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tation each represented an organisation or public body.
What they wanted was that the Government should
save them from the need for further orgapisaiion.
* We represent i{he views and feelings,’ he continued,
‘of large numbers of persons, many of whom are only
too eager for orgamsation, But we hate bigotry., We
consider ecclesiastical strife the worst of all kinds of
strife. We know {hat the very worst of feelings are
sompiimes engemiered in conflicts about religion, and we
appeal to the civil Government to keep questions of
religion  where for many years they have been kepi—
outside the civil province of the State.’ If Parliament
decided to submit the question to the people, they
asked that it should be very different from the question
proposed by the Bible-in-schools Conference.

Dr. Findlay said he wished to voice the comwiction
he had bheld for years, that the free and secular edu-
cation, which had been one of the chief planks of the
platiorm of the party to which the Premier helonged,
should not be destroyed by a step which was retrograde,
and which took them back to a pericd, and to difficul-
ties and disadvantages which ihey had hoped, as a free
people, they had left bekind for good and all (hear,
hear). However, they might cloud the issue as to teach-
img mrorality, the real purpose of the movement was to
teach religion. II the (overnment admitted the Bible
text-book into the schools, it could nol in ihe future
meet the demand for its extension and alleratiom until
it embraced, if necessary, the whole of the Bible. He
submitted that the children of our country should be
permitted to meet on the common ground of secular
education without the differences and bilterness that de-
nominationalism engendered. Once they taught religion
they would get back to the old days of intolerance, and
starty a drift that might land them in a State Church.
It the question was to be put to a majority voie,
where wouid it end ? They wanted to be safeguarded
against the activity of a minority who would go to
the polls to vote,

The Rev. W. A. Evans made ihe point ihat therc
was nothing in the New Zealand system of edpcation
that could exclude children of any class or creed. 1Tle
could not see why they should face the possibitity of
having to differentiate by a conscience clause between
two classes of the community. If a referendum was to
be taken, the first step should be to distribute the text-
bhook hroadcast over the country, so as to lel the people
clearly understand what it was.

Mr, Gewmmell, formerly inspector of
spoke.

Mr. Seddon questioned very much whether any other
subject would have bhrought such a diverse assembly io-
gether., It would be undemocratic to refuse the people
the opportunity, under fixed and fair conditions, of ex-
pressing their opinion. The House of Representiatives
had more than once passed the Referendum Bill, well
knowing that this was one of the questions that might
be submitted under it. He thought the Bill would pass
again by a large majority, and if it passed the Upper
Hause resolutions would have to be massed as to what
questions should be put. Both Houses would insist that
{here should he no doubt as to what the people should
be required to vote upon. It was clearly a matter for
the ipeople to decide. He did not think, however, that
public moneys should be spent in printing the text-
book for circulation. It would be the duty of those
who were asking that the question be submitted to see
that the information was placed in the hamds of every
elector. He was very sorry to see that so little was
known about the text-book except within a given eircle.
There had been an ominous silence on the part of ihe
press in respect to Bible-reading in schools. It was
not for him to say what that meant. The Legislative
Council would probably recognise that the right of 4he
people Lo a direct vote on 1he sulfject should not be
kept from them. Personally, he beliéved in every child
in the countrv being taught religion.

The Rev. H. Van Staveren: In sohool ?

Mr. Seddon : I have nob said in school. There are
places,” of course, and there are those whose duty it is.
I feel myself, and do not hesitate to say, that those
whose duty it is o teach religion ahd mprality have
had opportunities for years, and have failed to embrace
them, and a great eflort is heing made now 1o pget
someone else to do it (applause),

iIn conclusion, Mr. Seddon promised to go on wilth
the Referendum Rill as previously mentioned.

gchools, also

When our Navy shall sweep o’er the seas—
Not the subsidized navy of Ned—

God bless him.! we’ll tackle the breeze,
And the battle and breakers ahead,

With a knowledge—no matter how ocoaled—
That we'll steer both swift and secure

Through the cold-cutting seas of coughs and of sneeze,
With WOODS' GREAT PEPPERMINT CURE.

