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cumstances of our time good Catholics—whose best
hopes lie beyond the grave—will leave to others g mono-
poly of that method of disposing of the dead which
suggests the repulsive scenes of the Rali Ghat of Cal-
cutta,

‘ROME RULE’

L e W ——
*One Story is Good Enough till Another is Told’

The following letter by the ' Tablet ' editor explains
itsell. 1t appeared i last Saturday’s ' Kvemng Star’
{Dunedin).

Sir,—In your latest London correspondence there ap-
pears, under the heading * Rome Rule,' a story which
may be summarised as follows :—

(1) A Protestant policeman became engaged to a
Catholic girl 1n the almost exclusively Catholic county
of Mayo, Treland. The parish priest of the place
(Father O'Hara) o' made many efforts 1o prevent the
marriage, but ihe engaged couple would brook no' inter-
ference.’ (2) Tha next .step was the laying of three
grave charges against the policeman, * on the motion of
('Hara,” coupled with the demand for lis iranster eise-
where. In consequence of Father O'Hara’s represoenta-
tions, the constable was finally dismissed in  an im-
proper way hy Sir Antony MacDonnell, Under-Secre-
fary tor Ireland, after having * stood his trial and hav-
ing heen homorably quittad.’ (3) This ‘travesty of
justice” was later on, in consequence ol another 1nquiry,
seb right by the Chief Secretary for Ireland, Mr. Wynd-
ham. (4} ‘' The facts of the case received little notice
outiside Ireland t1ll atiertion was drawn to the matter
in the House of Commuons recently.”

The story, as told in your celumns, is a precis of a
sensational one that appeared some time ago 1m the
London *'Globe.’ There is another and very difierent
version of the case, which, I think, bas the merit of
vastly greatly probability. It resls on  detailed ac-
counts in a pumber of Irish and Scotiish papers that I
have read ; on two letters of Father O'1lara, one tg an
Irish paper, the other to the London * Globe’; and on
several lengthy reports of proceedings in Parliament
which are befo® me. It runs, briefly, as follows .—

1. The * Engagement *

The somewhat romantic story of the alleged ' engage-
ment ' of the two ‘ loviers true,’ as told n your col-
umns, 1%, through and through, hopelessly inconsisient
with the unadorned and far less agrecable narrative un-
folded by the parenis of the young pirl and by Father
O'Hara. There 15 no need for going inte any detals
here, beyond stating that Father O’Hara's objection to
the constable was based on grounds gquite apat from
the man’s religion. The Mayo pastor is described g5 an
able and public-spirited man and exceedingly friendly
with the Protestants in his parish.  The Chief Secre-
tary for Ireland, Mr. Wyndham, passed a high eulogium
on him in the course of one of his repites 1n Parliament
in connection with the case.

2. The Disinissal.

Three charges were laid  against the constabie. They
were stated as follows by Mr. Wyndham i the House of
Commons on June 13 : ‘ (1) Having improperly entered
licensed premises #when on duty ; (2) having used ob-
sceme language to a boy, (3) having been guilty of
grossly immoral conduct with a young woman.” This
case was tiied by one {(and only one) properly constitut-
ed court of inquiry. It consisted of two Constabulary
Inspectors, one a Protestant, the other a Catholic,
* The court of inquiry,’ said Chief Secretary Mr. Wynd-
ham in Parhiament on the occasion referred to above,
‘was convened on the initiative of the police’ He re-
pudiated the suggestiop that the inquiry had been insti-
tuted ‘' on account of representaticns by either Catholies
or Protestants.” THe declared, moreover, that ihe * sug-
pestion ' that it was brought about by himself or by
Under-Sccretary Sir Antony MacDonrnell * is absolutely
without foundation.' On the first and thizd counts
menticned above, the constable was found guilty. MMr,
Wyndham admitted in Parliament on June 13 that ‘ ‘he
court returned a true verdict on the evidence before it.’
That evidence (which was direct and taken on oath) was
reviewed by the Inspector-General of the Royal Irish
Congtabulary (an English Protestant). He concurred in
the finding of the court, and at onee, on December, 8
dismissed the constable from the force.

