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would the ponunalion of a Viear-Apostolic be permilied
lo dhieck the Govermuent , the cvil law would step in.

UNITED STATES. —Thanks the Pope

The Western Negio Press Association in  session al
Guthrie, Onla., adopted resolutions thanking Pope Pius
N\, tor lus expression  of sympathy n tesponse 1o 1he
Jetter senl by the Press Associatlicn am 1403, In clos-
g, the resolutions state thal * <ince  the Catholie
Church has tahken such a bold and helptul stand agamst
the outrapes perpelrated againsl our lace, WO respeci-
fully request Protestant bodies of this country to tale
suntlar aetion ’

Japanese Surgery and Medicine

—
>

Down to the date of their recent severanve af the
bonds of Oriental conservatism, the Japanese (says the
Dublin * Freeman's Journal '), like their neighbors of the
vast Celestial Empire, were decidedly peculiar—irom the
Tourgpean point of view—in their notions of the theory
and practice of 1he art of healhmmg. In the department
of medicine they praciised largely, and with very con-
siderable variation as 1o means and methaod ; but m that
of surgery, lheir range was ewccedingly hmmted. Their
chirurgical armamentariun, hihe that of! their  Clumese
neighbors, consisted almost solely—if not wholly—of the
neadle and the cautery. ‘The * acupuncture needie > was
made 1o penetrate the shn at cetlafy prosiiibed potits,
in the treatment ol whe most various diseases fLonn
aholera, dysentery, and the ' endemne colic” of the coun-
try, down to the most imnial local rheumatie or  neo-
ralgic pains A candidate for a diploma m surgery wds
placed, necdle in hand, before a hionse Tnannikin, onilhe
surface of which the reedgnised therapeutic points were
indicalad bv sma!l holes  Thiy manmlin was  draped
with paper, through which he was requied to ponetrate
the mashed otifires  when a certamn disease was named
Aceuracy of ann was, of course,  an nfailible  testi-
many ol the regumisite shill.  The cautery was appined
in the forin of a cvhinder, or cone, mwade of certam
highly milammable vegetable prodocis—leaves or pith—
roflad mto conicai or cvimdrical form, and placed  on
the skm over the afleeted remion This was set on hive
at 1lhe apex, and allowed to Lurn itsell ocut

Their Medical Practiticners

were also drugmists and botanists Facly was  accom-
panied 1 bis zounds by an attendant, who bore a sma'l
c¢hest n which were twehve drawers ISach of the latter
was furnhed with 1D compartments, containing herbs
and drvgs Afler evarmmne the patieni, the  medical
adviser sefecled the sequisite remedies from this reser-
vorr, and prepated and nnuneled them © secunduny artem
Their science of 1he pulse was the most complex of any
hnown Lo nedical history—except, perhaps, that of Ui
Chinese netehbon s An exanunation ot the pulse 1e-
gquited Eully baif on hour . at ihe conclusun  of wiich
the docior nrolessed o hoow all the conditions and the
rauses of the malady ve aorule ihev usedd bul  fen
remedies.  Thev uever let blood They gave 1he patient
pone of the ordmary conled form ol diet—on 1he gromnd
that the stenach in disease was unable to digest anv-
1hinz suitable (o the healthy state Otherwise,  {hey
gave the sl as tar as possible, what  they wished ot
relying on the view that noture was alw.a s the satest
adviser, and nerer demanded what was Dikely to be hurt-
ful o the coastitution The gieat olpect af their
practice was e presentien of  disease, and 1o this Uiey
belicved that notlnneg contribufed wmoere eflectively  than

The Treguent Uee of the Bath

There were thiee vatielies of smallpox recognised th
Japanese practiee  The frst correspended to the dis-
ease known m Furope by that name, the second  ap-
pears 1o have heen wentical with our measles ; the thitd
was a special endemie disease of the country, character-
ised by an erupiion of watery pustules, and which  the
famous Jesuit, Pere de Charlevory, was disposed 1o ad-
tribute 1o the exeessive use of cold drinhs by the
Japanese None of the varieties appear, however, ty
have been regarded as a very fatal ditease Dr Kocemp-
fer, the carly .Japanese medical explorer, lelts us that
the only treatment consulered necessary was lo envelop
ihe patient in cioths of a rved color  Tle alsp  states
ihat when one of the family of the Kmperor was at-
tacked by smallvox, nol only was his bed and the walls
aof 1he bedehamber ecurtammed with ted, but all the atten-
dants were obliged to wear sarinents of the same lne
Such practice, which was declared 1o be of vuniold anti-
quity, forme an interesting anticipation indeed ol the
experimenial practice of the Fnglish Jobn of Gaddes-
den, hnd its recent resuscitation, on the most scientiic
grounds, by #ome Duropean and American physicians !

