
would the nomination of a Vicar-Apostolic be peimitted
to check the Government , the civil law would step in.
UNITED STATES.— Thanks the Pope

The Western JSiegio Press Association in session al
Guthrie, Ouia., adopted resolutions ihanking Pope Pius
\. tor his expiession of sympathy in lesponse to the
letter sent by the Press Association m 190J. Jn clos-
ing, the resolutions state thai

'
Miice the t athoiic.

Church has taken such a bold and helptul stand against
the outrages perputrateii against our lace, we respect-
fully request Protestant bodies of this country to take
similar action

'

Japanese Surgery and Medicine

'1 lie demands of chronology and the necessity in the
ecclesiastical year ot regulating the various testhalsot
the i- hurch wnh accuracy constitute the practical con-
siderations (says the 'Glasgow Observer ') wiiith led tne
authorities at Kome to encourage the study ot astro-
nomy. The Key. l)r ,j a. Zahm, C.S.C, 'Professor of
Physics in the University of Nojtre Dame, &, wfcll knownwliter and scientist, recently visited the observatory of
tlie Vatican, and described it in a most interesting
article. Key. Dr. Zahm says :—

~ '„,'■"'
As far back as the time of St. Polycarp,"',in the

second century, there was a dispute as to the.time whevEaster should, be celebrated. '1he question was takenup
by Pope Leo the Great, and later.on by .Nicholas V.,
Sixtus i\ � and Leo \., but without any satisfactory re-
sults. .Not until 1582 was the controversy settled, when
Gregory XHI. promulgated the retormed. calendar, and
made it obligatory throughout the Catholic world. The
building in which the work ol reiormation of the calen-
dar was execuied forms a poition of the immense vile
ot buildings in Kome called the Vatican. The upper
portion ot the structure, in honor ot its projector, is
liiuvvn as the Gregorian Tower. It is a large and mas-
sne structure, containing more than a store of spacious
apartments. The room in which the caiendar was re-
formed is preserved in essentially tie same condition in
v,luch it existed in the time of Gregory XIII. In the
centre ot the floor is a large slab ot marble, in which
is executed the celebrated meridian of the noted Domi-
nican, Igna/.io Dante, one ot the commission appointed
loi the letormation oi the calendar. By means of.
tins meridian and a small aperture in the wall, tnrough
winch a solar beam was permitted to enter, he was
able to demonstrate the necessity of reforming the
calendar and the exactness ot the system proposed by
one of his associates, Luigi Libis, of Calabrino. The
on/ice through winch the sun's rays were admitted ap-
pears as a minute white spot on the left-hand side of
the picture. The calendar room is now used for the
weekly meetings of the Vatican Astronomical Associa-
t'on, winch aie usually piesided over by his Eminence
Cardinal Moccnni

'

'the writer next proceeds to leeount the history of
\h^ observatoiy, which has not been without its vicissi-
tudes, uown to the icign ol the late Pope Leo XIII.,
in whom it found a coidial and most generous pation.
lie conlimcs

—
' iJope Leo endowed the obscrvafoiy with a sum

ample to meet all curient expenses, .fjid >set aside cer-
tain portions ot the \atican palace and gardens for its
special use Neat the Gregorian Tower he gave a suite
o~i ii/Oin.s for the leception of a laige heliograph and
us appi rtcnances '11ns instrument, used for photo-
graphing the sun, is an exact duplicate ot one employed
by -Jansscn in Ins obseivatory at Mendobe But by far
ibe most important addition to the previously existing
obseivato-v was tlie tamous Leonine tower on the sum-
mit oi the Vaiuan hi'l The two lower storeys are set
anart tor researches in teircstrial magnetism and seis-
mology In the upper stoiey r placed a large photo-
o,rapine equatonal, m si/c and desn'n like the great
instrument in the National Observatory of Paris.'

U the pic-cnt time, Di. Zahm says, the asStrono-
I'ieis ol the Vatican Observatoiy are busily engaged in
executing then pait of the colossal internaiional chart
,nl catalogue oi the hea\ens, parts of which have also
'been assigned to the observatories of the T nited States
Photographs are also being made of the other -heavenly
bodies— the moon, planets, comets, and nebulae— and at-
tention is likewise given to the photographing of stella
sjettra and ot cloud phenomena lor meteorological pur-
poses Describing this featuie of the observatory, Dr.
Zahm says

