Thursday, November 3, 1904

NEW ZEALAND TABLET 15

£8/10/- to £14/10/- (three special} £9/17/6 to £15,
othets, £7/3/6 Lo £11/7/6 ; hesfors, £6/7/6 to £7/10/-;
cows, £7/7/6. Prices equalled 21/- to 26/- per 1001h, up
to 27/6 ror special. ’

rat Sheep.—Medium entry, comprised chiefly of good
quality wethers and some prime heavy ewes. The sale
opened easier, but hmashetd well up fo lale rates Good
to prime woolly wethers brought 25/- to 28/6 ; others,
22/~ to 24/¢ , prime woolly ewes, 23/- to 28/, others,
21/- 10 24/6 . shorn wethers, 18/- o 21/3 ; ewes, 17/9 Lo
20/3 ; mermmo welhers (1n wool), 17/4 Lo 24/11.

Lambs —Onty 6% were penned, keem competition re-
sulting ijn increased prices.  Best lambs brought 21,6 to
23/-; others, 18/- to 21/-; and a tew sold at 15/9.

Pigs.~The entry  was small, chicfly baconers and
porkers coming forward, which met with geod demand,
but stores farled to find buyers. Baconers made 45/- 1o
60/~ equal to 14d 1o 43d per b ; porkers, P8/- Loj 38/-,
equal to &d to 8% per Ib.

A Popular Expression
e —— i =

YA feather in s cap,’” an expression sighifying honor
distinction, arose Irom the custom prevalent among 1he
ahcient Syrians and perpelvated to ths day among the
various savage ol semi-civilised iribes of Asia  and
Americg of adding a new feather to their head-gear fov
every eiicmy slam.  In the days of chivalry. the maiden
knight received s casque featherless and won his plumes
a» he had won his spurs. In a manuseript woitien by
Richard ilansard in 1598, and preserved in the British
Museumny, it is said of the lHumgatians, ' It hath heen an
antient cnstom among them that none shoulde wear a
fether but he whp had hilled a Turk, to whom onlie yt
was lawfal 1o shew the number of fethers in his cappe.’
In Scotland and  Yales 1t 15 stll customary fo-  the
sportsman who kills ihe hrst woodeock lo pluck out a
feather and siich 1l in his cap.

Orange Blossoms

-

Orange blossems are not ihe flowers that all bridey
wear when approaching the nuptial altar. In different
jands various posies are sapposed to be of good omen
when a maid 15 beginming her wedded hife.  In Germany
the wride wears myrile; n Jlaly while roses. Red
roses and  carnalions crown the bhride of Spain. ‘The
hride of Greeee wea's  vine leaves, (Crowns of silver
decit the grides of Sweden, Norway, and Servia. In
Bavaria and Salesia  pearls, ghass, and gold wire are
used. Orange blossoms were worn by Saracen brides,
and since the time of the Crusaders have bheen . worn
peeasionally throughoul 1Murope as ihe emblem of mat-
riage.  Finally, French mutlmers witroduced them defini-
tely into the bridal outfit, and among French and Kng-
lish-speaking people the orange Blossom has almost be-
come symbolwcal of marriage.

MYERS & CO., Dentists, Octagon, corner of George
street. They guarantee the highest class of work at
moderate fees. Their artificial teeth give general satis-
taction, and the fact of them supplying a temporary deh-
ture while 1he gums are healing does away with the
incanvenience of heing months without teeth. They
manufacture a single artificial tooth for Ten shillings,
and sets equally mioderate. The administration of
nitrous-oxtde gas is also a preat boon to those needing
the extraction of a tooth. Read zdvertisoment..r*"

! N OLP SUBSCRIBER OF TUE ‘TABLET W is
anxious to receive informaiion from our country
readers acquainied with any district where a good

‘Gezneral RBlacksmith Business

could be established. The applicant has a Thorough

Kpowledze of the Business in all its branches, amd

would give entire satisfaction. Kindly address letiers to
* TABLET ® OFFICE,

Dunedin.

0%, STOCK TEXCHAXNGE, BUILDINGS
SLIGP?HN(?EI'}S STREET. MACHINERY AGENTS.

