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Rev. Mother Catherine Drexel, foundress and Superioress
of the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament, who hag con-
secrated her fortune of 40,000,000 dollars to charitabic
works, and more espectally Lo the progress of civilisa-
tion amongst the negroes  What an eleqrent reply ale
these facts to the atlacks of the free-tluinking press,
which tells 1ts readers every day thal Catholic Faith 1
dead and dogma on the ¢ve of disappearing from  ihe
earth.

Death of Rev. Broiher Mark, Auckland

Y
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(From our own correspondent.)

Shortly alter nine o’clock ¢n Tuesday morning Rev,
Brother Mark, Director of the Sacred [eart College,
Pohsonby, died suddenly. A hittle more ihan a  foxt-
night ago he had a very sudden attack of 1llness, and
wad contalescent when he  met with {his <gcond  and
fatal attack. He had risen carly in the morning and
had had breakfast with the other Brothers. Om poing
apstairs Lo lus room afier breakfast be fell, and m a
vory short time was dead. Dr. Bediord, who attended
him in his  recent illness, was telephoned for immedi-
ately, bul on armwving & few nnhutes fater found 1hat
his patrent was no more  The students were in school
when  the sad event occurred.  The Brothers conductied
them 1o Llhe colleme chapel immedialely, and there the
Very Rev D IKgan, m a few touchimg woirds, {old
ithem what had happencd, and  ashed them  to join
with him v praying for the repose of the soul of Bro-
ther Marh.

It 1s close on a quarler of a century since Brether
Mark jowned the Order of the Marist Brothers. e
was  born in County Waterford, Ireland, his famiiy
name bewng Lemhban.  As a youth he thought he had a
voecation for the priesthood, and afler undergoing a
collegnate trammng, went Lo AMount, Melleray Senii-
nary to pursue his  higher studies. Many of
his tlass-miates t1here  are now cngaped in their
priestly lahors in different parts of  Australia, and, in
the person of the«Ven. Archpriest Walsh, of Westport,
we have in New Zealand ono who always held Drother
Mark in the highest esteem. After spenting two  or
three years at Mount DNelleray, he became comvineed
thatt God had not called him  to the priesithood, and,
leaving the Semunary emigrated 1o New Soutih Wales,
where ‘he settied down 1o {eaching, having previously
fittgd himself for the profession in the great training
school at Fort sireel, Sydnev. Ile entered the service
of the New South Wales Education Department, and
soon rose 1o be head of a sclool After he had been
some vears ongazed in teaching  he entered the dlarist
Brothers' Saciely, and, after undergoing the cusiomary
1rawnmg 1n the Novitiate, was appownied Dhrectior of 5t
Francws' school, Haymatrket. In 1886 he was apponted
to the Directorship  of the most ympottant Brothers'
school 1mm New Yealand then, thal of Wellington — Whe
can iell the amount of good e accomplished during the
many years e spent there?

On the atternoon of his death and the whole of the
following day numerous lelegrams were received at lhe
College from Wellington, expressing Lhe sympathy of the
senders with the Brothers  on the loss they had  sus-
taimed.  One of the first telegrams received was  irom
one of Bother Mark's oldest  friends, the Ven Aich-
deacon Devov.  DBessages ol condolence were alsh re-
celved from the Very Rev. Fathey Lewis, Rev. Father
Holley, Very Rev. Kather Xeogh (Rector of St 1'at-
riok's (‘ollege), Rev TFather Kimhbell, Rev. 1. Van
Qigveren (Jewisit Rabhr), and many others. Cables
were recetved from his Lovdship, Bishop Lamban, from
Melhourne, and from the Rev. Father O'Shea, atl present
in Sydney.

About six yvears aro Brother Marh was anpointed
Visitor to the Brothers' schools in New Yoaland Al
the Brothers in the Colony, who have hnown him, ‘ml_l
foplg treasure his memorv,  Ie was the most setf-sacti-
hoing and sel-forgetful of men. .

In hun the Marist Brothers' have lost one of their
nrost successful teachers,  one of their aldest adminis-
trators, and ong of their best and most zealous mem-
bers.

After Reguiens Mass, windh was celebrated in Lbe
Cnliege Chapel by the Very Rev. Dr. Bgan, the funecal
left on Wednesday morming  for Panmure  The proces-
oion was headed by the pupils ol the Marist Brothers'
parochial se¢hool, il street, followed hv the College
boys, and vehicles confaining  1he local clergy, ihe
RBrothers, and friends of the deceased At Panmure the
emeral was mei by the Rev. Father O'Hara  The Very
Rov. Dr. Egan read the burial service, awd the remains
of iha late Brother Mark were laid to resy beside those
of s late copitere, Brother Joseph, whose dikdden death
in Auwecliland some ten vears amo caused sumtlar expres-
siong of deen sympathy as were recened  ob s oc-
casion from diflerent paris of the Colony. Among the

vlergy present al  the grave were the Rev.
DPatterson, Holbrook, McMilian, Dufly,
Buchkley, ard Sheridan.—R.1.P.

