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sult of that officer’s investigation is given below, and
the Minister of Public Instruction thinks that the report
should be published, in  justice to all concerned. From
it a true accouni of the incident may he gathered. It
will be sgen that the published allegations were not
sustained, and were quite incorrect, as the child was
neither called. out of her class, chastised, nor sent home,
hor was the guoted allusion to Dr. Dill Macky made.
in Mr. Wheelet's speech he appears also to have urged
the duiy ol the poople te see that only praperly-quali-
fied teachers were appointed to teach in public schonls,
who 'would not pervert, or attempt to pervert, the chil-
dren's minds with the doctrines of the Roman Cathslic
Chureh. Tt so happens that the teacher complained of
in this case is a Presbyterian; but, apart from that
altopether, it may be stated that the departmental
rules and practice require all teachers to be yualified,
amd strictly forbid and prevent any attempts at perver-
sion. ' Nothing musit ever be said or done by any tea-
cher in a pppil’s hearing or presence calculated to offend
the religious views of that pupil, or of any olher in
the school, or of the parents of any pupil.’’’ And
thus a trio of yellow ‘ yarns'® go up in smoke.

AN ORANGE LIE NAILED

——e e

Towards the close of our * Current Teopics' of this
izsiue reference is made to the charge made by an Orange
leader, onic Wheeler, in reference to a teacher in the
Woollahra ‘public school, New South Wales. The charge
ran as follows :—

‘1t is the duty of the peopls to see that only pro-
perly gualified men and women are appointed to teach in
the public schools—teachers who will not pervert the
childrem’s minds wilh the tenets or doctrines of the
Roman Catholic Chugch. (Applause). In Uhis connection
a little episod? ocpurred in the  Woollahra electorate
only on Tuesday which I want to refer to. A little
girl wend to a public  school with a emall  plece of
orange ribbhon pinned to her breast. She was called
out of her class by the teacher, chasbised, and  sent
hame, becanse that piece of ribbon reminded her (the
teacher) of that “ renegade and blackguard, Dr. Dill
Macky.”” (Laughter, followed by great cheers and rounds
of Kentish fire for Dr. Macky). I want you tg under-
stand that a little episode of that character is not going
to pass unchallenged—(cheers)—hecause it is no part of
the d1fy of a public s hool teacher to find fanlt with
any scholar who wore a piece of greem or yellow rih-
bon. (Cheers).” )

The following is the report of the official investiga-
tion into the charges 1—

Woollahra Superior Public School.

Complaint against
the infant department :

On Monday, 25th wit.,, an imquiry into the complaint
above referred to was conducted in the presence of all
caoncerned, including the head masier, Miss Galloway,
Mrs. Little, Mr. Little, and the child, Margaret Little.
Though T allowed Mr. Little {o be present, I rcfused to
allow him to take any part in the proceedings.

Neo attempt was made to question the child, as 1
considerpd her too young (6% years old) to give reliable
evidence.

Tho facts of this case are soon told.
Margaret little was sent to school with a piece of
yvellow ribbon pirned to the front of her dress. At
first no notice was taken of the badge. The punils,
Margaret amongst the number, were sent out of school
at 11 o’clock, as usual, bo play, and while so engaged a
boy named Sullivan pushed Margaret down. This was
potired by, the tecachers in charge and reported.

When the  children returned to duty Miss Galloway
called out Sullivan gnd Margaret Little to the front of
the class, imguired into  the conduct of Sullivan, found
him to be in fault, and, #s a punishment, gave him i1wo
strokes an the hand with a eane. Just as the two
children were relurning to their places in the class,
Miss C(ialloway noticed f{or the first time the orange.
colored ribbon on the child’s dress and hair. Margaret
was at once asked to take it off. but she renlied, * It is
sewn on.' Then Miss Galloway directed her to leave the
ribhon at home in the afterncon, avd added, ‘'T{ yon
bring it bhark T shall punish vou." Margaret then went
an with her Jesvons as usmal. and at 12.30 was dis-
migsed with all fhe other children for dinner. Of course
the ehild told her mother what the teacher had threat-
ened to do.