Engines, Boilers, and al! kinda New and Second-hand Machinery
Bought and Sold,

Practical Engineer in Charge,

Tobacco Growing in Ireland
—_——————

1t has been damonstrated time and again that ihe
topacce plant can be gtown iy Ireland.  Ilitherto the
Industry (says the * Farmers’ Gazette ') has not been at-
Lempted on a large scale owing to the want of proper
facilities for the curing7and manuafaclure of the leaf.
1'he expense was also conswdered to be (oo great in the
evenl ol fallure for an individual 1o launch out heavily.
Now, however, an experiment on a considerahle scale is
being carrted  out by Colonel Liverard, Randelstown,
Navan. The mimmum quantily required to be grown by
the Government was twenty acres, and Colonel Ewverard
undertook to.arry out the work. 'The twenty acres of
lobacco plants are now  (September) reaching maturity
on the farm of Major Kverard and others in the vicinity,
Soon thus crop will be harvesled and then will come the
test of curing, which should settle once and for all if
tobapco ts a profitable crop tor this country.

Liverything 15 heing done on  the most approved
scale, so that ihe experiment will have a {air chance.
The crop is, to all  appearance, an excellent one. The
seven acres grown in the vicmity of Randelstown is a
fair specimen of ihe whole crop. The ground is tena-
cipus clay, and the crop has been grown after all sorts
of ordinary farm crops. Some of it was grown after
oals, two-year-old lea, cahbbages, mangolds, potatoes, or
wheat. ‘I'Re manuring consisted of farmyard dung, arti-
ficiale of various hinds, and special ofanure compoun-
ded by Captain luverard, from information he received
from growers in the United States. The ground was
prepared as tor a green crop, and every care was taken
m regard to planting aund hoemmg. The plants were
grown in frames irom seed, and afier they got to a
vertain beight  they were planted out in beds. Here
they came on rapidiy, and were at the right size trans-
ferred 1o the drills 'I'he seed was procured [rom the
State Company's farm in Virginia.

The plants were put in forty-lwo inches aparl every
way, and there are upwartds of 3600 of them fo the
acre. T'lie plant grows 1n a single stem which sends out
leaves 1n every direction. When agbout ten leaves have
made their appearance the upward growth of the plant
15 stopped by having the point brolen off. The whole
forces of development are then cenlred on the leaves
formed previpus to the breaking off, and these grow very
Iarge. Some of those we measured ai Randelstown
wore upwards of forty inches in length, by twenty-two
inches ab the widest point. The slems averaged ilour
and a halt feet in height, and hesides having the top
nipped oft to prevent more leaves forming than would bs
fully developed, care has to be laken to pick off any
suckers which form, sa wtat the lecaves will not be rob-
bed of any nourishment.

The handling of the splendid crop in the caring
process and guality of leaf are the things which count.
As Lo gualily much has to be left to chance, but no
expense 15 heing spared in having the curing carried out
on the most approved principle. President Roosevelt
has hindly placed at the disposal of those interested the
services for a time of the United States Government
expert from Kentucky. Meanwhile, the drying barns
ate nearing completign. These barns are perfect of their
land.,  I'ney are divided into ten rooms each, twenty
feet every way, and capable of holding the produce of
ohe acre.  The plants are sphit up to the butts and hung
over spars to dry, supported by the small part or end
not c¢ul tihrough. It is estimated that two tons of
moisture will be evaporated from the produce of each
acre, and this will be accomplished by means of hot
air proeess. The hulding is a substantial one, com-
posed of concrete foundations, six-nch walls up to a
certain drstance, ron ¢olumns, wooid, and cortugated
iron. The walls are packed with sawdust and the roof
course covered with a non-conducting and fire-prooi felt.
The fioors are concreie to avold damp arising from the
ground. ‘The doors are also specially fitted with insula-
tiny, material, and everything is arranged 1in such a
manner that the temperature can be regulated with the
preatest ease. ‘I'he thermometers arg fibted.in such a
way that they can be read without going into any of
ihe rooms. loach of tue apartments cah also be regu-
lated as to {emperature independently of any of the
others. Colonel and Captain Kverard have entered into
the labor m the most public-spirited manner, and the
country owes them a deep debt of gratitude.
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Dr. Farley, Archbishop of New York, has made a
regulation that none but Catholics may take part in
the musical services of the Church it his grohdiocese.

£15 ANGLO-SPECIAL CYCLES £18
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