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from any point of view. For the sake of argument,
Igt us say she acted wrongly ; the incident still re-
mains an example of the misrepresentation of which
evilly disposed ranters are capable. The rdrsion given
by the department i no way fallies with the man
Wheeler’s siory Tie secms Lo have distocted an -
conseguential BLichering belween a Preshylerian tleacher
and a parcnt  into an example of how Catholic  tea-
chers atlempled to pervert ithe minds of their pumls
in the public schools. It is only one of the many
sampleys we could give of Orange methods.’

ATTAGK BY A ‘DEFENGE’ ASSOGIATION

re
v

Charges Against an Irish Priest

The following further correspondence on a subject al-
ready dealt with  in our columns appeared during the
past weeh 1n the Dunedin ‘ Iivening Star.’ ™he slory
referred Go in the first paragraph appeared also 1m an
auchkland paper (—

Sir,~There recently appeared in your columns a
gslo.v 1 1he effect that a Prolestant police nan hed torn
dismisged 1 Mayo Couunty, Ireland, on insuificient evi-
denc:, thal this was done at the wnstizacion ot atler
¢'Hara ' and that the head and front af the  nuiable’s
ol'endimg was merely this—that lhe had wooed cnd woen
a Catpclie maid of Kiltimagh., Through rovr courlesy
I vas enabled to place before vour readers the cller
side of the story. It contradicled in practically every
particular the version of the case wpreviously published
in you columns, aud it had the advantage of being
based, as 1o one 1tem, on the testimony of the 1arenls
of “ihe wowman in the case,” and, as to the others, on
the (guoted) official statemenils made in 1ihe Ilousc of
Compions on June 13, June 15, and July 15 oy  DMr.
Wyncham, Chiel Secretary for Ireland.

In vour itssue of last Saturday there appeared a
tale which, as regards 11s substance, might have heen
(except for one statement) a transcript of the romance
first published by you. The tale referred to was sup-
plied by an organisation which calls itself the ‘ Protes-
tant Defcnee Association.’” Their version of the case
consisted of a series of absolulely wnsupported and
gratuitous assertions, which are logically mel by gratui-
tous denials. They were, moreover, in hopeless  con-
tradiction with the parental {estimony referred to
above, and with 1liec authoritalive and official declara-
tions of Chief Seeretary Wyndham quoted in my letter
ol Auvpust 20. There is no need, on any accounti, ithat
I should thresh that old straw over again.

My sole reason for troubling you with this com-
munication is 1o focus public atiention on the fresh
matlter that has heen imported into this controversy—to
wit, the vchement special attack made by this * defence ’
assopciation on the personal character of Father O’Hara
~who, T may here siate, is one of the ablest and wost
beloved priests in the West of Ireland, popular with Pro-
lestanis as well as  Catholics in his parish, and weil
worlhy of the t:ribute paid 1o him by the Chiei Secre-
iary for Irelamd from his place :n the Britixh Parlia-
ment.

The Fresh Onslaught

on Father O'Hara by the *‘ defence’ organisation con-
sisls of two grievous accusations. ,The firsl is neces-
sarily imphed 1n their story; ile  second is direct
They- assert (1) that he headed a * conspiracy * ‘' 1o get
the offiending Protestant out of ihe place, and (2} ior
this puvpose trumped up three false accusations against
him.” I turn 1o the great standard ' Encyclopaedic
Dictionary ' and in the thirteenth volume, page 223,
find the following definition: *‘ To trump up 7. To
devise or make up falsely ; 1o concoct.' Tt would he
a very grave malter to lay the doulde-barrcled charpe,
guoled above, zgainst even a member of the criminal
class. 1t is vastly more serious to level it at a man
who is engaped in the sacred ministry. If Father O'Hara
were, as staled, guilly of criminal comspiracy and  of
* goncocting * ¢ false accusaliens,’;his proper place would
obviocusly be, not the aliar of fod, but the felon’s
cell.
No Fair-minded Man, -

Christian or ,non-Christian, would fulminate such feariul
charfes unless he was satisfied that he had the most co-
gent proois ol the guilt of the persen whom he accus-
ed. Thus far, however, the - defemce * association has
not advanced so mueh as a scrap of evidence to sustain
their quoted accusalions against Fatber O'Hara. I now
invite them 1o supply this sirange omission. They can-
not let the mniter rest where it stands. For my part,
I will insist on stringent and conclusive evidence, grant-
ing nothing but what is established by adeguate proof.