3. The Reinstatement.

Roon afterwards the Ulster Unionist Members of Parlia-
ment (comnmonly known in Irelamd as ' the Orange Mem-

i3

bers') discovered that the dismissed policeman was a Pro-
testant. From the vantage-ground of bewng general sup-
porters of the Governemat they put pressure on the
Chiet Secretary for Ircland 1o remnstate the dismissecg
man, What purporied to be * fresh evidence ' was pri-
vately tendered io Mr. Wyndham by the ex-constable’s
solicitor in  disproof of the charge of immoral conduct
referred 1o in Che Jast paragraph, This ¢ evidence *
consisied of a certificate  wlich was  alleged to have
beeh signed by two Dubha medical men.  The rest  of
the story was dragged out of Mr. Wyndham by the Irish
Nalignalist Mewbets in the House ol Couunobs  on
Junhe 13 and June 15, Briefly stated, it runs as fol-
lows © (a) The two medical men who are alleged to
have signed the certificate were not seer or examined.
(b) There was no evidence to show that the certificate
referred to the young woman on whose aceount (chiefly)
the conslable had been dismissed. (c) No fresh court
of inquiry was appointed or called to review the ex-
constable's case. Under the three circumsiances just
dotailed, the alleged certificale would nol be accepted as
‘evidence ' by any court outside of Bedlam. (d) The
ex-constable was reinstated on March 19 by Chief Secre-
tary Mr. Wyndham, who overruled the decision of a
court willhout the pretence of a further trial. (e) He
followed this up by declining in Parliament, on .June
15, tio grant any further inquiry into the case.

4. In Parliament,

Your correspondent is correct in stating that ¢ at-
tention was drawn Lo the matter in the House of Com-
mons recently.” He forgot to state that tlus was done
by the Irish Nationalist Members, and by them alone.
By arrangement (duly npolified tuv the constable’s Ulster
Unwnist  Iriends by the Chief Whip, Sir Alex. Acland
flood) three solid hours of the lKmpire’s time were set
apart on July 15 for the discussion of the case. The
Chief Whip held out no hope of any further epportu-
nity for fdealing with the case in Parliament. His
statement was confirmed by BMr. Wyndham and was ad-
mitted, for the Ulster Unionists, by one of their num-
ber, Mr. Moore, BM.P. ‘They lknew, moreover, that to
have allowed a discussion on the subject at a later
stage would have been (as was poinled out) ‘a viola-
tion of tLhe invariable practice of the House.” [t was
the last chance of the °yellow’ Members, and they
knew 1t.  Iul they absclutely declined 1o discuss the
subject—' 1hey had not iwme,' {heir spokesman said,
amudst 1ronical laughter ; and they made 1t abundantly
rlear tha! they did not want cither a discussiop on
the case 1n Parliament or an investigation outside.
‘the reader can give a shrewd guess at ihe reason why.
The Insh Nationalist Members (and, in Ireland, ihe
Nationalist papers alone) have all along pressed, and are
sl eagerly  pressing for a full, open, searching, and
impartial 1ngquiry,

Y¥our readers have now both versions of 1he * Rome
Itule ' story and can judge for themselves.—Yours, etc.,

EDITOR * N.%. TABLET.
August 19.

ARCHBISHOP REDWOOD ON HIS
TRAVELS
—_ e a

Further Interesting Particulars of the World's Fair

His Grace Archbishop Redwood, writing under date
June 29 from Chicago to a friend in Wellington, gives
the following further interesting particulars of the ex-
hibits at the World’s Fair at St. Louis '—

‘I have heen here since last Saturday, 25th inst,,
having come from St. Lous where T spent a very pleas-
ant fortnight despite the humid heat which was some-
umes to me excessive, lhough relatively cool for the
moonth of June, I have had plenty of time to see the
St. Louis World's Fair as far as I care top see. To
see it adequately would fake months. 1n general exter-
nal beauty and vastness 1t, in my opinion, far surpasses
the Chicago Fair of 3893, The hills on whioh it stands
Liave much helped the picturesque effect.

The Main Picture,

muade up of eight big exhibit palaces and a mile and a
half of lapoon, is on a level area surrcunded on two
sides by hulls ihat rise to a height of 65 feet. These hills
are nol continuous, butl just out of four points. These
prominences are used to fine eficct in the decorative
scheme. The two central prominences, which are con-
nected by a semi-circular ridge, lead to the lower level
of the grounds by a fine sloping hollowed declivity. The
cxposition architects used this natural feature to effect
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