Men's
Seciety was  proposéd by the Cardinal, Mr. B. lloare,
one of the first vice-presidenis, responding

At Il o’clock the (athedral was again (hronged
Pontifical High Mass was celebraled by the Right Rev.
Dr. Dwyer, Ucadjutor-Bishop of Maitland, who 15 espea-
ally distinguished ayg the first native-born Austraban to
attain to episcopal dignity, the Right Rev Dr  kelly,
Bishop of Geraldton, being the second. The ceremonies
were gran and solemn in the extreme. The long pro-
cession 1 which the Cardinal, Airchbisbiops, Bishops, and
clergy entered the church and on ihe termmation of the
ceremonigs left 11 was most impesing, and the sanctuary,
in whica were present so many prelales, was a scene of
great magnitncence. The members of the higrarchy m
attendance were the Cardinal-Archbishop of Sydney, the
Archbishop of Melbourne, the Coadjutor-Archbishop ot
Sydney, the Bishops of Martland, Sale, Chrisichurch,
Rochhampion, Wilcanma, Sandburst, Auchland  Aroa-
dale, the Coadjutor-Bishops of Maitland, Hobhart,  and
British hew Gumea.  The music of the Mass nas per-
formed by a choir assisted eflectively by an circhestra of
strings.  In the evemng TDontibeal Vespers were sung,
the preacher on ihe occasion being Archbishop Kelly. At
10 a.m. on Monday

The Formal Opening

of the Congress took place in 1he Cathedral 1Tall.  Th2
inaugural address was deltvercd by Archbishop  Carr,
who prefaced 1t by reading a cablegram from Rome 1u
which the Benediction of the Pope was ctonveved, and
also a letter from the Archbishop of San Francisco ex-
pressiung s Grace's sympathy, and dwelllng on ihe
blessings and advantages of Catholic union.  Dr. Carr’s
address was  terse amd vigorous, couched also m ihe
graceiul and polished style exceplionally chatacteristic of
Lthe illustrions writer. As, howgever, the addrehs  will
appear in the published velume and has alrcady appear-
ed 1n thal excellent montbly, the © Austral Light,’ 1t 1s
not necessary for me 10 make any atlewmpt to give your
readers an idea of b Such an atiempt on my part,
moreover, must result n failure. Fis Gracte was fol-
lowed by tliec Cardinal, who read a paper on devolion
to the Blessed Virgin in the ancient Irish Church.
Last week [ acquainted you with the compaiison ihat
had been made between the volume of the Sydney Con-
gress and that now io be published. Comparisons, they
say, are odious, bul to compare a writer with himseif
may perhaps  be held ltesy  nvidious.  Mis Fminence's
paper seemed to many o surpass anyilhing they had so
far heard trom fim, BHut again il 15 said thal 1L was
in turn excelled by that read by him on Tuesday  fore-
noonr on lhe relations thai, throughout ihe nincteenth
century, had prevalled belween the Irish priests and the
Ivish peopld. His Wminence, in short, has the happy
and somewhat rare gift of always expressing himseli to
ihe best advantage. A photograph, leni by the Cardinal
for the purpose, of the Blessed Virgin as represenied in
ancient irish illumnation will be included in the  bub-
lished volume, and will form a mest valuable and  in-
tercsting addition to a valuable and importiant work.

In thie atterncon sectional meelings were held, at
which various papers were read, one or other of  the
prelates presrding at each. ln the evening atl 8 o'clock