CIRCULAR BY THE BISHOP OF
CHRISTCHURCH
—----—-.—*..._,__

The following circular has been issued by the Right
Rev. Dr. Grimes, 8.M., Bishop of Christchurch :—
Dearly Beloved Brethren and Children in Jesus Christ—

, On_the Feast of the Purification our Holy Father,
Pius X, was pleased to ammounce the solemn indulgence
of a Jubilee tc be gained during the course of the pres-
ent vear.

The proclamation of this great privilege was in-
tended to mark his own elevation to the Supreme Pon-
tificate, and still more to commemorate the nftieth an-
niversary of the definition of the dogma of the Immacu-
late Conception. In his beautiful Encyelical, which will
he read in all ihe churches and chapels of the Diocese as
soon as it will have been received by the Clergy, the
Sovereign Pontifi expresses the hope that the renewal of
the memory of the Immaculate Conception of the
Mother of God will fil! the hearts of the faithiui with a
holy joy, similar to that which was felt by the Caiho-
lic world fifty years ago. At the same time he looks
forward to the repetition of the magnilicent demonstra-
tions which then took place to prove their children's
love and devotion towards the glorious Virgin who, of
old, was inspired to proclaim—' Behold from henceforth
all generations shall call me blessed. Because He that
is mighty hath done great things to me : and Holy is His
name.’—St. Luke xi. 48-19.

Amorng the many motives urging us to a grateful de-
votion to the Blessed Virgin, the Holy Father makes
mention of the many gifts that come 10 us from on high
through the Immacuiate Mary. The first and chief 1s,
that through our Blessed Lady all mankind is united to
Christ. Upon Mary, as a foundation, the noblest aiter
her Divine Son, rises the edifice of the faith of Chris-
tians. Through her, more than any other means, we
Lave ofiered {0 us a sure way of attaining to Jesus
Christ.  Through Mary we arrive at the knowledge of
Jesus Christ ; and, therefore, the Holy Father declares
that aill solemnities everywhere being prepared in honor
of the Immaculate Concepiion, should have in view the
knowledge and love of Jess Christ,

The acls of devotion performed during the Jubiles
are not to bear the mere appearance of piety ; they
must be inspired by the heart and the will. Homage
to Mary should work a change in our lives by the imi-
tation of her virtues, more especially those of faith and
hope and charily to God and our neighbor. In the Im-
maculate Conception will be found great help for the
preservation and righlt development of these virtues.
Faith will be confirmmed, hope aroused, and the precept of
charity fulfilled.

The Jubilee will begin in this our Diocese of Christ-
church, September the 9th, and will end on the Feast of
the Immaculate Conception, December ihe &th.

The Foltowing are the Conditions
to be fulfilled in order to gain the Indulgence of | the
Jubilee :

L.—All who live in the city of ‘'Ghristchurch must
make three visits 1o the Church of the Pro-Cathedral,
Those who live putside the city must male three dis-
ltinct visits to their own parish church, or the church
of the district in which they live.

2.—-During those visits they must pray according to
the inteniions of our Holy Father, for the liberty and
cxaltation of the Catholic Church and the Apostolic See,
for the extirpation of heresy, the conversion of those in
error, the concord of Christian princes, and the peace
and urity of the faithful.

3.—To observe a rigorous fast on some one day at
the choice of the {faithful. On this Fas{ Day neither
dripping Mor Pard fnay be used, andl white! meats, such
as bulter, eggs, cheese and milk, may be used at the
principal meal only. i

4.—8acramental Confession and Holy Communion.—
Children who hftve wot yet made their First Communion
may be dispensad by their Confessor from the obligation of
receiving Holy Communion, and gain the indulgence of
the Jubilee, by fulfiling the other conditions.

Nota bene 1.—=0Our Holy Father the Pope declares
that the indulgence of the .Jubilee can be gained only
once, and that it may be applied by way of suffrage to
the Souls in Purgatory ; and furthermore, that all other
indulgences, even Plenary, may #till be obtained by the
faithful during the time of the Jubilee.

2.—The usual privileges are granted to Confessors
and to religious om the occasion of this extraordinary
Jubilee which, we earnestly hope and pray, will be a
source of heaven’s choicest blessings upon this Diocese,
and all the faithful thereof.

3.—~Thouph it is left to the discretion of the faithful
to choose any time between the 9th of September snd
ithe 8th of December for the gaining of the Jubilee, we
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