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MESSAGE OF POPE LEO XIIL

TO THE N.Z. TABLET

Pergant Directores et Scriptores Naw Zealand Tablet, Apostoliea Benedictione confortati,
Religionis et Justitisee causam promovere per vias Veritatis et Pacis.

Die 4 Aprilis, 1900,

LEQO XIII,, P.M,

TRANSLATION.— Foritfied by the Apostoiic Blessing, let the Dirvectors and Writers of the New Zealand Tablet
continne to promote the canse of RKeligron and Fustice by the ways of Tiuth and Peace.

April 4, 1900.

LEO XIII, Pope.

Current Topics

Dr. Gibb as Political Opportunist

We learn trom the * Outlooh * that a Jetter was sent
o the Premer the other day by Br Gibd oon the sub-
ject o the Referendum Il irom whioh we mahke the
following oxliacls —

1 amanstructed by the esecutinve of  the Bible-in-
Schools Centerence {o expiess tien carnest hope and de-
sire thal tnotwithstandime Wednesday night's soling an
viie House. the Referendum Dill may become law s
SeSS1ON. You ate of course avwale that the interest felt
M the luxeentfive and the very lalee number of aitizens
whom ihey represept o the fate ot the bl s due al
most exclusively 1o the tact that ot makes provision in
submttine, hy sunple resolution ot bath Iouses,  the
guestion ot Hible-lossens moscipols to 1he detision
the electors . .10 seems 1o us  a theusand
pities that our clear-cut  and  wel e issue should  be
compiicated by bems puved up wath the vartely of ssuces
in the bl now betore the Touse  We would bave held
our peate  «bout this, howeser, it e bill had  eone
through without o hiteh  For the sake of the matter
whichh we have o much at heart, we shall be thankful
1t the Leeislature accepts  the bul am the fmm in wihich
1t was subhmiuitted by the Gosernment

In other words, Dr. Gibb and hs parly are pre-
pared 1o supporl a il which—guite apart from the te-
Lhgous education issue—will have most momentous and
far-reaching, eflects and whuly will, in fact, alier  1he
rery constitution ot the countiy, on the single solitary
pround 1hat 1t will give them what they want in e
matter ot Bible-tcaching 3 schools.  There s some
cort of  cemsistency an the paty  which suppotts  the
feferendum on bioad democtatie principles and as part
ol a peneral body of  democtatic poliey, hut a paty
whien 1~ prepated to alier fhe constitution and to stp-
port a weasure  withoul the sheghtest zegard too ils
merils or demerits stmply for the sane of gettme ats
way on a parlicular guestion, shows a tery inadeguate
sense ot 1t~ political responsthibhes.

The Dogger Bank Trouble

The reterence aof ihe claims arising  ovt of the
Dogper Bank outrage to aibilration—obviously the rno‘:ﬁ
sensible and  satisfactory solution  of the drfficully—is
rather an interesting 1llusiration of the * hread  cast
upon the walers teturming  after many days.”  The ln-
ternalronal 'ourt, or Caomnussion, of Arbitration, uader
wliose auspices the 1mguiry 1s to he conducled is practi-
cally the creation of the Urar, masmuck as 1l 15 the
direct,  outcome ol an  appeal made by hun  te the
Powers some s1X years ago with the view of promoting

peace. I August of 1898  Nicholas 1I. sent a formal

and earnest letter 1o all the Powers drawing atiention
L the cruslung  burden  rmposed on the peoples of all
countiies by the necessity, which every nation at pre-
sent labors under, of heeping up heavy armaments, and
-uggesting . 1hat  a Conferenge. should be held at  the
Fiavue  Tor the purpose  of conswering whether the
Powers conld not agree 1o lake some step towards dis-
alntament and maie some  arrangement  for the seftle-
ment of mtemational  disputes by arbitration. The
Conderenee was hgld in the following year and was  at-
tended by 107 representalives of all the leading nations
ol the waorly Fight proposals were submifted 1o the
Conlerence tor discussion, of which the most importiant
were o proposal not le increase  1he present cfiective
darfnaments, and 1o provide for a reduction of them in
the tuture , 1o prombit  1he use of new arms and  cox-
plosives | (o prolnt submatine/vorpodo boats and| the
use of procectiles or explostves ltom ballosns , and to
accept an principle mediation and facultatne arbitra-
fron I cases lending themselves therelo.

‘t

The duliculies in the way of dizarmament prove?
msupeteble and 5t was found impossible to devise any
practical measure an that dueetion  The rdal  work of
the Conterence was accamplished in the einboration of a
project o arthitration, which provided for the establish-
ment o a permanent  artntratiwon court.  After  much
discuseran the project was adopled, the following con-
ditions ey lard down . that each signatory Power was
to nom nate ol wore than four members of the court ;
Powers desttmg arbitration were to choose any number
of atbetiators out of the hst of members so appointed ;
sid non-srgnatory  Powers  were lo have the right ta
mdahe b ¢ of the coutt  uvnder cerlain prescriped congi-
trons.  An Internationpal Arbitration CUpurt was then
orzanis i, with a Peimanent Bureau, and the Court was
declared duly constituied on Apnl 11, 1901 The oniy
States which at that tune had not ratified 1ihe proposal
for seeh o Court were Ching and Tuarkey. The Brilish
members o1 the Court are Sir I8 BB, Malel, Sir 15, Fry,
Prolessor Westlahe, and Sir Jobn Ardagh. The major-
ily of the wmembers are, ol course, {foreigners, but the
cables mahe 1t clear that England and Russia  have
come to an agreement as 1o the particular arbitrators
te  bhe selected i the present case. As  we
have said, seltlement by  arbitration is un-
doubtediy the proper solution of the diffi-
cully, bul Hussia scems likely lo ‘benefit most by the
propo~al  England cannot gel more  from the (ourt
than she had already demanded from Russia, and there
15 a distinet possibiiily that she may get less.