the Arcumshop of Melbourne received the members of
the hicrarchy and clergy, and the membpers generally in
atiendance-—in nunber exceeding 180U—m the Cathedral
Hall. 'Lhe bhall 15, 1 fact, a noble apartment and cone
ot whieh the Catholiwes of Melhourne nay well be proud.
1 is seen Lo perfection in the blaze of the clectric lamps
with wuwch, in most tasteful arrangement, 1t 15 provi-
ded. Un the occasion in guestion the floor was carpeted
Lhroughout. Seats were conumed 10 one line againsl
the wall, running from end 1o end. On the side oppo-
site was a bullel provided with refreshments, ‘There
was, however, liltle time allowed for the contemplation
ol the carpet. The members came pouring in until not
a racant spbt could be discerned. A Babel of tongues
alse arose and hlled the building with ap almost over-
whelinng - hum, bul the tlone was that of an orderty
Lhough rejoicing, multitude. The prelates took up a
postticn on the foor in front of ihe platform «~the Car-
dinal occupying a ceniral place, Ilere his Fiminence 1e-
cetred 1he qminense company present, who, one by one,
approached i, a leng row making 1ts way through the
;urrounding crowd, all ot whom in turn formed part of
. The members were permittea 10 hiss the Cardinal's
ring and s lnunence, instead of betraving wearingss
or taligue, had a gracious word for each. On the cof=
cluston of this ceremony the Cardinal with the  arch-
islops and DBishops ascended the piatform, which  had
been duly - prepared and adorned for their occupation,
where also they were visited by some of the more dis-
tinguished among the members. A principal busmess of
ihe evenrie was allerwards performed in the photograph-
mg by flash-light ot the assembly. Al the artange-
ments of the evening were directed by the energy and
shill - or the hon. secrelary, Dr. Kenpy, whose ability
and unsparmg cltorts in prowmoiing the swecessiul work-
mg ot s great and smportant gathering cannot be
too highly applauded. Among the duties devolving on
Lthe secrctary on lhe occasion referred to was thal  of
overconing the modesty which, he said, kept the com-
pany batk from the buffel. I must not forget ithat a
vety capable orchiestra, strings and piano, had beey pro-
vided for the evening. The music of the humarn volee,
however, as heard in conversation, was evidently pre-
ferred, and the inusicians hardly succeeded in  making
their  mstruments  gudible,  Among the announcements
made by Dr. khenny was that at noon next day g pho-
tograph of Lhe members would be taken on the outside
or St Patick’s Cathedral, and that in the aflernoon a
special train would convey the members {0 Kew, where
they had been wnvited Lo visit the college of the Jesuit
Fathers.,  There was a large allendance in the Cath-
edial grounds on Monday, and the photograph taken
must ghve a verv good idea of

1ihe Imporiant Characler of the Congress.

A notable featuie  :n connection
proporticn ol men present,
when 1ho1s dificolt tor them to make  attendance con-
ventenl.  I'hys alone shows the importance atlached to
the matier.  The spectal train for which Dr. Kenny ,e-
quesied particular palronage was crowded, many pas-
stngers beinz oblhiged 1o stand.  The company on arrival
al the college were conducted to a spacious hall capable
ol conventently accommodaling them. In an address de-
Itvered 1n Latin the Very KHev., Father Superior welcomed
ihe Cardinal, lus fmunence replying in the same tongue,
but continng  in knghsh  for the benefit of his  less
leatned hearers.  ‘Vhe subjeci of ihe nieeling was educa-
lwn on whieh 11 was proposed lhal five papers chould
be read.  Two were  actualiy read and criticised by
Archbishop Kelly and Bishop Murray, Friendseand ad-
mirers of the  venerable Hishop ol Maitland, of whom
there are many, would rejoice 1o see him still so  [ull
of vigor and so bitght in humor. Dr. Kelly is a power-
ful speaker, every word he utlered being debiberate, well
chosen, and 1o {he point. The Cardinal and the Arch-
bishop of Melhouine had been unable to remain for the
reading of the papers, and when two out of five had been
read and criticised, fatrly and candidly, a telepram was
received [rom Dr. Carr direcling  {hal a¢ the afternovn
was close, the 1cading should be cul short so that the
company might walk out mmbo the fresh air abd enjoy the
beauty of the college grounds. A thoroughly pleasant
afternoon, 1n a word, was spent.

So far tlus is the cxtenl to which ihe business or
enlertaipment of the Congress has gome. Much more
remang Lo be chromicled, and then, too,- in lhe space
allotted a newspaper correspondence, a mere outline can
only be given. There are other meetings ol various kinds 1y
he held, including one of special interest at the Convent
of the (Jood Shepherd, Abhotsford. I have not at-
rempicd Lo give a list of the clergy presept, They are
very numerous, and to oblain their names! njust involve
a worlk of time. ‘Those irom Dunedin, hpwcver—-—Fathers
Cleary and (Coffer—Bave been welcomed by many friends.
Many more are gladly expectivg Dean Burke, who is on
lug way hither, via Sydney.
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