What scientific physieian, even in the opening years of
this ultra-scientife twentieth century, can be absolutely
sure that he has advawced a really new discovery

~
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The Vatican Observatory-

————e

‘Ihe demands of chronology and the necessity in the
coeclestastical  year ot regulating ihe varlous lestivals ot
the thurch with aecuracy constitute the practical con-
slderatrons (says the © Glaspow Observer ') which led the
authorities al  Rowme to encourage the study ol astro-
nomy.  'I'be Rev. Dr J A, Zahi, C.8.0., Professor of
thysics 1 the Lniversity of Notrd Dame, 4, . well hnowy
wllter and sclentlst, recently visited the observatory of
ithe Vatlican, and described 1t jn a most intcresiing
article. Itev. Dr. Zahm says --- L

* As far back as the time of S{. Polycarp, . in the
second century, there was a dispule as to ‘the . time whey,
Ilaster should be celebrated.  'Lhe question was taken up
by PPope Leo the Greal, and laler .on by Nicholas V.,
Sixtus 1V, and Leo A, hut wilhout any satisihctory re-
suils.  Not until 1382 was the controversy settled, when
Gregory XII[1. promulgated the retormed caldndar, and
made 1t obhgatory throughout the Catholic world. The
bullding 1 wliaeh the work ol rerormation of the calen-
dal was excculed forms a porbion of the immense vile
ot butloings in Home calied the Vatican. The upper
portiwen ol the structure, 1 honor of s profector, Is
Fnowh as the Gregonian Tower. It s g large and mas-
s1ve structiure, contaming more than a score of spacious
apartments.  ‘The reom in which the calendar was  re-
formed 13 preserved 1n essentially tle same condition in
whieh 11 existed in the time of Gregory XIII.  In the
centre of the floor 18 a large siab ot marble, in which
15 execunted the  celebrated meridian of 1he noted Domi-
nial, lgnazo Dante, oue ot the comnussion appointed
jor the retormmation ot the calendar. By means  of
tins wersdtan and a small aperture o the wall, tnrough
wiih a solar beam  was permiited to enter, he  was
able to demonstrate the necessity  of reforming  the
calendar gnd the exactness ot the system proposed by
one of his associlates, Lwgn Libis, of Calabrino, ‘T'he
orifice through which the sun’s ravs were adnuited ap-
prats as a nonute white spot on the left-hand side  of
{he pricture,  ‘The calendar room 18 now used for the
weekly mectings of the Vaticap Astronomical Associg-
tron, which ate uwsually presided over by his Wminence
(‘ardipat Moconm '’

The writer next procecds to rceount the history of
il observatoty, which has not Lecn witheut its vieissi-
fudes, aown to the 1eign ol the late Pope Leo X1,
in whom 1t found « cordial ard mosl generous patron.
ble tontintes —

“lfope Leo endowed the  observatory  wilh a sum
ample Lo nieet all curtent expenses, and -set aside cer-
tain portons of e Vatwan palace and gardens for jts
srectal use  Near the Gregoran Tower e gave a sulte
o1 tooms fur ihe reception of a large hebiograph  apd
1ty apptricnances  Thrs nstrument,  used for photo-
craphing the sun, 15 an exart duplieate of ¢ene employed
by Janssn an his observatoly at Mendobe  But by far
the most tnpottant addition to the previously exssting
alservalorv was 1he lamons Leonine tower on the sum-
mit ob the Valwan 't ‘I'he two lower storeys are seb
avatl tor tesparches o terrestuind magnetism and seis-
maology In the upper storey i+ placed a large photo-
arashie  equatonial, m size and desten hke the  great
Postrument an the Natwnal Observatory of Pans!'

At the present tiwe, Do Zalim says, {he asirono-
oty of the Vatican Observaloly ate busily engaged in
evecutttr thert patt of the colossal miernational chart
.l eatalozue o1 the heaveus, parls of which have also
Leen assipned 1o the ohservatoties of the 1 nited States
Photographs are also bemg made of the other -heavenly
bodies—the moon, planets, comets, and nebulae—and ab-
Lention 16 Nhewse guen 1o the pholographing of stella
Slectra and of cloud nhenomena ior meteorological pur-
puses.  Descripmg tus feature of the observalory, Dr.
Zatin says —° The Gregotian Tower 1s singularly well
pguipped with mstruments for mvestigations of all kinds.
14 1s well provided with the latest patierns of automa-
110 melruments, particularly in the departments devoted
to metentology.  The Iibrary s already quile large,
and 1§ ramndly increasing in si/e and 1mmportance., 11 re-
cenves (ke publisbed reports of more than three hundrad
ahsrrvatoried. an all parts of the old and new worlds,
and in exehanse tor them it sends out to its correspon-
dents the results of its pwn laher.’

. '

The Rev [ather Maguirve, ol Lismore diobqse, wha
lias fimshetd his studies in Rome, has returned to  Aus-
tratia, 116 has been appointed a Professorpd-St. Pat-
rick’s College, Manly. RO
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