Father O'Hara's friends in this oity and province
no doubt, watch 1he discussion with interest. No
honorable course is open 1o ibe ' defgnders * hut to
ervher sustain their attack by cogent evidence of its
truth, or to frankly and manfully withdraw their quoted
tharges. I will ot do them the injustice of supposing
that ihey will eclect to run away from accusations
of suck gravity and take retuge 1n Bre'r Rabbit's un-
worthy resort—* lay low and say nufn’.’ Bul if such a
regrettable contingency should occur, I shall, after a
Leasonable defay, claim the privilege of saying a further
word on the subject in vour colulnns.—Yours, ete.,

EDITOR * N.Z. TABLET.
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CIRCULAR BY THE BISHOP OF
DUNEDGIN

i E——"

The following circular to ihe clergy and laity of
the Diogese of Dunedin has been issued by his Lordship
Bishop Verdon :—

Dearly beloved in Christ,—

_ Our Ifoly Father Pope Pius X. has issmed an Ency-
clical letier in which he reminds us that the amniver-
sary 18 approaching of , that happy day on which, ufty
years ago, the great Pentifi of holy memory, Pius IX.,
pronounced and defined that * the doctrine which holds
that the Blessed Virgin Mary in the first instant of her
conception was, by a special grace of the Almighty and
a singular privilege, and in view of the merits of Jesus
Christ, the Saviour of the human race, preserved ¢x-
empt from ali stain ¢f Origiral Sin, has been revealed
by (#od, and is iherefoie to be firmly and constantly be-
hieved by all the Faithiul.® This solemn defmition was
hailed with pious enthusiasm Ly all the Bishops of the
L‘atﬂroli:c.(}hurch, and was received with demonstrations
of the liveliest joy by the Faithiul in every part of the
world. Al hoped that our Blessed Mother so honored
by 1he Sugcessor of St. Peler would oblain for the
whole Church mbre abundant graces and blessings from
her Allpowerful Son. Nor were those hopes disappoin-
ted , ‘“for,” as our Holy Falher says in his Encyclieal
letter, * who can number the secret gifts of grace which
Giod has hestowed upon His Church through the inter-
cession of {he Blessed Virgin throughout this period 7
And even overlooking these gifts, what is to be said of
tha Valycan Council so ovportunely convoked ; or of the
dogma of Yapal Infallilhty so siitably prociaimed 1o
meet the errors that were about to arise ; or, finally,
of 't.ha‘b new and unprecedented fervor wiith which the
Faithlul of all classes and of every ration have long
been flocking to venerate in person the Viear of Christ 7'

And now when after the lapse of Half a cenfury we
renew the memory of ihat joyous evemt, our }oly
Father-Pore Pius X. carnestly desires that * an echo of
that holy joy will be awakened 1m our minds, and {hat
those masgnificont seenes of a dislant day, of failth and
of love lowards the august Mother of God, will be 1e-
pealed.’

To encourage us 1o celebrate the approaching  festi-
val of the Immaculate Conceptlion with greater earnest-
ness, and to prepare us for more abundant grace, the
Sovereign Pontifi opens the treasury of the Church and
grants to the Catholic world an Extraordinary Indul-
gence in the form of a Jubilee. FHis words are: ' And
that heavemly graces may help us more abundantly than
usnal to atlain the imitation of the Virgn, during this
vear in which we pay her fuller honor, and that thus
We may more easily secure Our object of restoring all
things in  Christ, We have determined, ajler the example
ol Our Prcteceszors at the beginning of their Pontifi-
cates, to grant to the Catbolic world an Extraordi-
nary Indulgence in the form of a Jubilee.’

The Jubilee thus announced will commence in  the
Diccese of Dunedin on the 8th Seniember, the Feast of
the Nalivity of the Blesred Virgin Mary, and will end
on the 7th Decemher, the Eve of the Feast of the Im-
maculate Concepticon.

The Conditions

to be fulfilled in crder to gain the Plenary Indulgence
of the Jubilee are :—

Ist. To visit three times a church designated by the
Bishop of the Diocese

Z2nd. Te fast on meagre or black-fast fare, on any
gnhe dav at the choice of each individual.

3rd. To make a good Conlession and receive Holy
Communion worthily,

Cathplics who live in the ¢ily or suburbs of Dunedin
shall make 1he three prescribed wisits to St. Joseph's
Cathedral. In all other parts of the Diocese the Faith-
ful wilk ‘make the threc prescribed visits to the church in
which they are accustomed to hear Mass on Sundays.
These visits must be made with devotion, and they
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