— '
'Ilie Gregonan Tower is singularly well

eqi'ippcd'witli instruments for investigations of all kinds.
11 is well piovidcd with the latest patterns of automa-
tic instruments, particularly in the departments devoted
to meteorology. The library is already quite large,
■md is ramdlv increasing in si/c and importance It- re-
ccnes the published reports of more than three hundred
observatories, m all parts of the old and new worlds,
and in exc-hanae tor them it sends out to its cprrespon-
clents the results of its own labor.1

The Key Father Maguire, of Lismore diocese, who
has finished his studies in Rome, has returned to Aus-
tralia. He) has been appointed a Professor-fcjMbt. .Pal-
rick's College, Manly. -">'"

■

-

Down to the date of their recent severance of the
bonds of Oriental conservatism, the Japanese (says the
Dublin

'
Freeman's Journal '), like their neighbors of the

vast Celestial Empire, "were decidedly peculiar— from the
European point of view— in their notions of the theory
and practice of the art ol healing. In the department
of medicine they practised largely, and with very con-
siderable variation as to means and metihqd;but m that
of surgery, their range was exceedingly limited. Their
chirurgical armamentarium, like that of* their Chinese
neighbors, consisted almost solely— if not wholly— of the
needle and the cautery. The ' acupuncture needle

' was
invade to penetrate the skin at ceitayi prose nbe-d points,
in the treatment ot the most \anous diseases ; liom
oholera, dysentery, and the

'
endemic colic

'
of the coun-

try, down to the most tmial local rheumatic or neu-
ralgic pains A candidate for a diploma in surgery was
placed, needle in hand, before a bion/e ■Tiuwinikin, on ithe
surface of which the recognised therapeutic points were
indicated by small holes

'
This mannil.in was diaped

with pa,per, through which he was requnod to ponetiate
the masked ounces when a certain disease was named
Accuracy of aim was, of course, an infallible testi-
mony of the requisite skill. The cautery was applied
m the form of a cylinder, or cone, made of ceitain
highly inilammable \egetab!e products— lea\es or pith—
rollod into conical or cylindrical form, and placod on
the skni over tine afiecteid region This was set on fire
at the apex, and allowed to bum itself out

Theii Medical Practitioners
were also druggists and botanists Each was accom-
panied in his louncls by an attendant, who bore a sma'l
thest in which vveie twelve diaweis Each of the latter
was furni ,lunl with 11! compai tments, containing herbs
aTid diugs \ftei examining the patient, the medical
adviser 'selected the lequisite remedies fiom this reset

-
voir, and piepated and mnißled them

'
secuinldumaitem

'
Their science of the puKe was the most complex of any

known to medical lnstoi v — except, penhaps, that of then
Chinese nemhbov- \n examination oi the pulse le-
quited Eullv half jn hour, at 1lie conclusw n of whuh
the doctor mole^sed to Know all the conditions and the
causes of the mala.lv \s a lule tliev used but few
remedies. They ne\c-i let blood They ga\e the patient
none of the oidmai\ cooled form ol diet —

on thegiound
that the sitmacl. m disease w.is unable to digest any-
thing suitable In the healthy state Otherwise, t he\
gave the smK, as iai .is possible, what they wished loi ,
rehinj; on the* \ iew that nolino was ah\a\s the vilest
advisei, and newer demande-d what was likely to be InnI-
ful to the constitution The ccte.it object of their
practice v <as Uhe prevention of disease, and io this they
believed that noihn.g contributed more eilccthely than

The Frequent Fsc of the Rath

There weie tjhiee \anetics of smallpox recognised in

Japanese piacticc T'lie first corresponded to the dis-
ease known in Europe by that name, the second ap-
pears to h<n-e been ideniical with our measles ;. the thud
was a sipccial endemic disease of the country, character-
ised by an eruption of watery pustules, and which the
famoms .Jesuit, Pere de Charlevoix, Was disposed to at-
tribute to the excessive use of cold drinks by the
Japanese None ot the varieties appear, however, to
have been regarded as a very fatal disease Dr Koemp-
fer, the early Japanese medical explorer, tells us that
the only treatment considered necessary was to envelon
the patient in cloths of a red color Tie also state-,

that when one of the family of the Emperor vas at-
taok-ed by smallnox, not only was his bed and the walls
of the bedchamber curtained with ted, but all the atten-
dants wore obliged to wear srarments of the same hic
Such practice, which was declared to be of untold anti-
quity, form? an interesting anticipation indeed of the
experimental practice of the English John of Oaddes-
den, ii.rjd its recent resuscitation, on the most scientific
grounds, by tfome European and American physicians '
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What scientific physician, even in the opening years of
this ultra-scientific twentieth century, can be absolutely
sure that he has advanced a really new discovery?

The Vatican Observatory
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