Miss Galloway, the mistress of

On July 12

_After dinner Mrs. Little took Margaret back to school
without removing the ribbon. She first called upoh the
head mastier, Mr, Saxby, and told him what Miss Gal-
loway had threatered. He explaired that mo teacher
could punish for such an act, and gave i1 as his opinion
that Miss Galloway had been misinterpreted. - Go,” he
added, ‘ 10 Miss Galloway yourself, and disouss the mat-
te.r with her.’ Acting “at once on this advice, Mrs.
Little took her chiM fio Miss Galloway. An altercation
than took place, during which Miss Galioway informed
Mrs. Littlc that if the child returned to schopol with the
ribbon on her dregs, that ribbon would be taken off. The
tightt of a teacher to do this was challenged, and the
head master was referred to by Mrs. Little as opposed
Lo such acticn. Thereupon Miss Galloway, followed by
Mrs. Little, went to Mr. Saxby, whom they found on
ihe boys’ playground, and, aiter being questioned about
whati ho had said to Mrs. Little, he ont the interview
short by saying to Miss Galloway, 'if I have na right
to interfere, it is useless to say any more.’ All then
separated, but as Mrs. Little was turning away to take
her (:hl]td home she onece more asked Miss Galloway : ‘Do
you intend to punish my ehild if T send her this after-
noon with the ribbon on ? * Tg this Miss Galloway te-
plied * Yes.’ This reply closed the conversation. Mrs.
Little returned home with her daughter, and explained
to her hushand what had happened.  He determined to
defy Miss Galloway in this matter, aud so sent the
child back to school with the ribbon still on her dress.
Mrs. Little accompanied hen daughter to the school,
handed her to Miss Galloway with an apology for her
lateness, and without further comment she again return-
ed home. Miss Galloway received the child, sent her to
her class, and took no  steps  to carry out her oft-re-
;i:(a)ated threat with reference to the wearing of the rib-

JoT.

Miss Galloway has heen in charge of the infanfs’
department at Woollahra more than 20 years. During
all that time she has discharged her duties to the sat-
isfaction of her superior officers and the commendation
of the local public.

. No attempt was made to pervert the child’s mind
with the doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church. She
was not éalled out of her class for wearing vellow rib-
bon, she was niot chastised for that or anything else,
she was wot sent home for that, nor did Miss Galloway

use the exnressions * renegade ' and © Wack uarg ’
 th 3 as de-
scriptive of Dr. Djil Macky or of anyone eﬁ:se.

(Signed) M. WILLIS,

Senior Inspector,
North Sydney, August 3.

The QOrange Lie.

‘ Here we have,” says the ° Catholic Press,” ‘an ex-
cellent example of the Orange lie. The man  Wheeler
clearly stated that the child was chastised and sent
home for wearing @ tipben that reminded her (the iea-
cher) ‘‘of that vrenegade and blackguard Dr. Dill
Macky."” Obhviously Wheeler Ied the public to belicve
that the teacher was a Catholic, and that her Catholic
symipathies were Jeading her to influence the minds of
the children towards her beliefs. The petty incident
was magnified into an awiful example of what Catholics
are capable of in any position of influence. It was cer-
tainly Wheeler's intention to work up anti-Catholic hos-
(1lity by relating this anecdote. Yet the teacher wag a
Presbytorian, and could scarcely be accused of Catholic
sympathies. It was the little boy, Sullivan, and not
Margaret Little, who was chastised. The teacher did
not call Dr. Macky either a ‘*remegade ' or a ‘' black-
guard,”” although, as a member of his denomination she
is probably ashamed of him. It is apparent that the
ieacher, no matter what her religion was, could have
acted in no other way. She probably suspected that
little Sullivan’s patriotism was at the bottom of little
Margaret’s misadventure, and whilst she punished him
for his action she appreciated the fart that Margaret's
peace and comiort were not best consulted by her mwo-
ther when she sewed a party badge uponm her dress and
semt heér among her schoolmates in a recognised  nili-
tant guise. As it is laid down by the department for
the guidance of tecachers that ‘‘ nothing must ever be
said or dome by any teacher in a pupil’s hearing or pre-
senee calcplated to offend the religious views of that
punil or of ary pupil in the school,’” so teachers must
find it also necedsary to protect the religious convictions
of wone owpil from the rancor of another, and take such
steps as they might find necessary to keep the atmos-
phere of their classes free from any sectarian taint. If
anyone should have heen spanked it should have  been
Margaret's very foolish mother, whose bitterness and
igmoran~e led her to attempt to upset the serenity of a
little children's playground.

‘ However, we are not concerned with the ethics of
the teacher's conduct and do oot intend to diseuwss it,
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