Fathers
McGuinness,

The Growth of Insanity in Ireland

v

Tn his annual reporl Dr. William Graham, Medical
Supermlondent of the Belfast Lunatic Asylum, pives
Somo nte ‘esting facts in connection with the unpleasant
probiem ol incieasuy insabity o lreland. 1le S5dyb .
" Nao explanation of this ternble growth has ever been
olfered by the advocales of accumulation. 16 15 ob-
vious that Lhe source of {he evil must he sought out-
sido the asylum walls. Turn the matter as we may in
our minds, we are driven by the sheer force of facts to
the conclusion that the mass of the increase is real
and ahsolute, not appatent and relative. When all fair
dedictions have been made, insanily is increasing about
40 por cent. faster than the population in Iingland, and
wilh us 18 jnereasing in spile of a diminishing ‘popula-
Lion.  And this position is cotroboraled by experts
whose outlook is not bounded by Ireland, Mt extends
to the cwvihised world. Allow me 1o gkote y few
words [rom a recent article of Proiessor Lombroso ‘—
* Insane persons have multiplied a bundredicld  with
civilisation to such an extent that where a few  years
ago one madinouse was encguah now 100 axe needed.’
In the United States, while the population doubled in
little more than 30 years, the insane increased sixfold ;
“o m tho last decade the increase in population was 30
per vent. and that of the insane 155 per cent. In France
there were 141 1nsane per 100,000 inhabitamts in 1883,
143 in L8&E, 136 1n 1888 This sounds appalling.

Hut Factls are Facls,
and awce observed an ellort must be nvade to trace the
cause. Dealiy with  pleoholism  as a  predisposing
cause, accordmng to many, ihe view of Dr. (iraham 15
that * the curlons fact remamns that amongst savage
peoples aleohol does not produce that ultra-demnopalisa-
tion of the nervous  system known to civilised men.
Thare must be some other cause at work to account for
1t In other words, alcoholism 1s not merely a cause,
16 15 an eflect as well ; a symptom of an alneady ex-
1~ting degeneracy of brain and nervous system. It is
nol demed that contimued drunhenness may set  up
such changes which, gradually increasing from peneration
to generation, wil 1ssue n insanity, But cases of
this order gre probably exceptional. In  the majority
of instances there 18 already a wealkness of brain and
nerve which leads 1o a want of seli-control, and this
m {ain tysues 1n Intemperance. The fact, then, on
which emphasis  1s (o be laid  is not 1he craving for
drink, but the degeneracy of which it 13 most  fre-
gquently  the symptom.” Turmng to the more compli-
cated probieny of heredify, his view is {hat heredity
causes nothing,  brings nething into existence ; all it
does 18 Lo take up and perpeluate lendencies which from
whatever cause ltave been originated and developed.
The blisenesd of heredily iB not,  to lef die cortain phe-
nomena once they have been b ought inlo the field  of
heing The eaxbaustion  whicl is comung on the coun-
try through the dran of emugration was also dealt wibkh
m this connection by Dr. Grabam tn his paper.  Speah-
ing of lhe past forty yoars ho says: ¢ Not only are
the gentry ihe people who, with whatever faults, sot a
higher standaid of culture before the nalivn diseppear-
ing, tat the great mddle class, the professional men,
the educated artivan, the brainy farmer, have had to go
elsewhere in order {o find adequale scope flior their tal-
ent and enerpy.  The lamentable result 15 that Ireland
to-day 1s depleted of her best and strongest clements,
retaming the weak and the unfit. In tho past forty
vears we have lost about four ruillions of the physical
apd mental fower of the country. Is 1t any wonder,
then, that
Mental Degeneration is on ihe Increase

amongst  us?’ A possible predisposing causd of the
nmuwehief, tao, 18 the change that has taken place in the
dietary of the people, wherchy their physical and men-
tal staming s physteally aflected. As Dr. Graham
pommtis out, the laborer and {he artisan used to make
porridge, rmlk, and polatoes, with an occasional piece-
of fish, their staple food. Now, instead of these,
they try to do their work by the aid of stimulants,
guch as tex, stout, and other artifictal drinks: mnot
omiy so, hut the uiter igmorance of ceoking  whigh
prevails in the counliy, even in its simplest forms
make§ ihe people casy viclims to all kinds of canned
or concentratad meats. 7o make matters worse, the
fea thav is eonsumed sp abundantly is not China, bub
Irdian, or, as 1t 18 popularly called, ¢ Asgam.’ ‘fhis is
ofton boiled, kept on the siove or near the fire. The
resnlt 15 a4 powsonous concoction, destructive to  the
nerves and ruthous to the digestion.
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